A 


VINDICATION 9 


o F 

Mr. HOLWELL” 5 CHARACTER, 

. 70 
„„ FROM tur” 105 


AS PE RSION S thrown out in an anonymous PAMPHLET) 28 


Publiſhed March 6th, 1764, intitled, 


"REFLECTIONS 


VE WE THE 


PRESENT STATE of our EAST-IN DIA ApFaAIRs.” 


By bis FRIENDS. 


In the Courſe of this Work, 8 important Facts are laid before the 
Public, regarding the EAST-INDIA Co ANx's Affairs in BanGAL, 
ſrom the Year 1752 to 1760. 


* 


Particularly che various Cauſes which brought on he Ruin of our Settlements 
| ; there in 1756. 


$=—=———_= — : == 
I oO N D O N: LD 


Printed for 'T. W and P. A DE Hod D, near 'Surry Street, | 
in the Strand. M DCC LXIV. . ; 


[Price Three Shillings aud Sirpence. 


* . 
Bk. A 
* 
* fe 
„ — 
* 
* 


* 


23 


——U— —ö 


PROPRIETORS 
EAST-INDIA STOCK 


: : : E341 
AND THE 
* * * * * a, - 
* * » * & 4 . ; ” 4 a 
4 1 o " | . * * PS: # 
wa * * FE: „ , : . 0 1 2 : 
a . f * * i } E 5 . , 'S 
1 1 | x : 71 5 | 4 
a" 4 : . 4 4 a E 7 4 : ; 7 


title of Reflections on the preſent State of our Eaſt-India Affairs,“ be- 

ing plainly calculated to anſwer the purpoſe of a day only; it ſhould 
ſeem hardly worthy yours or the public notice: nor indeed ſhould we have thought 
it worth ours, did it not afford us a favourable opportunity of laying open ſome 
material facts, which we think claim your attention, and will deſerve your thanks. 


T* E anonymous pamphlet, publiſhed Tueſday the 6th inſtant, under the 


The title-page of this Pamphlet ſays it is wrote © By a Gentleman long reſident 
in India;“ but furely no Gentleman could fall ſo much below that character, 
as this anonymous author does, in low perſonal abuſe and ſcurrility; though the 
obvious venom of the heart that dictates through the whole, Ml defend againſt 
its influence and intended impreſſions. We rather think, from the mixed ſtyle, 
that this production is the joint efforts of #wo ſmall geniuſes ; the one, pert, cox- 
comical, affecting wit and metaphor ; the other, of meagre, duſky aſpect, falk- 
ing forth with pompous diction ! ſounding epithets ! long-winded, metaphorical 
bombaſt! and tedious declamations |! From the bilious completion of this 
Shakeſpear's Caſſius, what can flow, but envy, rancour, and bittereſt reflection? 
Whether theſe things clubb'd their geniuſes, or transfuſed each to other his ſpirit 
for this paltry taſk, is not very material ;—none but they, or ſuch-like, could 
ſurely be capable of ſuch a performance. | ; 


B | Whatever 
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Whatever may have been the Authors intention by the exordium, laboured 
progreſs, and concluſion of this anonymous Pamphlet, the whole of this uneon- 
nected piece ſeems huddled together, more particularly to introduce the perſonal 
attack in the centre; againſt this attack we ſhall chiefly raiſe our batteries, - pre- 
viouſly d:moliſhing ſome of their ſcattered out- works, (unſupported by each other) 
as they fall in our way, and intercept our march. 


The-falſe and ſcandalous lights, which Anonymous throws on the motives that 
induced Col. Clive's ſucceſſor to form ſome change in the political ſtate at Bengal, 
are ſo fully confuted in that Gentleman's Addreſs to you, that nothing more is 
wanted here, to enforce conviction to honeſt impartiality. The partial and 
malicious are not to be convinced by facts or argument; indeed it makes not 
for their preſent purpoſe to own it, though-they are : To theſe we do not write. 
Theſe are hardy enough to charge this Gentleman (page 37) with forming a 
ſcheme to depoſe Mhir Jaffier, in favour of Mhir Coflim, © almoſt as ſoon as he 
% came to power; though he has proved, beyond contradiction, that he ſup- 

rted Mhir Jaffier with ſpirit and perſeverance, as long as there was a remaining 
poſlibility of doing it, almoſt to the ruin of your affairs; ſo tenacious was he of 
the treaty ſubſiſting between the Engliſh and Mhir Jaffier, even though he had 
violated every article of it, in effect, by the fingle ſtep of bringing the Dutch 
troops into his dominions. This Gentleman has alſo undeniably proved, that his 
views for the Company's benefit extended much higher than the ſyſtem of Na- 
bob changing, which, he ſaw, could produce no ſolid and laſting advantage, 
either to the Company or the Provinces. And he has likewiſe demonſtrated, that 
he had neither any hand in, nor intention, or wiſh, to depoſe Mhir Jaffier in fa- 
your of Mhir Coſſim; but on the contrary, took every precaution, which his 
then ſcanty power gave him, for the ſecurity of the dignity, perſan, and property 


* 


of the former, however litle he deſerved it, 


. The partizans of Mhir Jaffier have very ſtudiouſly evaded ownin the charge 
againſt him, of bringing in the Dutch forces, foreſeeing that ate, eek every 
attempt urged in juſtification of him; but here truth and conſcience for once 
Reps in between them and their machinations, and makes them unwarily give up 
the point, in the following words, Page 30s * He was not unacquainted with 
the deſigns of the Dutch, and would not have been ſorry. to have. ſeen an 
European foge introduced into his dominions, to prove a check on the power 
of choſe, likely, to become his maſters inſtead of his allies. However, his deep 
s xreſpect and awe of Col, Clive, prevented his acting openly upon this occaſign;* 
Here, let it be alſo remarked, that theſe partizans, in page 19, ſet forth, that 
„ This Nabob was /upported with honour by his maker, 15 long as he continued in 


— 


India.“ The battle of Plaſſey gave this man the Subaſhip in June, 1757. In 
October, 1758, or thereabouts, he mult have planned his iniquitous ſcheme with 
the Dutch; as about this time a ſmall veſſel was diſpatched expreſs to Batavia, 
and our armament for the Southward was on its departure. That the Dutch 
would have meditated a ſcheme of this kind, without the encouragement and 
participation of the Suba, no one in his ſenſes can believe, Here we ſee this man 
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hardly eſtabliſhed in his government, planning to deſtroy and countermine that 
power which raiſed him; and this without any ſhadow ” complaint againſt us, 
for he had been ſupported with honour. His being only acquainted with the de- 
ſigas of the Dutch, without communicating thoſe deſigns to us, his allies, was 
virtually a breach and violation of that whole treaty he had fo ſolemnly en- 
tered into. That he did not at openly on this occaſion, was owing only to his 
fears, and the deepe/# treachery both to the Dutch and us. If the Dutch had 

roved ſucceſsful in the river, and on the plains of Bederra, we ſhould ſoon have 
elt the effects of his pen conduct, and not an individual of the colony had 
efcaped ſlaughter. Let it be remembered too, that by Col. Clive's orders, Coja 
Wazzeed (a man of family, character, and rank) was taken priſoner, on his 
paſſage from Moorſhadabad to Chinſura, brought under à ſtrong guard to Fort 
William, impriſoned there, and died under his confinement. So extraordinary a 
ſtep would want juſtification, had not the Colonel received the fulleſt proof and 
conviction, that this man (though a pretended friend to the Engliſh) was the 
negotiator with the Suba, on the part of the Dutch, in the treaty for bringing 
in their forces. In ſhort, let the whole of this tranſaction be viewed in any light 
whatever, it would, if theſe partizans had a grain of modeſty and candour among 
them, utterly ſilence every plea they have urged in his defence, and pretended 
commiſeration for his misfortunes, thrown out at this period only to anſwer a 
Poon, anwatthyqurpole. . 1 2} 2 ones Fed | 


Page 31 of this Pamphlet exhibits the following: The ſuperiority of this 
« extraordinary genius, (Col. Clive) predominated ſo. far over that of the Na- 
„bob, that when he quitted India, he left this Prince in ſuch a ſtate of depend- 
< ance, and the affairs of the Engliſh in ſuch an exalted and powerful ſituation, 
<< that even the Kites and Owls that followed, had it in their power to gorge 
„ themſelves with that prey (M. J.) which being beat down, was at the mercy 
<.,of, though ſpared by, this generous Eagle.“ — Oh! metaphor ! how art thou 
tortured ! how art thou proſtituted ! Let us examine a little what mercy this poor 
prey found, and how ſpared, by this generous Eagle? It is confeſſed, page 19, 
„ that Mhir Jaffier diſtributed among his new allies all the treaſures of his prede- 
«© ceſſor, and mortgaged two of his richeſt provinces to them, for the payment of 
* a farther ſum, beſides large tracts of land to the Company;“ the rents of 
which were firſt paid by the: Company to him, and ſubſequently given to this 
generous Eagle. Such was the mercy he found, and thus was he ſPared. _ 


It may be ſaid this Eagle raiſal the game, and had a Tight to beat it diem 25 
low as he pleaſed. Suppoſe it ſo; let us ſee the conſequences. 5 


Mlir Jaffier, thus ſtripped, had better never been born, or at leaſt. never raiſed 
to this dignity; for having no treaſures of his own, and but ſmall preſent re- 
ſources from the revenues of his country, the foundation was here laid of all his 
future misfortunes. His ſupplies not being equal to the ſupport of his extrava- 
gancies, the pay of his troops, and other abſolutely- neceſſary calls of his govern- 
ment, and finding himſelf incapable of relinquiſhing or retrenching his licentious 
TY | B 2 | een, enen, 
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expences, his affairs fell into that ſtate of ruin and confuſion ſo juſtly painted by 
Mr. Holwell in his Addreſs. So that (to purſue this notable metaphor) you ſee, 
after all, if the poor Kites and Owls that followed this generous Eagle had been an 
hungred, there was nothing left for them to gorge, but the bare bones of the prey, 


With regard to the exalted and powerful ſituation of the Company's affairs, as 
pompouſly recited in the foregoing quotation, the real fact ſtands thus: When 
Col. Clive left Bengal, your Treaſury was at a very low ebb, and further ſupplies 

cut off, before he was well out of the river; but of this you have been ſufficiently 
informed in the Addreſs above referred to. And as to Col, Clive's extraordi- 
« nary genius predominating ſo far above that of the Nabob's,” we think Mhir 
Jaffier's introduction of the Dutch forces affords no proof of it. | | 


Leaving the other parts of this Pamphlet to the plain and natural concluſions 
and ſentiments of the Public, we proceed, purſuant to our Title-page, in our 
promiſed juſtification, from materials left with us by this Gentleman on his laſt 
departure for India, and others tranſmitted by him after his arrival there; in the 
courſe of which many important circumſtances and facts will occur, worthy your 
conſideration, which will throw a new light on ſome intereſting periods in your 
affairs, and at the ſame time manifeſt and illuſtrate the great and eminent ſervices 

this gentleman has rendered you; ſervices ſo ſtriking, that, though they never 
obtained common juſtice or gratitude, from your Court of Directors at home, yet 
gained him the public thanks of your Bengal Preſidency on your behalf, ate ta 
he was ſuperceded in the government of your affairs. This Pamphlet is not the 
only inſtance of party rage, whereby this Gentleman has been baſely traduced, and 
by ſome even of thoſe in your direction, who had ſet their hands to higher en- 
comiums on Mr. Holwell's integrity and abilities, than had ever before been 
beſtowed on any one in your ſervice, and without any the leaſt ſnadow of cauſe to 
impeach his conduct, or alter theſe favourable ſentiments of him. Mr. Holwell 
himſelf diſdains a reply to the ſeveral low attacks, made by malice and envy on 
his reputation: but on us, his friends, it is incumbent; and we hope hereby to 
atone for our neglect of not doing it long ago, and on our obligation to this 
anonymous Writer, for giving us ſo favourable an opportunity. N 


JT 0o clear up, and explain many paſſages, touching men and things, we think 
it neceſſary to introduce our defence, with an account of the diſputes in Leaden- 
hall-ſtreet, at the latter end of the year 1757, and Poe of 1758; when this 
Gentleman unhappily (for himſelf) became the object of contention between two 
parties in your Court of Directors, and fell a ſacrifice to the perſeverance. of his 
(and we may truly ſay your) friends. This juſt detail was then drawn up by one, 
minutely acquainted with the oper, as well as concealed ſprings of action at that 
period, in manner following: EST] 0 bred 3” 
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NARRATIVE of the Domeſtic Wars in Leadenhall Street, from October 
. 1757, to the 20th of April 17888. 


IEK E Homer, and other recorders of battles, we will begin with a liſt of 
ILL the combatants ; it will ſave ſome trouble in the courſe of the engagement. 


Meſſrs. Paxas, Chairman; 


2 Burrow _ 10 Dorrien | 18 Plant 
3 Jones Raymond 11 Stevens 119 Dudley 
4 John Raymond 12 Manſhip .  _ 20 Savage 
5 Sir James Creed 13 Hadley, A * > + | 
6 Saunders 14 Chambers 22 Gough ; 5 
7 Weſtern | 15 Impey 23 Phipps 
Jenes 1416 Sahm, d : 1 26 Re: 


It was not without much previous debate, heat, and animolity, that the above 
gentlemen came unanimouſly into a ſcheme for the government of Bengal, by a 
rotation of four, to wit, Meſſrs. Watts, Manningham, Becher, and Holwell. 
The plan was deſigned as a temporary 2 only, until further advices from 
Calcutta; the Hard wick carried out theſe determinations, figned by the whole 
court, under date the 11th of November, 1787, and harmony ſeemed again to be. 
eſtabliſhed. A general reform of the ſettlement of Fort William was next taken 
into conſideration, planned and adjuſted at various meetings, conſiſting only of 


the two chairs, Mr. Holwell and the Secretary. During theſe operations, Diſcord 


again began to exert, her influence; and entering the breaſts of the Bombay fac- 
tion, who ſhe knew were ripe for her purpoſe, urged them to move and inſiſt 
that another, gentleman ſhould be appointed to ſucceed to the rotation of four, in 
caſe of death or abſence. The Bombay faction, conſiſting of the Deputy Chair, 
and the eight immediately following him on the above liſt, (acting under their 
General L—w) carried their point in the Committee of Correſpondence, by a 
majority of 6 to 3, Sir James Creed and Governor Saunders being abſent, The 
next Court-day Mr. Payne brought the affair before a full court, where the re- 
ſolution of the Correſpondence was over - ruled by 1e of 15 to 9, as being 
not only contrary. to the determinations unanimouſly ſigned; to by the Hardwick, 
but alſo to the very principle and motives, which” urged thoſe determinations. 
From this hour Peace took her flight from Leadenhall-ftreer, Civil War took place, 
and Diſcord reigned with-uninterrupted-ſway.., - - __ _ - 888 


This defeat of the minority was far from diſcouraging them. They now, un- 
der the auſpices of their General, (who was moſt active behind the curtain) plan- 
ned a ſtroke at the rotation itſelf, which they intended to execute at the next 
Quarterly General Court; but advices of the revolution in favour of Jaffier Aly 
Can arriving about this time, gave them a plauſible opportunity to attem 
aboliſhing the rotation in the Court of Directors, without waiting for the pony 
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General Court. Accordingly, when the Court of Difectors met to confer bh 
the advices they had received of the revolution, and unanimouſly determined to 
make a compliment of the government of Bengal to Col. Clive during his reſi- 
dence in India, the Bombay faction moved, that the important change in their 
s affairs at Bengal, made the expedient of the rotation no longer needful, but 
: © that Mr. Watts ſhould be appointed to ſucceed the Colonel.” - 

The majority of 15 (as they ſtand prior on the liſt) urged on the contrary, 
** that as The cite regarded the ſituation of their affairs only, "without any ſuffi- 
<« cient proofs tranſmitted to them, that gave any more favourable impreſſion of 
« individuals in their ſervice, they judged it premature to make as yet any fur- 
% ther alterations in the government of Bengal, the ſame eauſes ſtill ſubſiſting 
* which firſt urged the expedient of the rotation.“ | 8 


This difference of views and ſefitiments occaſioned debates to run to the moſt 
violent heights, in the courſe of which the majority loſt all regard to decency and 
manners; to put a ſtop to which the Chairman put the queſtion, Whether Col. 
« Clive ſhould be appointed to the government of Bengal, and the rotation of 4 
< take place on his abſence, as before appointed?” On this, freſh feuds aroſe; 
the Bombay faction inſiſting that due queen ſhould be divided. This Was op- 
poſed by the Chairman, and brought on the previous queſtion, which being put, 


N it was carried againſt a diviſion of the queſtion 15 to 9. On khis the minority no 
3 longer obferved any , meaſures ; Meſſrs. Sullivan, Godfrey, Phipps, and Plant, 
quitted the Court, and the reſt bf the faction refuſed to ballot. eee, 
| The majority however proceeded to bufineſs, and unanimouſly appointed "the 
Colonel to the government, and the rotation to take place on his abſence. © The 
þ 4 letter conraining this reſolution, and the other general feform of the 
| ſettlement, was ligned the eighth of March, by the 15 only, the minority refuſing 
V7.5“... gn Tu 296 | we e N 
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| © The faction, not a whit diſmayed at theſe repeated defeats, “ but, like Anteus, 
| gathering ſtrength from blows,” had now recourſe to their expedient of the 
Quarterly General Court, and began to beat up for volunteers amongſt the Pro- 
N prietors. Their General took up his relidence, in a manner, for many days in 


| *the city, and went abour begging linsle votes, in which he was oſt induſtriouſly 

* followed by his Mirmidons; whilſt the majority of 1 5, conſcious of che propriety 

4 and integrity of their own conduct, made it — kj not to ſpeak to a Proprietor 

þ on the ſubjet : A maxim (in politics) founded on a-falſe'principle ; for when'a 

| body of men in power are conſcious of the rectitude of their intentions, in any 
meaſure adopted for the good of the community, it is incumbent on them to ſe- 
Lure. that meaſure by every means poſſible. This error in judgment of the ma- 


1 © jority, gave the greateſt advantage to the minority. The majority likewife Teſted 
| In a falſe ſecurity, that a Quarterly General Court, which was not ſummoned on 
ſpecial affairs, could not go into any matters, but what were regularly brought 
i before them and ſpecified in their ſummons, the ſame having no precedent, and 
| A ag | being 
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being contrary to all propriety, as well as the eſtabliſhed Jaws of the Court; in 


which, however, they found themſelves miſtaken. Thus the minority came to- 
the Quarterly Court fully prepared, and with their united force; whilſt the ma- 


jority came totally unprepared, and without any force at all. 


Here it is neceſſary to recite a circumſtance, which greatly favoured this attempt 
of the minority. The rotation was as little reliſhed by the bulk of the Proprietors, 
without knowing why, or wherefore, as by themſelves : It was (as before hinted) 
with much difficulty that the Bombay faction were brought to aſſent to it at firſt, 
and they were now determined to.aboliſh it, though, With it, they aboliſhed: the 
power, and every effectual authority of a Court of Directors. 


Ik) be indefatigable activity of the minority, and inactivity of the majority, - pro- 

duced each their adequate effects at the Quarterly Court. The uſual buſineſs and: 
forms over, Mr. Law began the attack by an invective againſt the rotation, as 
being a ſtrange, motley, many-headed, monſter, in which he was ſeconded by Mr. 
Phipps, ſupported by Mr. P. Godfrey, in a written ſpeech, which he deſired per- 


The Chairman, in a ſhort, but ſtrong ſpeech, urged “ The irregularity of the 
© Quarterly. Court's entering into ſpecial affairs, for which they were not ſum- 
<< moned x and that a pracedure of this kind muſt haye fatal conſequences, and 
<« end in the utter ſubverſion of the government of the Company's affairs; that: 
the Court of Directors, not ſuſpecting ſuch unprecedented attempts, were not 
„ prepared to lay before the Court the reaſons which moyed them to adopt the 
< expedient now. objected to. That the Proprietors: had à right to demand. a 
General Court, which he was ready to ſummon on the ſhorteſt warning, and 
that ſuch their reaſons ſhould then be ſubmitted to their conſideration.” E 


n — 4 Men, ein een „ MS MD. en,, & HG 06 
When the Chairman had ended his ſpeech, Mr. Alexander Hume took up the 
ſame ſide of the queſtion, and moved to adjourn 5.40 which, he was; ſeconded; by 


tive, Mr. Law and the Court declaring, it was not Pfr intention to interfete 
in the appointment of ſuch Governor and Council, which they left intire ly to. the 


Thus a meaſure adopted and aſſented to at the beginning by the whole Court 
af Directors, and ſubſequently ſupported and confirmed by, a; majority.of fifteen, 
became condemned and aboliſhed, from the minds gf the Proprietors being poi: 
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Toned by every artful inſinuation againſt it, without once hearing a ſingle reaſon or 
Plea in its defence. | 1 | & FF 

The Minority, notwithſtanding their triumph at the Quarterly Court, appre- 
henſive they,ſhould gain liitle by, it, whilſt the majority of the Court of Directors 
were againſt them, began to work with other tools; and agreed to make any 
conceſſion to Mr. Payne and his friends, provided they would relinquiſh 'the' 
ſingle point of Mr. Holwell's having a ſhare in the government of Bengal: it 
was propoſed that he ſhauld have rank next to Mr. Becher, with the Chiefſhip of 
Coſfimbuzar'z be one of the Select Committee, and have any emoluments ap- 
pointed for him, that himſelf or friends would deſire; or-if theſe were not accept- 
able, that he ſhould be ſent to Bombay to ſucceed Mr. Bourchier, or be appoint- 


was appointed to ſucceed Mr. Pigot. 


ed Deputy-governor of Fort St. David, and to ſueteed next to Mr. Orme, who 


© Theſe alternatives were at different times intimated to Mr. Payne and the Ma- 
jority, (the firſt before the rotation was fixed, the others after it was aboliſhed) 
who were ſtedfaſt in this reply, That however Mr. Holwell's ſervices and ſuf- 
«© ferings merited the notice of the Company, the real intereſt of their affairs was 
* their firſt object, and not Mr. Holwell's emoluments : That his abilities would 


ebe of more uſe to the Company at Bengal than elſewhere ; and that the exi- 


gencies of their affairs required his having a ſhare in the government of them.” 


© The Majority of fifteen thinking themſelves moſt injuriouſly treated by the 
Minority, and proceedings of the quarterly general Court, were loud in their 
reſentments; and having reſolved on a plan for their future conduct, the Chair- 
man ſummoned a full Court for the appointment of a ſucceſſor to Colonel Clive, 
to meet on the 23d of March. The Minority, in the mean time, were aſſiduous 
to take off a ſufficient number of the Majority, and thought they had ſucceeded. 


It is not difficult to conceive in what temper the Court met. As ſoon as the 
Chairman had opened the cauſe of their meeting, the merits of their ſervants a 
Bengal, became the ſubject of debate, and much altercation enſued, not worth 
reciting. Mr. Peter Godfrey moved, that their ſervants ſhould be ballotted for 
according to their ranks in the ſervice, beginning with Mr. Watts; in which he 
was ſeconded by Mr. Sullivan, and ſome others of the Minority. This motion 
was oppoſed by Mr. Robert Jones, or Mr. Jones Raymond, (which we cannot 
recollet) who moved that Mr. Holwell ſhould be firſt balloted for. Both mo- 
tions being ſeconded, brought on the previous queſtion, which was carried in fa- 
vour of the laſt motion. Accordingly they proceeded to the ballot, and Mr. 
Holwell was elected to ſucceed: Colonel Clive in the government of Bengal, fifteen 
to nine. | 5 E | 


This proved a thunderbo't to the Minority, who now found that their vio- 
jences had 8 in a higher degree, the very man they had ſo much labour- 
& The Deputy Chairman, with the reſt of the Minority, made a 


ed to deba 


motion 


. 1114 


motion as ifthey intended to quit the Court; but the former being requeſted by 
the Chairman to ſuſpend his reſolution and judgment, produced the following 
letters, which Mr. Holwell had ſent into Court to him. ue th. 


To Joux Parxz, Eſq; Chairman. 
J ee en ED n 23d March, 1758. Fe 


1 
SOME of my friends flatter me, that the appointment of a ſucceſſor to 
« Colonel Clive in the Government of Bengal may probably fall on myſelf : 


Should this be the caſe, I then take the liberty to requeſt, you will pleaſe to 
e preſent the incloſed Addreſs to the Honourable the Court of Directors. Should 
«* the information of my friends prove groundleſs, the incloſed then becomes 
<< 1mpertinent and uſeleſs ; and as ſuch I beg the favour you will return it to, 
; SIR, Your, &c. n 
2. H.“ 


A 


May it pleaſe your Honours, _- - | > id 
G UNpERSTA NDING this day is appointed for the election of a Preſident 
and Governor of Bengal, in ſucceſſion to Colonel Clive, and learning from 
the information of my friends, there is a probability your choice may fall upon 
myſelf; that ſteady zeal for the Company's intereſt, which has ever been the 
guide of my actions and ſentiments, ſince I had the honour of your ſervice, now 
urges me to addreſs you with that humble freedom, which my duty dictates,” at 
this critical conjuncture of your affairs in that part of the world. T 


98 During the heavieſt weight of my misfortunes and diſtreſſes, I had yet com- 
fort in the reflection of having done my duty in the truſts repoſed in me, but 
more ſo, that my conduct was honoured with the repeated approval and ſanction 


of your Honourable Court. 


In the execution of truſt and ſervitude, it has ever been an inviolable maxim 
with me, that private intereſt ſhould ever give way to the public utility; a max- 
im I have often ſealed to, in your ſervice, though to my own coſt; a maxim, 
which now leads me, contrary to my own private weal, to preven', if poſſible, 
your taking any meaſure which may, in its conſequences, deprive you of one of 
the moſt valuable ſervants you have abroad. 1 | 5 


eln the courſe of your affairs, although I have ſometimes differed in opinion 
from Mr. Manningham, yet I have ever had the higheſt opinion of that gentle- 
man's integrity. and abilities, and have not failed doing honour to both on every. 
occaſion; for the truth of which I can appeal to ſome gentlemen who conſtitute 
this Honaurable Court, and to many others, who were lately members of it. 


- ** Permit me, Gentlemen, to repreſent to you, that a ſervant of Mr. Manning- 
ham's character and capacity is not every day to be met with, nor can be parted . 
| 2 | vs eB CITY 1 


| g - 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors, &c.. 


* 12 ] 
with at this period, without a certain injury to your affairs: A diſregard of his i 
rits, will, in all likelyhood, determine his return to Europe; the contrary will as 


probably determine his ſtay ; and not only lay a foundation for harmony at home, 
but for ſucceſs abroad. | | 5 


«© Theſe conſiderations, and theſe only, move me humbly to requeſt, that 
ſhould the voice of your Honourable Court be in my behalf, I may then be per- 
mitted, with thanks and gratitude, and without offence, to decline the honour 
you intend me, in favour of Mr. Manningham, under whom I am moſt ready 
and willing to ſerve the Honourable Company, as long as his reſidence in India 


may be conſiſtent with his health or inclination, _ 
| I am, 7; 3 1 ＋ 1 . 
| May it pleaſe your Honours, &c. 

Wedneſday, March | J 
the 23d, 1758. 75 


* 


J. 2 H. 


When Mr. Holwell's Letter was read, the Minority attempted to look wiſe, 
ſhook their heads, and declared they would ballot no more. The Chairman put 
the queſtion, + Whether the Court ſhould proceed to a new ballot in conſequence 
of Mr. Holwell's letter?“ which being agreed to, without a ballot, they proceeded, 


and Mr. Manningham was elected to ſucceed Colonel Clive, by fourteen only, 


one of the fifteen having thrown in a negative. The fifteen then balloted for a 
ſucceſſor to Mr. Manningham, when Mr. Holwell was unanimouſly choſen ; and 
Mr. Becher to ſucceed him: And here the Court ſtopped. | 


From the whole tenor of the proceedings of the Minority, it muſt appear to 
any impartial eye, that they were actuated by pride, violence, perſonal connec- 
tions, and perſonal reſentments, and by their conduct ſtruck at the very principle 
and foundation of all government; hence they acquired the title of “ the Fac- 
tion, (a circumſtance we thought neceſſary to explain, leſt we ſhould be thought 
to have beſtowed it on them in this our narrative only.) They ſeemed to think 
they had a right to over-rule the ſentiments and reſolves of a majority of near two 
to one againſt them; or failing here, to throw the affairs of the community they 
had in truſt, into the utmoſt confuſion and difficulties ; and this at a time, when 
diſpatch, harmony, and unanimity, were effential to the well-being (we may 
ſay, the very being) of the Company: And when examples of this kind were ſo 
neceſſary at home, to influence the ſame ſalutary conduct in their ſervants abroad, 
which they themſelves had, in their letter by the Hardwick, inculcated and com- 
manded in the moſt lively and enforcing terms that language could dictate. The 
Minority, in conſequence of their late defeat, had ſeveral private meetings with 
their General, where it was reſolved, as their laſt reſource, to form a Proprietors 
liſt of Directors for the enſuing year, in oppoſition to the Houſe liſt. Conſiſtent 
with this reſolution, the Deputy Chair and the Minority agreed, that they 
would not meet the Court, nor aſſiſt at forming the Houſe lift as uſual. The 
Majority, on this meſſage, met immediately, formed their liſt, and had it pub- 
liſhed a day before the Proprictors liſt came out, 33 A 4 

| a 


E iy. 

+ Had the Majority continued the ſame vigilance in ſecuring the election of their 
liſt, they could not have failed effefting it; but here they continued the ſame 
error, and falſe punctilio of honour, * which had occafioned their defeat at the 
quarterly General Court; until rouzed by the activity both public and private of 
the Minority, they thought it neceſſary to exert themſelves, when it was too late. 
Had they begun twenty-four hours ſooner, they would have carried their whole 
liſt, and the Minority, to a man, had quitted the direction. The laſt defeat 
they received was on the 23d of March, from which time they had laboured, 
without ceaſing. The election was to come on the 5th of April, and it was the 
ſecond, before the Majority attempted to ſollicit a fingle vote... 


| Mr. Holwell arrived the ad of April at Portſtnouth,' where he received the 
reſult of the General Court, which did not break up until two in the morning of 


the 6th, when the following gentlemen were declared duly elected: 


Meſſrs. W. Barwell *,  , ,, John Dorrien, F. Pigou, 
pf Hl. C. Boulton“, George Dudley, John Raymond. 
John Boyd. H. . p — EE 
John Brown, JIuohn Harriſon, J. Rous “, | 
Chr. Burrow *, John Manſhip, H. Savage, 
Sir James Creed, VN. Newanham“, G. Stevens, e 
Charles Cutts * H. Plant“, L.. Sullivan, Chairman 


Roger Drake, Deputy ?, T. Phipps“, T. Tullie*. “. 
By the election of this liſt, the late Minority gained a ſure Majority, both in 


Court and in the Committe of Correſpondence, the members of which are mark- 
ed“: They loſt no time in exerciſing their new acquired power, in a manner 
quite conſiſtent with their former violence: They met the 6th, when, after elect- 
ing their Chairman and Deputy, and appointing the ſeveral Committees, Cap- 
tain Tullie moved, that an expreſs ſhould be immediately diſpatched to Portſ- 
mouth, to ſtop the Warren and London, until further orders. This was ſtrenu- 
ouſly oppoſed by Mr. Drake and others; but was however carried, on a ballot, 
in the affirmative, fourteen to eight; upon which the following gentlemen entered 
a ſtrong proteſt on the behalf of the Company, againſt the injurious detention of 
their ſhips ſo late in the ſeaſon, and when convoy for them was procured with ſo 


much difficulty: vi. ; 


Meſſrs. Drake, John Raymond, 
FHurrow, Hadley, : 
| Newnham, Dorrien, 
Brown, _. Stevens. 


Theſe gentlemen would have been joined by Sir James Creed and Mr. Manſhip 
but the one was confined. by the gout, and Mr. Manſhip's ſiſter lay dead in his 
houſe. The expreſs reached Portſmouth the 7th, in the morning, Juſt as the 
Warren and London were going to fail, under convoy of the Eagle man of war, 
and Boneta ſloop. It was pretty obvious that Mr. Holwell needed not any very 
great foreſight to predict what would follow, with reſpe& to himſelf, expecting 


the utmoſt effect of united malice and power. 
7 a 1 a | The 


Colonel Clive, Preſident and Governor, 


1 4 } 
The reſolution of detaining the ſhips being carried, the Chairman propofed 
roceeding immediately to buſineſs; this was oppoſed and objected to by Meſſrs. 
Drake and Newnham, who urged, that as they could not poſſibly be ſuppoſed ac- 
uainted with the grounds, which had occaſioned the diviſion between the late 
ourt of Directors, they inſiſted on reaſonable time being given them to conſider 
the ſubject. This requeſt was, after very high debate, granted, and the 11th 
appointed for taking into conſideration the Bengal diſpatches by the Warren and 
London. Accordingly, like ſo many Cæſars, they came, they ſaw, they con- 
quered: For the Chairman, as ſoon as they were met, produced a ſhort general 
letter, which he had already prepared for the purpoſe, confiſting of four or five 
paragraphs only : High oppoſition aroſe to this letter from the eight proteſtors, 


but it availed little, for the whole received the ſanction of the fourteen, and paſſ- 


ed into a law, and arrived at Portſmouth the 12th April. The purport of this 
general letter take as follows. rs 36 ot „ c 


6 That having maturely weighed and conſidered the conduct and merit of in- 


dividuals, they annul and make void every appointment by the Hard wick's let- 


ter of the 11th November, with thoſe by the Warren and London, of the 8th 
and 23d of March, (Colonel Clive excepted) and do now conſtitute and appoint 
the eſtabliſhmeat of their Preſidency of Calcutta, To wit, 


William Watts, Eſq; 2d, and to ſucceed Colonel Clive, 
Major Kilpatrick, zd. 33 | 
Charles Manningham, Eſq; 4th, and to ſucceed Mr. Watts, 
Mr. R. Becher, - - 5th, 70 

Mr. P. R. Pearkes, - 6th, 

Mr. William Frankland, 7th, 

Mr. M. Collett, - 8th, | „ 
Mr. J. Z. Holwell, — gth, > Each to riſe and ſucceed in turn. 

Mr. William Macket, 10th, | | 

Mr. Peter Amyat, - - Tith, | | 

Mr. Thamas Boddam, 12th, 
Mr. Richard Court,, - 13th, J 


They likewiſe revoke and annul all and every nomination to Chicfſhips, 
Poſts, Sc. in their letter of the 8th cf March, leaving ſuch appointments to the 
Board; with this caution, that capable and faithful ſervants be ſent to Coſſimbu- 
zar, beſt known and moſt agreeable to the Nabob. : | 5 


They appoint the Select Committee to conſift of Meſſrs.” Clive, Watts, 
Manningham, Becher, and the Major for the time being. Vacancies in this 
Committee to be filled up by the Preſident and Members. They alſo adviſe, that 


E ? 


the Secret Committee at home, conſiſt of Meſits. Sullivan, Drake, Burrow, 
Newnham, and Plant, any three of whom are a quorum. | 


g Ef + » "© | 


Signed, | 

Sullivan, Boulton, Tullie, 

Cutts,  - ' Watiny, * Tank, © * | pe I 

Harriſon, Phipps, Rooke, N. B. The other ten 
- Boyd, © FR: Barwell. refuſed to ſign. 77 
ae,, Savage, a 1 | 


REFLECTIONS. 


The Colonel, in all probability, has, or is near upon leaving India; Meſſrs. 
Watts, Manningham, and Becher, by the reſtitution of private property, and 
their other late extraordinary acquiſitions, will, it is likely, ſoon follow him; in 
which caſe it is worth remarking, where the ſucceſſion takes place, by the fore · 
going deſtination; and we leave it to the world to form natural and obvious con- 

cluſions therefrom. | | | | 


With reſpect to Mr. Holwell, we cannot help obſerving, that the Majority of 
the preſent Court have not preſerved even that maſk. of equity, which they pre- 
tended was the rule of their actions: They have given every writer that remained 
with him in the fort when Calcutta was attacked, two years of their time in re- 
compence of their perſeverance and ſufferings, His perſeverance was ſurely equal 
to theirs, and his ſufferings eminently ſuperior, and merited ſome diſtinction and 
favour, though ever ſo ſmall; in place of which, they have ſtripped him of the 
poſt and emoluments they had before appointed him to. N 


The raſh r of the preſent Majority, in detaining two of the Compa- 
ny*s ſhips,. to gratify private reſentment,“ made a great clamor in the city, and 
alarmed their beſt friends amongſt the Proprietors; and when their other altera- 
tions became public, that not only Mr. Holwell was fet aſide, but Mr. Manning - 
ham alſo, and that the late Majority had reſolved to demand a general Court, the 
clamour ſtill encreaſed, at the other end of the town, as well as in the city. 


The phraſe of © gratifying private reſentments, came originally from the Mi- 
niſtry ; upon the application of Meſſrs. S-—n and B n, for other convoy, 
which was refuſed for ſome time, Lord Anſon telling them, that © in place of 
ce labouring for the intereſt of the Company and the 9 their ſole aim ſeemed 
« to be the gratifying their private reſentments, diſtreſſing his Majeſty's ſervice, 
* and embroiling their Conſtituents affairs.“ EY 


Ho theſe inteſtine. feuds. in Leadenhall. Street muſt affect the public weal of 
the Company, and in them the Nation, is but too obvious. The future autho- 
rity of a Court of Directors can have no eſtimation, as their orders and reſolutions 
for the government of their affairs and ſettlements abroad, will be now liable to be 


canvaſſed and controuled by every quarterly General Court; and a ſtill worſe con - 
5 6 | ſequence 


before us; to which we now return. 


N 
ſequence is, that no gentleman of independant fortune, worth and character, 


* 


will ever, on theſe terms; accept a ſeat in the. direction. 


— 4 # * — * 
Wy * 


IT is extreamly remarkable, how great the reſemblance between the tranſactions 
of thoſe, times, and the preſent: the reflections at the cloſe of the foregoin 

narrative ſuiting the one, as well as the other, proving the compiler of it a moſt 
judictus prophet, foretelling that the government of your Court of Directors, 
would be brought to nought ; by their own ſelf-intereſted and inteſtine broils; 
a prediction now pretty well accompliſhed. What then can enſue, but the moſt 
alarming confuſion in your affairs: but to reſume our ſubject. You here ſee the 
moſt unfortunite of your ſervants fallen the facrifice of party fury; and you will 
alſo ſee him in the ſequel perſecuted, ſlandered, and ſuperceded in that rank they 
then allotted him, by every following diſpatch,” and all from the ſame ranco- 
rous cauſe, as we ſhall make appear, when we have done with the pamphlet 


; "© } 


* — "ef 
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* notions of punctilio, which often ſtand in the way betwixt ſome people and 


„ fortune, he had projected and put in practice ſeveral inferior manauvres; but 


(29; } 


beſtowed, almoſt ren Pages 37 to 41, excluſive of thoſe e we e have 
already noticed. _ : Rte 


Page 40 exhibits as 3 < I ſhould not have dwelt ſo particularly, on 
<« theſe ſeemingly trifling incidents, nor ſhould I have deſcended ſo low as to 
ce touch" individuals, had I not found it abſolutely neceſſary towards drawing 
© one material inference, which is, that this ſcheme of. Nabob- changing 
&. borrows, no luſtre from the character of it's original projector.“ Quere, Who 
does this pamphleteer mean by the term original projettor ? it cannot be the 
gentleman. we are defending, for he has moſt fully proved he never projected any 
ſcheme of the kind: therefore this intended abuſe, can only touch the projectors 
of the revolution of 1757, as they only were the original ſchemers of Nabob- 
changing, He pleads abſolute neceſſity for drawing one-material inference, which is 
no intelligible inference at all, and only dene his eee appetite to 
Dander,: but unjugKyy miſtakes the object. N 1 


| Abri the continued deen ſtrain of this author to revert on bill we tha 
confine ourſelves to thoſe charges againſt Mr. Holwell, which, with Corinthian: 
front, the author makes to bear the ſemblance of facts: Theſe are, * 


=: irſt, (Page 37) that © Mr. Holwell 1 Was 4 inſtrumental in bringing 
« down Sou Raja, Dowla ; and the cauſe of the firſt verehren, Sen bis 


80 Adly That his fertile genius in expedients For raiſing money, chad with 
« any checks or punctilio's of -honour, or honeſty, (for this is plainly implied, 
i though not ſo Pau en ad en and put in e N 


9 Engere, manceuvres.” 


n (Page 39 and 40) It ſeems objected to this gentle as a crime, that 
he was removed to the ſeventh, in Council; and the terms following, of, degraded 
raik, ſtigma, and mark put him by your Court of Directors, are all very well 
framed to enforce the opinion, that Mr. -Holwell muſt affuredly have been guilty 
of ſome atrocious, breach of truſt,. or other iniquitous conduct in your ſervice, 
to have deſerved being thus removed and thus degraded; for Anonymous himſelf, 
allows him abilities and addreſs, therefore he could not have been degraded for 
want of capacity to conduct your affairs; the uninformed, though impartial among 
you, will yery naturally conclude there muſt have been, ſore blemiſh, ſome crime, 
ſome unfaithfulne(s in this. your ſervant, that drew on him the high diſpleaſure 
of your Court of. Directors, for they are honourable men, and would not, you 
may ſuppoſe, degrade any of your faithful ſervants without Tufficient and juſt 
- mn becauſe therein they would be guy of a Rey 0 THAT h with 


which they are inveſted. BY! . agg s 


Nou that this Pe WL was ſo 9 is fact; 04 herein Near af 
once ſpeaks. truth.,.. To-be removed, degraded, ſtigmatized, and. marked by our 


nene n en done with reaſon and juſtice, carries, its own vindication; but 4045 
b One 


. 


(18 * 


done from partial and unjuſt motives, ſtimulated by party rage, theſe ſtigmas, 
marks and degradations, reflect not. on the degrades, but on the degradors, _ © 


Thus have we inverted the order of our reply, and ſpoke i to the laſt 
charge; we ſhall perſiſt in our method, and ſpeak next to the ſecond, which is 

lainly levelled at this Gentleman's conduct in your Zemindarry, (or Court of 
Ootoherry at Fort William, Bengal) which has been aſperſed, particularly in 
the year 1758, and never ſufficiently -cleared up. In order to this, it becomes 
neceſſary to give you a ſhort account how it came to paſs, that this gentleman 
was appointed to this poſt of Zemindar, and likewiſe: to explain to you the 
nature of the polt itſelf. 7 eee "BUM tb 4 | 


Tour Court of Directors, about the year 1748, coming to the knowledge of 
fundry abuſes and depredations, made in your annual revenues of the Zemin= 
darry at Bengal, by one Govindram Metre, (who had been for 28 years the 
ſtanding Black Deputy in that office, whilſt the head of it was continually fluctu- 
ating and changing) and being alſo totally ſtrangers to the nature of the office; 
a leading Director of your then Court, having more curioſity concerning this 
branch of your affairs than the reſt, wrote in ſtrenuous terms to a gentleman of 
high rank in your ſervice there: this gentleman having never paſt through the 
office, could not give the ſatisfaction required; but knowing that Mr. Holwell 
was on his departure for England, with whom he was upon the ſtricteſt footing 
of friendſhip, he communicated to him the letter he had received from his patron 
at home, and being ſenſible that Mr. Holwelt by his knowledge in the language, 1 
(and having been many years a member of, and two years at the head of | 
a] Mayors Court at Calcutta, where frequently ſuits were commenced and 
rought to iſſue between the natives) had acquired a deeper inſight into the 
nature and frauds of this office, than any other perſon in the ſettlement ; 
requeſted his permiffion, to refer his friend and parron to him for information, 
on his arrival in England, which was readily aſſented to. e 


In the courſe of the voyage Mr. Holwell threw into ſome form, the many 
materials he had by him reſpecting this office, and on his arrival communicated 
them to the Director before mentioned, and to another gentleman, your chairman, 
without any view, but that of benefiting the Company, as he then, and for 
many months after, had no intention of ever ſeeing India again; but finding (as 
many others who return from India with ſmall fortunes do,) that money docs 
not go ſo far in England as he fondly imagined, he thought it neceſſary to return 
8 his capital, then lying at intereſt only, in your caſh at Fort 
 Witlam, | 5 5; 


Thus determined, he applied to the leading gentlemen in your Direction to 
be ſent out in your ſervice ; bis application met with ſucceſs, and he was in 
January 1752 appointed to the poſt of Zemindar, and 12th in council at 
Fort William, not to be removed from that poſt 'without expreſs orders from 


home, nor to riſe higher in your council. Theſe two reſtrictions peculiar to this 
| gentleman, 


4 239 


gentleman, were adopted at his own meer motion and requeſt, for the following 
reaſons ; firſt as he was ſenſible no reform could poſſibly be made in the office, 
whilſt the head of it was fluctuating by rotation as heretofore, by which cuſtom 
it ſometimes happened that there were two or three Zemindars within the ſpace 
of one year; by this ill judged meaſure, they were ucavoidably kept in the dark 
as to the real ſtate and nature of this office, and a power in perpetuity devolved to 
the ſtanding deputy, who was always ſtiled the black Zemindar: and ſuch 
was the tyranny of this man, and ſuch the dread conceived of him in the minds 
of the natives, that no one durſt complain or give information againſt him, 
however oppreſſed; and this conſideration made it neceſſary for Mr. Holwell 
to inſiſt on this perſon being diſmiſſed that ſervice the moment he arrived in 
Bengall, which was accordingly complied with, and orders ſent out to commence 
a proſecution againſt him. To give you an idea of this proſecution, and the 
infinite labour it occaſioned Mr. Holwell, we ſhall in its place inſert three of his let- 
ters to the Board of Calcutta on the ſubject. . gd 


It was thought a ſeat at the board of Calcutta was neceſſary to give a proper 
weight to this officer, in the reform he had propoſed making; he deſired his rank 
might be Fxed youngeſt in council, as thereby he did not carry out with him 
the odium of ſuperſeding any gentleman in your ſer vice. 8 


When this gentleman was ſent out your covenanted ſervant, your Court of 
Directors conſiſted of the following gentlemen, viz. 5 | EE 


Roger Drake, Eſq; Chairman Mich. Impey, Elq; 

William Baker, Eſq; Deputy Stephen Law, Eſq; 

William Mabbot, Eſq; N Nich. Linwood, Eſq 7 
William Braund, Eq; Nathaniel Newnham junior, Eſqz 

Chrif. Burrow, Eſq; h John Payne, Eſq | 

Charles Cutis Er Henry Plant, Eſq; 

Peter Ducane, Eſq; ; Jones Raymond, Eſq; 

Sam. Feake, Eſq; William Rider, Eſq; 

Abel Fonnereau, 'Eſq; Thomas Rous, Eſq; 

Peter Godfrey, Eſq; Timothy Tullie, Eſq; 

Charles Gough, Eſq; William Willy, Eſq; 


John Hope, Eſq; 


Though he went chiefly under the patronage / of William Baker, 'Eſq; (now 
Sir William) and William Mabbot, Eſq; here it becomes needful to add a 
ſhort explanation of the nature of this officer's duty, _ : 


The Zemindar acts in a double capacity, diſtinct, and independant of each 
other, (with very few exceptions) the one as ſuperintendant and collector of your 
revenues, the other, as judge of the Court of Cutcherry, a tribunal conſtituted 
for the hearing, trying and determining all matters and things, both civil and cri- 


minal, wherein the natives only, ſubjects 7 the Mogul, are coneerned. He tryed 
e | ; in 
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in a ſummary way, had the power of the laſh, fine, and impriſonment; he 
determined all matters of meum and tuum; and in all criminal caſes, proceeded 
to ſentence and puniſhment immediately after hearing, except where the crime 
(as murder) requires the laſh to be mflicted until death, in which caſe he ſuſpends 
execution of the ſentence, until the fact and evidence are laid before the pre- 
ſident, and his confirmation of the ſentence is obtained. He has alſo the power 
to condemn thieves, and other culprits, to work in chains upon the roads, 
during any determinate fpace of time, or for life. In all cauſes of property, an 
appeal lay to the preſident and council againſt his decrees, ö 


Such was the power annexed to this office, when this gentleman was appointed 
the head of it, and ſuch had it been for a long term of years preceding that 
period; a power by much too great for any one man to be intruſted with. There- 
fore in the year 1958, at the recommendation of Mr. Holwell, a ſtop was put 
to it by the Court of Directors, who appointed three judges of this court, mem» 
bers of the board, in monthly rotation. Before this gentleman took charge of 
this important poſt, there never had been any regiſter of cauſes or decrees kept 
in Engliſh ; but from that time, a regiſter of the proceedings was monthly laid 
before the board of Calcutta, for their inſpection, and annually tranſmitted 
to your Court of Directors. Here permit us to remark, that though this gen- 
tleman was, for the ſpace of four years, (that is, from the beginning of July 
1752, to the capture of your ſettlement). ſole judge of this court, not a. ſingle 
complaint was ever prefered againſt him in his judical capacity in criminal cauſes, 
and but one appeal from his judgments and decrees in matters of property, and f 
that, only the half reverſed, and the reſt confirmed. But the conduct and merit: 
of this gentleman, in this, as well as the other branch of this laborious office, you 
ſhall not take upon truſt from us his friends, who may be deemed. partial, but 
ſhall, in good time, have them from ſtronger vouchers, and ſuperior judges. 

| * ö | ; ; 

We proceed next to the three letters before mentioned; touching the proſecu- 
tion of Govindram Metre, and then to convey an idea to you of the duty of the 
Zemindar, relative to the revenues; and this we ſhall do in this gentleman's. 
own words, without any abridgment, in a work which he intitled A STATE Or 
THE REVENUES, tranſmitted to your Court of Directors in a letter fo the board 
of Calcutta, The work is long, and to ſome may appear unintelligible and. 
tedious, but to others interreſting and curious; however this may be, aur plan 
of defence calls for it, in proof of Mr. Holwell's talents, and his indefatigable: 
and unwearied exertion of thoſe talents in your. ſervice.. | | 
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To the Honourable Roger Drake, Eſq; Preſident and Governor, &c. Council, 
| | Fort William, Aug. 13, 1752. 
. Honourable Sir and Sirs, „ | 


HE 2oth ult. I thought it neceſſary to move you that Govindram Metre 

ſhouid give ſecurity to the Board for his appearance, on account of ſome 
frauds I had traced, regarding the Company's Revenues under his management 
and tho? the ſhort time I have been in the office, and my neceſſary attendance 
to the current buſineſs of it, will not at preſent ſufficiently enable me to digeſt 
all the informations that have reached me, wherein I think the Company have 
been heavily injured during the twenty-eight years of this man's adminiſtration ; 
yet, as far as I am able, my duty duty tells me I ought to lay before you, 
without loſs of time; the more ſo, as I am well informed, he is diſtributing and 
ſecreting his ill- got wealth in various places, and by various methods. 


The Farms, and monthly charges Jemmidaary have firſt drawn my attention, 
as they are firſt in A? to the Honourable Company : my remarks on the 

duties on exportation of rice, ellack, fines, &c. I muſt reſerve for a ſubſequent 
addreſs; but as Govindram Metre may have the ſubterfuge to plead, of all accounts 
revenues being paſſed under the hands of the Zemindars, and leſt his glaring 
frauds ſhould ſeem tacitly to cenſure the neglect of thoſe gentlemen, I beg your 
Honour, &c's leave, previouſly to obviate, both by ſaying, that the accounts, 
frauds as well as errors, are excepted; and that whilſt the poſt of Zemindary 
was tranſitory and fluctuating, and this man inveſted with power, a retroſpection 
into the ſtate of the Company's revenues with any material ſucceſs, would have 
been morally impoſſible, as not one of the natives, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
durſt with impunity have given the leaſt aim againſt him; and it is they only 
that could have explored the dark and intricate mazes, in which he has ſo long 
concealed himſelf from the eyes and ſtroke of juſtice. 


Two of the principal farms, viz.. the Rice Farm, and Bazar Calcutta, com- 

monly called the Great Buzar, I muſt likewiſe reſerve for the ſubject of another 
hour, and proceed now to the others, whoſe annual Pottahs, or grants, bear 
date the firſt of November; and here I muſt begin with confeſſing to your Ho- 
nour, &c. an error of my own. I always imagined the farms were ſold at pub- 
lic outcry, or auction, in the Cutcherry, in the preſence of the Zemindar; and 
think 1 told as much to ſome of our Honourable Maſters, as believing it impoſ- 
ſible to be otherwiſe ; but am ſorry to ſay no ſuch eſſential and neceſſary method 
has been practiſcd for theſe ten years; a circumſtance I ſhould not mention here, 
did not what follows make it abſolutely neceſſary : for, on the contrary, Govin- 
dram Metre's houſe, I find, has, for that ſpace, been the place where the prices 
have been affixed to each farm, not by auction to the higheſt bidder, but pri- 
vately at the prices he choſe to take the beſt of them himſelf under fiftitious 
names; that is, thoſe that would yield the beſt and moſt certain profit; and dif- 
poſed of the others that were more precarious to his friends and dependants : 


theſe prices he reports to the Zemindar for his confirmation, and the ſeveral Pottahs 
„„ D 2 ie 
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are ordered to be drawn out accordingly. Of the farms which he has uſually taken 
to himſelf under fiftitious names, I ſhall now ſpeak only to the following, viz. 


Soota Nutty Haut, and] In the name of his ſervant Perethram Huzzurahe 


Suba Bazar 
Baug Buzar Haut and Buzar 
Charles Buzar and Haut | : 
Haut Cola Buzar All theſe in the name of Nilmony Goſe, his 
© Douba Parrah Brother Sookdeb Metre's grandſon. | 
Suttanutty's Dour Beckry and jj 
Koora Pocha 7 


It may be objected in his favour, that there might be loſs on theſe farms as 
well as gain; but this objection will avail him little, when I make it appear to 
your Honour, &c. that he ſecures his gain as ſoon as, or rather before, he takes 
them to himſelf, by farming them out again to third perſons; ſo that the caſe 
ſtands exactly thus :—This man has an abſolute truſt and confidence repoſed in 
him, in the diſpoſal of the Company's farms, the beſt of which he farms at an 
under rate to himſelf, in a fictitious name, and at the ſame time farms them out 
again at an immediate gain; a fraud than which I know not a greater. Your 

onour, &c. muſt be ſenſible how difficult it muſt be, to inveſtigate a ſeries of 
accounts and tranſactions for twenty-eight years paſt ; the forming vouchers for 
which, have, without controul, remained ſolely in the power of this man; and 
whatever evidence 2 5 have been againſt him, as to former times, does poſſibly 
now not exiſt: therefore the utmoſt that can be done in this caſe, is to fix him 
in frauds as near as I can to the preſent time; and equitably to recommend to 
your Honour, &c. on behalf of our Honourable Maſters, a judgment on the 
whole of his conduct, from the few ſpecimens I am now going to lay, in as clear 
a light as poſſible, before you : and firſt, I ſhall prove his having takea the ſeve- 
ral farms above-mentioned to himſelf at an under-rate, in the years 1749, 1750, 


and 1751, and farm d them out again at an immediate advance, Soota Nutty Haut 


and Suba Buzar being farm'd out in the different articles to different people. 
Anno. COTA NUTTY, HAUT: © 


1749 Farm'dat 3525 Farm'd out again at 4851 Gains per annum 1326 


1750 — _—_ os 3600 — = — as SR bad 5315 = 3 fs — 1715 
ff no Og "i. | obs; 


1750 — — - 1 1400 — - - == - = 2381 — — — — - 981 
V 2+ 2 7-0 57 abJe = [$455 5:04 A786 


Mc . 
. wat. 
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B AUG BUZ AR and HAUT. 


| Farm'd at 775 Farm'd toKitteram Paul 1200 Gains per annum 425 
765 to Purpuram ' 1000 - - 235 
to ditto i; = on 235 


1749 
. 
„„ 766 
DOOBA PARRAH SAT AR. 

1749 - ̈MQii » +08 to Harry Kiſſon Coyal 437 ** 
400 to Terra Chund Dutt 424 „ 270 


1750 - p47; 
1752 -!= 468 to-do |”, ,, SINE 9s 


KOORA PAC HA and D UAR BECKRY SOOTA NUTTY. 
5 162 Farm'd to Satoo Maſtr7 290 - = 88 


1 


„„ 

1948-2. 0 to Bechue Mundell 270 118 
1751 . PZ. to Ditto is - Rage 270 3 . 118 

CHARLES BUZ AR and HAUT. 

1749 - 2M 378 Farm'd to Kitteram Paul 416 „„ 38 
1730 240 to Purpuram Sircar 332; — 90 
171 ——- 240 to Harry Kiſſon Coyal 335 - - - 95 
fig 6 9844 


From the foregoing ſtatement, your Honour, &c. may readily judge, how 
immenſely the Company have been injured in the whole of their revenues during 
this man's long adminiſtration; but if we ſhould ſuppoſe he has only made this 
advantage during the ten years, laſt paſt that the farms have been in a manner 

abandoned to his conduct, we ſhall, by parity of reaſon, find the Company de- 
frauded, in that ſpace, of no lefs than the principal ſum of Rupees 328193 15 6 
in theſe farms only; but this favourable concluſion he has no right to expect, 
as I think I ſhall be able to demonſtrate, there is not any one branch of the Re- 
venues wherein he has not been conſiſtent in defrauding, to the utmoſt extent of 


his power. IN 

Before I quit this ſubject, I think it needful to inform your Honour, &c. that 
Govindram Metre has, this year, by his own authority, levied a tax from the far- 
mers of 21 per cent. on the amount of their ſeveral farms (over and above the 
10 per Cent. uſually taken from them, as the allowed perquiſite of the Zemin- 


dar) which he has converted to his own uſe. | 


The monthly charges Zemindary, is the next article I ſhall at preſent ſubmit to 
your Honour, &c's conſideration and cenſure, under three diwiſions, viz. fer- 
vants in monthly pay, charges making and repairing Cutchetr.es and Chowkey 
houſes, and Charges. 3585 | | 5 - 
| g i Is 
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In regard to the ſervants in the Cutcherry, I find the Company has been, time 
out of mind, defrauded by Govindram Metre, in the monthly ſum of 166 Ru- 
pees, excluſive of his monthly allowance of 112 8; the particulars of which 

are, viz. . | 0 | | „ 


27 Pykes, 17 always employed in his own ſervice, 3 whoſe pay) 
he has always received, and 7 his menial ſervants under thi 54 
denomination; 27 at 2 Rupees per menſem $55 Q 


19 Buckſerrias, 14 nominal only, and 5 at his town of Kiffen- q - 
Poor; for theſe he receives monthly | — 1 99. 
Boncheram receives no wages, yet charged at — — 8 
Kiſſen Goſe, Rogu Metre's Cotta ſervant — — 5 
Ramchurnd Tagoor, another ſervant of Rogu Metre — 3 
Barnaſa Scatdut, Metre's Maulda Gomaſtah — — 5 
Tiilluckram, under the name of Bredju Mahone — — 10 
6 Guallers  —— | — — 12 
Munkindram Mundell, at Metre's Gottabarr — — 3 
Nunderam Goſe, a gratuity | r 
- Rupees per menſem - |  —_—_ 166 


In this particular your Honour, &c. obſerves the Company has been defraud- 
ed of Rupees 1992 per annum; and as we cannot reaſonably imagine, he was leſs 
ſcrupulous when he was more indigent, ſo I think it will not be deemed unjuſt to 
charge him with this fraud for 28 years laſt paſt; and then it will appear, we 
have here another manifeſt claim on him, on behalf of our Honourable Maſters, 
for the principal ſum of Rupees 55776. EE: TY 


I am next to repreſent to your Honour, &c. that I have extracted from the 
monthly charges Zemindary, the expences account, making and repairing the 
ſeveral Cutcherries and Chowkey houſes, from February 1747, to March 1752 ; 
and find in that ſpace no leſs a ſum to that account, than Rupees 9018 8; a 
charge moſt infamous, and ſelf-evident to every member of this Board, when 1 
further inform your Honour, &c. that 5184 8 of this ſum is under the 
head of repairing the great Cutcherry, on which a tythe has not been expended 
in that time, as I will prove, if needful, from a thouſand witneſſes; and the ſame. 
as to the other ſtraw houſes, under the denomination of Cutcherry and Chowkey 
houſes ; but as I would rather leſſen than, exaggerate every charge againſt him, 
I will ſuppoſe the Company defrauded in this period of five years 7000 Rupees 
only, which, during his adminiſtration, will amount to the principal ſum of Ru- 


Pees 39, 200. 


The charges repairing the roads, drains and bridges, within the ſame period of 
time, I find ſwell'd to the enormous ſum of Rupees 7884 15 9; out of which 
there ſtands to the account of repairing the Dumdum and Barraſut roads, Ru- 


pees 2819; of which, 1036 7 is appropriated to the years 1750 and 1751. 
a N ow, 
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Now, to give your Honour, &c. a ſpecimen of his frauds in this part of the 
monthly charge, I will obſerve, that the Company is debted by him in October 
1751, Rupees 320 4, for the repairs of the Dumdum and Baraſut Roads; 
whereas, by the accounts I have laid before me, it appears there was really no 
more expended on theſe roads in the years 1750 and 1751, than 342 cownd, 6 
pund and 10 gundas of Cowries; and theſe collected from the neighbouring 
riots or tenants, which has been always practiſed towards repairing the out-roads. 
of the town (tho* where a Rupee has been collected, not more than fix Annaes 
have been expended) and the Company beſides conſtantly charged for this article 
at an immenſe rate; a double fraud, that merits the higheſt cenſure and puniſh- 
ment. From the conſideration of theſe particulars, it is manifeſt the Company 
has yearly. been defrauded of almoſt the whole that has been charged on this 
account, a ſmall expence on building and repairing two or three bridges excepted-;: 
which, with the utmoſt indulgence to him, cannot reduce the fraud within the five 
years above-ſpecified, to leſs than 6000 Rupees; and, on the whole of his admi- 
niſtration, to the principal ſum of 33600 Rupees. | e 


Laſt year I obſerve a charge continued for ten months, at the rate of 32 Ru- 
pees per menſem, on account of looking after Cutmah's houſes: the ponſways 
and guard employed for this ſervice were the monthly ſervants of the Company; 
and yet the Company is not only by Metre debted on this account, but I am very 
credibly informed, he likewiſe levied the ſame from the Cutmahs. I mention 
this article chiefly with a view of demonſtrating to your Honour, &c. that 
every intervening bye-path to knavery has been as regularly traverſed and infeſted 
by him as the high road. of iniquity, in which he has fo long and unmoleſted 
_ raiſed contributions from the Company, as well as every of the inhabitants that 
have unluckily fell within his gripe, or that of his ſon Rogu Metre. Inſtances 
of this laſt nature are ſo many, that, by what I have already heard, I fear if F 
had as many ears as Argus had eyes, they would be much too inſufficient to re- 
ceive them; but thoſe, with the proofs I am poſſeſſed of, touching his connec- 
tions with the common murderers and robbers of the town, I muſt reſerve for 
a volume by themſelves, and cloſe this preſent remonſtrance againſt him with re- 
capitulating and throwing into one total the foregoing principal ſums, for which, 
I am of opinion, the Company has an immediate and ſpecific claim on him, with 
intereſt that may be due thereon z juſt premiſing, that as wages is, or at leaſt 
ought to be, deem'd the reward of ſervice, and faithfulneſs ; and as this man, 
in the place of promoting the ſervice of the Company, has, in breach of his truſt 
and duty, injured their affairs by every wicked practice in his power, ſo I think: . 
he has very juſtly forfeited whatever wages he has received, and therefore ſubmit it 
to your Honour, &c. whether he ſhould not be mulcted in a ſum equal thereto; 
and as I cannot doubt but I ſhall. meet your concurrence in ſo equitable a charge, 
L will add it to the others, viz. 12 9 8 b 15 


9 years, at 30 Rupees per menſem — 23240 - 
oy Te ee 


* 


4 | 


26 J 


* 
* _ 


GOVINDRAM METRE ; | = 
To Frauds on the farms held himſelf  - - = 32813 15 6 
To ditro in the monthly charge of fervants - - 55776 o o 
To ditto account charges repairing the Cutcherrys - 39200 o 0 
To ditto account charges repairing the roads, cc. 33600 o © 
To ditto account the guard on Cotmah's houſe - = *= 320 © 0 
| | | 161709 15 6 
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I beg leave to repreſent to your Honour, &c. that when the intereſt which is 
ſtrictly due to the Company is calculated on the firſt total, it becomes a ſum of 
no ſmall importance; and therefore I humbly inſiſt, on the behalf of our Ho- 

nourable Maſters, that Govindram Metre be immediately committed to cloſe 
confinement, until the ſame is diſcharged ; and that a ſufficient military guard 
be, without loſs of time, placed on his ſeveral houſes; and that his Son Rogu 


Metre be obliged to give good ſecurity for his appearance, 

On entering my office, I found it heavily burthened with ſinecures, perqui- 
ſites, and unneceſſary ſervants, which I have the pleaſure to inform your Honour, 
&c. ſtand reduced for this month of Auguſt, to the amount of 550 Rupees, 
amongſt which the charge of Pykes was a very needleſs and conſiderable. one; 
for of the 143 retained in the ſervice, I found 64, : (excluſive of Metre's 27) ſta- 
tioned as a nightly guard to the ſeveral inhabitants houſes: as I ſaw-no propriety 
in the Company's bearing this expence (trifling to each individual, but a heavy 
one to them) I thought it reaſonable to retrench that amongſt the reſt, hav- 
ing ſtil] retained the Head Pyke, his 11 Niabs or deputies, and 35 Pykes only, 
as needful for the ſervice ; the Head Pyke ſtill remaining, as uſual, ſecurity for 
any night guard he ſends, at the requeſt of the inhabitants; and further than this, 
they are of no uſe towards the guarding or ſafety of the town; for, on ſtrict re- 
view and muſter of the whole body, I could not pick out more than zo that 
were trained Pykes, or had any pretenſion to that title, further than as they (oc- 
caſionally to paſs muſter) were loaded with their uſual arms, 


Jam, moſt reſpectfully, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, Fr 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


4 


To che Honourable Roger Drake, Eſq; Preſident and Gover- 

| nor, &c. Council. | 
1 Fg 33 Fort William, Aug. 17, 1752. 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, Cs N 
S it appears to me beyond a doubt, that Govindram Metre will not only 


make every delay in his power, in giving in his anſwer to the charge con- 
tained, 


* 


— 
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tained in my letter, addreſs'd to your Honour, &c. under date the 14th inſtant, 
but will, by every art and means, endeavour to take off the evidence againſt 
him; I think it extremely neceffary now to lay before you the nature of the 
proofs 'I have to _ the charge exhibired againſt him; which I requeſt 
may now be examined before the Board, or a Committee appointed, without loſs 
of time, for that purpoſe; of which, (as this affair is of no ſmall conſequence to 
the Company) I beg leave to move that the Prefident may be one. aha 


In regard, firſt, to the farms taken to himſelf, and farm'd out at an immediate 
advance, the particulars, as laid before your Honour, &e. I think he will not 
conteſt or deny; but if he ſhould, I have the ſeveral accounts thereof ready to 
be laid before you, ©. 11 „ h 


* Touching the overcharge of ſervants. in monthly pay, I need only refer your 
Honot'r, &c. to the Buxey's roll of the Pykes and Buckſerrias, and to the 
Cutcherry Podar, or Shroff, who is at hand with their ſeveral accounts. . 


The overcharge. account repairing the Cutcherrys is ſo ſelf-evident, that 1 need 
only refer your Honour, &c, to your own judgments, but more particularly to 
the gentlemen who have preceeded me in the office. 1 


| In tegard to che'doable fraud and” exorbitant charge of repairing the roads, I 

have ready to lay before this Board the Banian's books, employed on this ſervice, 

and the Head Peon attending him. „ 542 125 
: Touching the article of Cotmah's guard, I have now this further circumſtance 


to add, that in place of 320 Rupees charged the Company, and collected from 
the Cotmahs, 1 am BT eee from them on this account, Octo- 


ber 26, C, Rs. 654, 3. F 
On account Bolly and Perith Cotmah === — 25 f 
On account Duloll Cotmah - —— — 163 8 
On account Ponchu Cotman —— — 163 8 

n 634 0 
T 4 


For proof of this article, your Honour, &c. will be pleaſed to order tlie Cot- 
mahs to appear before you, and declare, on their oaths, if this fact is or is not 
as I have repreſented it. | | 4 iv - 


On the whole of theſe five articles, I can ſcarcely think he een 
enough to deny or conteſt any of them, as they each of them almoſt prove thet 

ſelyes; however if he ſnould, the proofs,” I may ſay, are now in a manner in the 
hands of your Honour, &. and you will doubtleſs take ſuch reſolutions therein, 8 
as will equitably conduce to the intereſt of our Honourable Maſters. 5 
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It is ſome concern to me, that I ſhould have ſo far differed in judgment from 
fo great a majority of this Board, when I thought the charge exhibited againſt 
Govindram Metre was ſelf evident enough to enforce the neceſſity of his confine- 
ment; but though my remonſtrance had not weight ſufficient, either to procure 
that, or even a guard for the ſecurity of his effects, yet that muſt not ſlacken 
my, endeavours in ſearch of the Company's rights; as I will ſtil] hope I ſhall 
not always be ſo unlucky, or ſo far miſtaken in my judgment, as to want 
the approbation and concurrence of your Honour, &c. in what I ſhall lay 
before ou... . C 


On taking charge of my office, I found the laſt monthly account of revenues 
delivered into council, was the month of March; on which I thought it expe- 
dient to haſten the accounts of April, May and June, as much as poſſible, but 
found the delays in Metre without end; when ſending for him into the publick 
Cutcherry, and aſking him the reaſon of theſe delays, his anſwer was, That it 
was occaſioned by ſome articles that he had recollected, which ought to have 
been brought to the credit of the Company ſooner, an account of- which he then 
gave me, to the amount of C. Rs. 2809 3 9, telling me he wanted to bring 
them to credit in the account of revenues for April; to which I objected, that 
as he was ſenſible J had traced thoſe very frauds, and that ſome of them were 
five years ſtanding, I could not admit of more being brought to credit in April, 
than were really the tranſactions of the preceding year, which I likewiſe repre- 
ſented to Mr. a aba and met with his approval; accordingly, in the 
accounts revenues for April, laid before your Honour, &c. the 13th inſtant, 
Rupees 842 8 of the above ſum is brought to credit, ſo that according to his 
account delivered me, there remains a balance due to the Company of 
C. Rs. 1966 11 9, account frauds confeſſed, in the ſeveral articles of duty 
on Rice, Salliſnammah, {or arbitration bonds) Ruſſey Sallamy, (or meaſuring 
conteſted grounds) Gur Huzreys (or ſervants wages forfeited) and Moorian- 
noes, from April 1747, during the ſeveral Zemindaries of Meſſrs. Kempe, 
Eyles, Cruttenden and Watts;—uſtly-call theſe. frauds. confeſſed, not only as he 
knew I had traced them, but becauſe I have this convincing argument to 
alledge, they never would have. been brought to credit, but as a conſequence 
of the ſcrutiny I had begun to make into his conduct; for he had as early as the 
29th of June, adjuſted the account revenues for the month of April, and cloſed 
the credit ſide of the account; and the whole was wrote fair, and wanted only 
balancing and ſigning, and not one of theſe recollected articles brought to credit. 
But as almoſt every hour comes freighted with his frauds, it is my duty to lay 


them before your Honour, &c. as they occur, 


— 


VUnteram Dut ſtood during Mr. Forſter's government, a penſioner on dhe 
Cutcherry books, at 20 Rupees per menſem, which he received till Mr. Eyles ſtruck. 
him off. In the beginning of Mr. Rooper's Zemindary he was again reſtored, and: 
received one months allowance; but fince that it has been received by Metre or 
| Rogu Metre, on pretence of a balance due from Unteram to the latter, 24, 
months, at 20 Rupees, is 460: for proof of which the Cutcherry Podar, and 


The | 


Untetam are in waiting, 


1 29 J 


Phe 15th, Goſebeg Jemmautdaar complained to me, that he had not received 
a Cowrie of the wages due to him and ten Peons, that were placed as a guard 
at Govindpoor Gunge in March laſt, to look after the rice. Recollecting a 
charge of this kind, I turned to that month's account revenues, and found the 
Company debted for Rs. 232 10 for this ſervice; account 20 Buck ſerrias and two 
Ponſoys, whereas there was in truth only the Peons above mentioned, and i0 of 
the Company's Buckſerrias from the different Chowkeys on board the Pon- 
ſways, and the expence of the Ponſways I find was paid by Moideb Huzzarah; 
and though the charge is continued to the Company for two months and four 
days, yet they were actually no longer on this ſervice than one month and 
ſeven days, —as Goſebeg, Sowanny, Ponſwaar, and Ballmun Mangu, are now in 


waiting to prove. 


4 OT NM UA CERTAIN 
By complaint from Nour Cawn, I find, that in a long family diſpute between 
him and his brother Haſſein Cawn's widow, the amount of 2107 C. Rs. has 
been collected from them both, 200 Sicca Rupees of Which was received by 
— — — M3 * eee. 358K 3 „ 
Metre, account duty on raw filk, and the reft in Hines, neither of "which bas 
been brought to the Company's credit. The particulars of this infamqus affair are 
too prolix to enumerate to your Honour, &c. at preſent, therefore ſhall only requeſt 
. « | 3 3 f nenn neee EX SEES ENF. 3 HOY 
he may be interrogated as to the fact. Os n 


The next article I have to ſubmit to your Honour's, &c. judgment, is of a 
moſt flagitious nature, and at the ſame time, will prove as well his perfidiouſneſs 


* 


to the Company, as his connection with the common robbers and murderers, that 


have ſo many years infeſted the ſettlement; 1 may too juſtly ſay, under his 
wing and protection, to the laſting ſtain I fear of our name and government: 
About the latter end of April 1750, the Head Pyke informed Govindram Metre, 


that he had taken a notorious Decoyt named Diaram, (commonly called Dia) 


in the houſe of one Moideb Cuſſarry, who was likewiſe known to be connected 
with theſe Decoyts. To give your Honour, &c. the reſult of this affair in as few 
words as poſſible, the Head Pyke was ordered by Metre, to fell Moideb's houſe 
and effects, which was accordingly done the firſt of May, the former for 300 Rupees, 
and the latter for two, and the amount C. Rs. 300 paid by the Head Pyke by 


Metre's order to Diaram Goſe, his relation, and head writer in the Cutcherry, and 


the murderer ordered to be releaſed. The proof gf theſe facts are now in 


writing, and more inſtances of this nature, IJ have ready to produce againſt him, 


: 


when your Honour, &c. has more leiſure than you have a 


T LI > 


them, or than indeed I have at preſent to enumerate them, _ e 
J have a ſingle obſervation to make to your Honour, &c on two articles con- 

tained in Metre's account frauds confeſſed ; Gurr Huzreys from 1747 to 175t, 

in that ſpace he brings to the credit of the Company on that account 392 8 Rupees; 

now from the nature of things, this deduction muſt have been always made, 

more or leſs, from the wages of the Buxerries, Pykes, &c:—But What is 

become of it? for, with the utmoſt diligence, I can trace 

this article. e oY ne nan (Eee 75, Ham, 
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+ The article Mooriannoes, I believe, may need ſome explanation, as intredue- 
tory to my obſervation, oh it. On every complaint where a Peon is ordered, 
he receives from the delinquent or defendant three punds of Cowries a day, one 
pund of which he keeps, to himſelf, one pund 14 gundas belongs to the Com- 
pany under the head of Etlack, and the remaining fix gundas is daily collected 
apart, out of which the Etlack Mories or writers, are paid their wages, and the 
over · plus remains to the Company; on account of this article, Metre, in his 
account frauds confeſſed, brings to credit 370 Rupees from 1749 to 1731, but 
as 1 find no credit 2 fince Auguſt and September 1743, on this accaunt, I 
muſt conclude, a further fraud in this, as well as the laſt mentioned artiele; 
both which 1 ſubmit to your; Honour, &c, judgment. 


GOVINDRAM METRE pr. 


To account Cutmah's guards — — /F33 4 
T oo account frauds confeſſed  —— — 1966 119 


©, To account Unteram Dutt — ——— 400 
Io account the guard at the Rice gunge — = 232 10. 
Io account Nour Cawn, and Hoſſein Cawu's widow,  -- 21079 _ . 
Tuo account Moideb's houſe and effect. — — 00 


Principal C. Rs. 36 59 
am moſt reſpectfull, | 
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JI the Honourable Roger Drake, Eſq; Preſident and Gover- 
17-368 | | | Fort William, Auguſt 27; 17 * 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, | 3 4 71 5 r n 15 FOES! vat i 
I Obſerve that Govindram Metre. has (in two letters, under date the 17th and 24th 
inſtant) put in anſwer to the two firſt charges I have exhibited. againſt him, 
on which I beg leave to remark, that if he is thus permitted to anſwer in a 
long and fallacious narrative, to every ſingle charge, I. foreſee a ſcrutiny in- 


to his conduct may become a work of ſome years; and will be ſuch-a heavy 


tax on my time, that the needful, and I may ſay: hourly attention to my office, 


will by no means admit of; becauſe my replying to ſuch anſwers. will be abſo- 


lutely neceſſary, or our honourable maſters may be impoſed on, by the ſpeciouſ- 
neſs of their appearance; and my replies may occaſion his rejoinders to the end 
of the chapter: The charges I lay againſt him conſiſt not in argument, but facts, 
1 | 2 which 


* 


Vhich it is only incumbent on him to admit or deny. If my. information is wrong, 
and fail in the proof of them, he will thereby become ſufficiently vindicated; 
therefore, effectually to put a ſtop to this tedious method, I will only give your 
Honour, &c. the trouble of this reply, and in future barely lay before the 

Committee whatever facts occur to me, ſubſequent to my preſent information. 


I admit his appeal to the Gentlemen that have filled. the ſtation of Zeminda © 
to be ſtrictly true; and I have long known ſuch application to them, on the ſale | 
of the farms, to be his conſtant method of blinding them, as he well knew none 
durſt give them intelligence of their real worth: His impoſition on your Honour, 
&c. in this argument, I cannot help calling extremely audacious ; he ſays, © he 
« always adviſed the Zemindars a month before the time of ſale, of the urmoſt 
& price he could get for the farms. Why, Gent!emen ! the Pottahs, by which 
he farm'd out on. his own account the farms now under conſideration, and which 
carry an advance (ſome of them) of 70, 80, and 100 per cent. bears date the ſame 
day with thoſe, whereby he calls them to himſelf, in a fictiticus name, at that loſs 
to our honourable employers : can your Honour, &c, want a ſtronger proof of 
matchleſs fraud and iniquity than this? I think not. I dare fay I ſhall meet 
your concurrence in giving it theſe juſt. appellations. He further ſays, he gave 
more for the ſix farms in 1749, than was given the year before; this I admit; 

and muſt remark his advancing ſometimes, in a trifling degree, the prices of the 
farms, as another artful means of blinding his maſters : 501 his AHertion, that 
he gave more for the ſix. farms the two next years, than he gave in 1749, 
is far from truth; for I have only to refer your Honour, &c.. to my letter under 
date the 13th inſtant, and you will obſerve, for three of them te gives leſs, nay 
tho' he farms two of the three on his own account at a higher rate in 1750 and 
1751, than in 1749. As to the deduction of the duſſutary, or 10 per cent, for 
the Zemindar, it docs not appear to me in any degree prebable, that he would 
ne glect levying this fee from thoſe to whom he rented the farms on bis own-ac- 
count; which he might do as, juſtly as he levied the 22 per cent. the laft year, 
notwithſtanding the reaſons by which he att mpts to palliate that act of pos er 
and oppreſſion, He infinuates my leaving, cut Haut Cola Buzar in my ſecond 
liſt with deſign, as knowing he loſt by that Buzar : that I was not capable of 
ſo. unworthy a deſign, is manifeſt from my mentioning it ia my fiſt liſt; and 
2C1ly,. becauſe 1 know, and will prove, he neither loft or gained by it in the 
year 1749 and 1750; but that he gained 40 Rupees, by it in 1751, when, he 
took it at 177 Rupees, and farm'd it our, again to Purpuram at 217 Rupees. 
He may with equal truth ſay, it is with deſign, in the calculate of his wages, 
where I charge him 9696, inſtead of 8484; which is as manifeſt a_ miſtake, as 
my leaving out the other Buzar in my ſecond, lift. “ He fays, that every Ra- 
© jah's and Zemindar's Duan, over the whole kingdom, is indulged with. ſome 
farms for his own profit ; as he cann:t, from his wages, keep up the equipage 
«and attendance neceſſaty for an officer in his ſtation.“ This is calculated to de- 
ceive elſew here, as he muſt. know. your Honour, Kc. is better acquaint q with 
the nature of this government. We know it is a very uſual thing for a Duan, cr 
a Duan's Niab, to repreſent to their principal, that ſuch or ſuch a farm or 8 


Wt 

Tand produces ſuch-an annual profit, and ſolicits that he may hold it -himfelf ; but 
ir is as well known, that if he is detected in concealing the real profits, or holds 
them clandeſtinely in others names, or is found guilty of oppreſſing or exacting 
from the people more than the eſtabliſhed duties, the laſh, fetters, impriſonment, 
and confiſcation, are the immediate conſequents; one crime fully proved againſt 
him implies the whole, and he is treated accordingly. To inſtance one that Me- 
tre is perfectly acquainted with—A bout. 15 years ago, Sahib Ray was Duan to 
Kritichund Raja; this Dnan had a Niab, or deputy, named Gopee Sing, who 
was convicted of holding farms clandeſtinely, of oppreſſing the people, and of 
perpretating other crimes now laid to the charge of Govindram Metre : his puniſh- 
ment was very remarkable ; for after ſeverely ſuffering the laſh, chains, impri- 
ſonment, and confiſcation, he was fixed in the public highway, and an order iſ- 
ſucd for every paſſenger to kick him on the head, under which miſerable ſituation 
he expired. As Metre's own confeſſion ſpeaks his having plundered agreeable 
to the maxims of his own nation, ſo he himſelf has pointed out, that the laws of his 
own nation ought to be the meaſure. of his puniſhment; and I am much deceived, if 
your Honour, &c. will not find in the end, that his crimes are in no ſhape infe- 
rior to thoſe of Gopee Sing's. As to his inſinuations touching equipage and at- 
| tendance, I know not, that from the nature of his employ in this ſettlement, he 
was intitled to either, in the ſenſe he would imply: How and by what means 
he had accumulated a judicial power in the place, ten times greater than nine- 
tenths of his maſters, is a point I will not. diſcuſs; but certain it is, that 
his acquiring any was foreign to his ſtation, which ſtrictly was no more 
than a head ſervant of the Zemindar's, and a ſuperintendant of the writers and 
other ſervants employed in the revenues; which ſtation ſome one or other muſt 
Hill, without the minuteſt neceſſity of his gaining power, name, or equipage ; 
at leaſt I will venture to aſſure your Honour, &c, none ſhall, whilſt 1 have the 
honour of being at the head of the office. 55 ö 
Metre objects to my charging him ten years on the ſix farms; to which I ſay, 
that where a fraud of three years is proved upon him, I ſee no injuſtice in con- 
cluding, that fraud was. extended further, when the means were equally in his 
power, tho? perpetrated, poſlibly, by different methods. In this, I am ſure, I 
treat him ſtrictly conformable to his own laws, which himſelf has pleaded in his 
favour ; but this charge I will further illuſtrate to your Honour in ſimilar in- 
flances, where his clandeſtine gains have been much greater than thoſe already 
laid before you. The Nimmuck Mahal, or Salt Farm, was farm'd by Narratun 
Biſwaſs, at 1651 10 6 in the year 1751, under a ſtrict ſtipulation and 
order of the Zemindary, that he was to levy a duty on that article only of 154 
annaes per cent. when his year expired. Metre ſent for one Ramram Bole, 
whom he took into his ſervice, and placed in the management of that farm, tell- 
ing him, the duty was now to be collected on the Company's account, with or- 
ders to let him know, at the end of two or three months, what it produced : 
this produce amounting, in the months of November, Decèmber, and January, 
to between goo and 1000 Rupees, Metre takes the farm to himſelf, in the name 
of one Conju Boſe ; and as an inſtance of his merit and vigilance, advances to 
OD R 1 8 | the 
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the Company 152 4 3 more than it farm'd at the year | before; this 
farm has ever ſince been in his hands, in fictitious names, at a ſmall annuat 
advance; and he has, according to my information, made in theſe 10 or years, 
| a profit of at leaſt 40, ooo on this farm: the proofs of this muſt in ſome degree 

reſt with your Honour, &c. by ſtrictly ordering the Amdanny and Rufftanny 
accounts, or imports and exports of that article, to be laid before the Com- 
mittee. When this farm was laſt year put up to public ſale, by order of Mr. Bur- 
row, your Honour, &c. may remark, it roſe — 2400 to 4034 Rupees; a 
ſtrong proof of the frauds committed in t. 


The Vermillion Farm produced in 1738, Rupees 412; in 17390 Me- 
tre takes it at 200; and it has been in his hands clandeſtinely, in the names of his 
ſervants, ever ſince, and only raiſed to 225. His profits on this farm, I am inform- 
ed, during theſe 13 or 14 years, amount to Rupees 30,000 at leaſt: the proof of 
which mult likewiſe, as in the laſt article, reſt on your Honour, &c. by ordering 


| him to lay the accounts of both, on his oath, before the committee. © 


In the duty on Chinam, timbers and fale of boats, I find, by extracts from 
the ſeveral Aſſammees Books, Rupees 960 2 collected by Connuram Tagoor, 
from November laſt to June incluſive, of which there is only brought to credit 
- annually about 300 Rupees; ſo that there has been an annual fraud in it at leaſt 
1000 Rupees: and I think no body will ſay or believe, that this ſervant of 
Metre's can have ſecreted this annual ſum, 7 oO on we HD et 


Alfter all; it might have been imagined, that, ' ſince the Company had been 
thus defrauded in the annual ſale of their farms, thoſe ſums for which they were 
fold (however leſs than their real value) would at leaſt have been brought to their 
credit; but on the contrary, I am ſorry to adviſe your Honour, &c. that has not 
been the caſe ; for having ordered the beſt Moories I could employ, to draw out, 
by way of account current, a ſtatement of the yearly amount the Pottahs 
and the credits, as they ſtand in the monthly account revenues, from 1738 to 
| November 1751, I find no leſs a ſum than Rupees 7219, not brought to credit ;;. 
ſo that it is too ſtrictly verified, what I have before aſſerted, that there has been. 
no method uneſſayed by this man, where there was a poſſibility of his injuring the 
truſt repoſed in him. TY . ee ee 


I have nothing more to trouble your Honour, &c. with, in reply to his an- 
ſwer of the 17th, than to aver, he has never been debarred inſpecting, 
any book whatever in the Cutcherry, that he might think neceſſary for his de- 
fence; and I have given orders, that he may take any copies from thence he, 

leaſes. His letter of the 24th needs no reply, as the confuting it wholly: 
38 on proofs to be laid before the Committee: for my on part, 1 muſt. 
once more repeat my opinion, that his frauds are too obvious to afford a doubt; 
but the moſt convincing proof of them will appear in the increaſe of the reve- 
nues, which points out to me an expedient for your Honour, &c. 's deliberation, 


that in my own judgment carries great equity with it, and would fave us from 5 
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9 af e fe 9 which muſt reſult from A particular Enquiry into every Ar 
ticle of his frauds, . is of 


I believe it can hardly be imagined, that, with our utmoſt vigilance and atten- 
tion, we ſhall be able to make ſo much of the Company's revenues, as have been 
made of them whillt under his management; notwithſtanding which, I would 
propoſe, that he give good and ſufficient ſecurity to refund two-thirds of the 
edium of the increaſe on two years revenues, commencing from the firſt of 
Foly laft; and the better to eſtimate in what ſum he ſhall be obliged to give 
ſecurity, I will ſuppoſe a medium increaſe of 30,000 Rupees, (and leſs, I will 
venture to ſay, will not be, and yet the poor in many circumſtances relieved) 
tworthirds of which ſhall be deemed the ſum the Company has been annually de- 
frauded of, whilſt the revenues have been under his conduct; hence the ſecurity 
will be in the ſum, of 560,000 Rupees. I am afraid your Honour, &c. will 
tink me too indulgent to Metre in this propoſition, as there will be ſo confi- 
derable a loſs of intereſt to the Company: however, I will ſubmit it, as it is, 
to your determination. Touching the examination in council of Anderam Dut, 
and Rogu Metre, I beg to be indulged a few words more, juſt to abſerve that 
the conteſted accounts between them is foreign to my charge; it is enough 
that it is ſupported by the confeſſion of Rogu Metre, and the depoſitions of 
Anderam Dut, and Bulram Podar; ſo that I myſt ſtill be of opinion, the 
Company. have an undoubred claim on Roju Metre for the 460 Rupees, as he, 
nor none elſe, in my judgment, can be juſiity'd in making a property of the Com- 
pany to reimburſe themſelves, even ſuppoling he had any juſt demand on Ande- 
ram, Which I have too much reaſon to believe was not the caſe. I remain, 
molt reſpectfully, Frey . | 
Es e EG + » Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
5 Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


P. S. Since my cloſing the above, my Moories have brought me in their re- 
port of the deficiencies in the duty on exportation of Rice, by which I find 
the Company defrauded of Rupees 8605 8 6 from Anno 1738, to April 
1752, including 1175 15 6 Rupees, which ſtand in his account frauds 
confeſſed. Permit me to remark, that as Metre has been hardy enough to 
embezzle ſuch conſiderable ſums on the farms, and on this laſt- mentioned arti- 
cle of duty on rice exported, tho* both under the check of an Engliſh regiſter, 
what bounds can we” ſuppoſe reſtrained him during the preceding 14 years on 
the whole of the revenues, when he had no check at all upon him; for I can 
trace no Cutcherry accounts prior to 1738. If I ask for the accounts of the 
Gunge before it was farm'd I am told they were waſh'd away in the great ſtorm ;' 
and if I enquire for any other accounts relative to the revenues, antecedent to 
the above year, I am told the White Ants have deſtroyed them. | 


1 am, (ut ſupra.). 
"5 
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To the Honourable Roger Deke. Eſq; Preſident and Governor of 


| Fort William, &c. Council. eee HU 


Hlonourable Sir and Sirs, 4 e het de e eee 
iſt, I N obedience to your commands touching our Honourable Maſters letter of 


the 16th January 1752, 1 now lay before you, the reſult of my enquiries 


into the ſeveral particulars relative to the office of the Zemindary, and ſtate of 
the Company's revenues; but as a ſcrutiny of this kind is intirely new, and 
accompanied with very few traces to guide me in the ſearch, your Honour, &c. I 
hope will not think I have been tardy in the execution of your orders. As 
the taſk aſſigned me has really been a very heavy, though neceſſary one, yet 
I have had this ſatis faction attending it, that thereby the Company's revenues will 
in future be put on ſuch à footing, that it will be ſcarcely; poſſible for further 
depredations to be made on them of any conſequence, as not only the board, but 
every ſucceeding Zemindar, may at any time, and at one view, acquire a know- 
ledge of every branch of the Company's duties. The accounts of which, to the 
minuteſt article, are now kept in Engliſh, by which means the Preſident and Council 
will have it in their power, to be a conſtant check upon the Zemindar, as col- 
lector of the revenues, and the Zemindar on the ſubordinate ſervants of the 
Cutcherry, to whoſe management (from the fluctuating poſt of the Zemindar, 
his deficiency in the language, and the want of ſome work of this kind) the re- 
venues have in a manner been abandoned, though unavoidably ſo, from the above 
_ cauſes. 27 i A ps 

2d. A reply to the latter part of our Honourable Maſters firſt paragraph 
will with more propriety come from your Honour, &c. however I mult beg 
leave juſt to give you my thoughts on the ſubject, which poſſibly may coincide 
with your own, otherwiſe you will doubtleſs reply to it more fully, and correct 
me where you. think I may have erred. As to a rehearing of any matter deter- 
mined in the Cutcherry, to a certain value, I ſubmit it to your Honour, &c. 
whether an eſtabliſhed order or rule of Cutcherry to this purport, would not 
be attended with the utmoſt inconvenience; for as theſe people are beyond 
doubt the moſt litigious people exiſting, it is as certain that no cauſe to that 
value would ever be determin:d without a rehearing. At the ſame time, permit me 
to obſerve, that it is hardly to be imagined a Zemindar would refuſe to rehear 


any cauſe, upon proper repreſentations made to him; but our Honourable 
Maſters will be convinced, from copy of the judicial proceedings tranſmitted 


them, that the Zemindar who purſues the ſame method, will need little check 
on his judgments regarding property; for it will there appear an in variable rule, 
to have every cauſe determined by arbitrators of the parties own chuſing, unleſs 
in claims ſo obvious as to admit of no conteſt, ſuch as thoſe ar ſing on mort- 
gages, &c. or thoſe of very ſmall value, where the parties are ſo indigent as 
not to be able to pay the fees on the 3 bonds. And when the 8 
| | Eh | 1 
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happen to be equally divided in their Judgments, the Zemindar interferes no 
farther than in nominating an umpire, who ſhall! be acceptable to both parties; 
but if objected to by either, then each to nominate an umpire, and chance to 
determine; but an inſtance of this laſt kind has not happened fince I have been 
in the office. Wherever it appears that the Zemindary embezzles the Company's 
revenues, oppreſſes the people, or is guilty of corruption in his judicial proceed- 
ings, our Honourable Maſters have left it to your Honour, &c. the redreſſing 
theſe evils, by ſuſpending him from his poſt; but an appeal from his judgments 
1 do not think the nature of the office will admit of, as they are put in 
execution as ſoon as pronounced; but if your Honour, &c. think otherwiſe, I ſhall 
moſt chearfully ſubmit to any. orders you ſhall tranſmit me on that head. Our 
Honourable Maſters, by ordering an Engliſh regiſter of the proceedings and 
fines to be regularly kept, and from time to time laid before you, and direct- 
ing the aſſiſtants to attend on Cutcherry days, appear to me to have been the 
beſt checks on the Zemindar that could have been deviſed ; to which permit me 
to recommend to your Honour, &c. that you iflue an order from the board, that 
no Zemindar in future preſume to determine any cauſe privately at his own_ 
houſe, but in publick Cutcherry, as the contrary practice may give a latitude to 

Eo (oY oe CEE. | | | 


za. Under your Honour's, &c. influence and orders, the intentions of our 
Honourable Maſters as ſet forth in their ſecond paragraph, are already in part 
put in execution. The farms have been fold at public outcry, agreeable to 
their inſtructions, and the poor are relieved by remitting ſix of the loweſt farms, 
as producing little more to the Company than diſcredit. The ſeaſon being now 
arrived for meaſuring the ground, my utmoſt care and attention ſhall be employed 
in putting our Honourable Maſters orders on that head in execution. In confor- 
mity to your Honour, &c. orders, I have made the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny /into the 
ſeveral charges of Banians, writers, and other ſervants of the Cutcherry, under 
the denomigatiop of Pikes, Peons, and Buckſerries; alſo the charge of Chowkey 
Boats; and for the reduction made in theſe articles, refer you to the ſeveral monthly 
accounts revenues for July, Auguſt, September and October, ready to be laid 
before you, as ſoon as the months of May and June are paſſed in council: I have 
alſo made the like ſcrutiny into the heavy charge of repairing the roads, drains, 
&c. and making and repairing the ſeveral Cutcherry, and Chowkey houſes, 
the exorbitancy of which will beſt appear from the future charges in theſe parti- 
culars. And to Hluſtrate the benefit ariſing to our Honourable Employers from 
your or.lers touching the monthly charges Zemindary, I beg leave to inform 
your Honour, &c. that I have taken the medium of the laſt three years nominal 
and real current charges of this office, as being the loweſt, and find it amount 
to Current Rupees 29818 per annum: the charge of ſervants under every 
deromination and Chowkey Boats ſtand for October reduced to 1567 Rupees 
"a menſem, (or thereabouts, for it is impoſſible to ſpecify within five or ten 
Rupees) or 18804 Current Rupees per annum; to this I will add the large 
allowance of 1200 Rupees per annum, account repairing the roads, &c. 
and making and repairing the ſeveral Cutcherries and Chowkey houſes, and 

| | | ether 
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other incidental charges; which makes the whole annual charges Zemindaty 
amount only to 20, oo4 Rupees, from which I think it cannot vary 200 Rupees. 
Thus I have the pleaſure of demonſtrating to your Honour, &c. an annual 
ſaving of near 10,000 Rupees. And if the preſent charge can in any ſhape, - 
with propriety, be further reduced, my utmoſt endeavours ſhall not be wanting. 
In regard to the laſt part of this paragraph, and part of the third, I have only to 
obſerve to your Honour, &c. for the information of our Honourable Maſters, 
that the Duſſutary, or 10 per Cent. on the annual ſale of the farms, from the beſt 
intelligence I can acquire, has been exacted from the farmers, (I believe with the 
knowledge of the Board) by every Zemindar (Mr. Jackſon excepted) as an eſta- 
bliſhed fee or perquiſite ; but how this cuſtom obtained, or by what appointment 
it became eſtabliſhed, I cannot learn. Be this as it may, it will require very few. 
words to demonſtrate, the Company have ſuffered this deduction on their farms 
for 13 or 14 years, and that they, and not the farmers, have been the loſers. 
The value affixed to each farm has been in current Rupees; but the Duffarary* 
collected has been always in Madraſs Rupees, (the Gunge excepted) which is 
adding 10 per Cent, upon, the Duſſutary. This article is now brought to the 
credit of the Company, and points out another gain of current Rupees 6457, 
as per account fales of the farms 2oth October, already before you. I have 
only to add, that every Cutcherry allowance, fee, and perquilite, formerly 
appropriated to the Zemindar, are now alſo duly brought to the Company's 
credit. | „ 


4th. Our Honourable Maſters 5th paragraph remains now only to be ſpoke to, 

wherein we are directed to tranſmit them a particular deſcription of the ſeveral 
branches of duty belonging to the Zemindary, with the ſeveral articles of revenue, 
under the inſpection of the Zemindar, and explain the nature of them. To make 
this deſcription the more intelligible, I think it expedient to divide the whole of 
the Company's revenues under three heads; viz. Ground-rent, Farms, and the 
ſeveral Duties ariſing on articles not farmed, but collected daily, and ariſing from 
the current tranſactions of the Cutcherry, Touching. the firſt head, I imagine 1 
ſhall have occaſion to addreſs your Honour, &c. largely, when I have com- 

leated the meaſurement of the ground; ſo that what I lay before you now on this. 
ſubje&, I take as ſtanding at preſent on the Cutcherry books, and would only 
have it eſteemed as a ſhort introduction to that, period. The town of Calcutta is 
divided into four principal diſtricts, under the denominations of Dee Calculla, 
(under which Jahn Nagore is included) Govindpoore,: Soota Nutty, and Bazar Cal- 
cutta; to each of which, and to the great Bazar, are appropriated. a diſtinct 
Cutcherry, whoſe accounts are all tranſmitted to, and center in the great Cutcherry of 
Dee Calcutta, Theſe four diſtricts contain 54.72 4 Bega of ground, (each containing 
20 Cotia) on which the Company receive ground-reat at 3 Sicca Rupees per Bega 

per annum, ſome few places excepred, _ hereafter to be ſpecified, which pay a leſs. 
rent. Excluſive of the above 54744 Bega, the Company poſſeſs 733 Bega, which 
pay no ground-rent. The diſtribution of ground that pays rent, and that which , 
pays none, is as follows, viz. PET 1 N 

1 EF. 21 ; Ground- 
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- Ground-rent received on Ground on which no Rent is received. 
Bega Cotta 1 | - Bega Cotta 
Dee Calcutta 1704 3 Containing houſes 3422 Ground occupied by act 1. 3 
Soota Nutty 1861 5 4 - . - — ©. 2374 Company 9] 
Govindpoore 1044 13 * = „„ Donations - 16 11 
Bazar Calcutta 560 2 1 - - 989 Churches «vs 7 19 
hn Nagore 228 1 E - - - 606 Moors Moſques - 15 72 
Baag Buzar - $57 17 1 - — 173 To Gentoo Idols . 13 13 
Lott Buzar - 10 53 I Givea to ſundry Bramins 242 | 
Santoſe Buzar 1 "HET. 3 Ditto to the Gentoo Poor 14 12 
— —ͤ—D.:.ô— | — Ditto to the Moors ditto 30 15 
5472 © 4 Potta's, orhouſes 9451 Grounds bought bj 
| 733 Each potta or -.. » devout perſons to F 62 18 4 
| — — houſe poſſeſſing make Tanks Ae Sx 
Total of the „dan an average Indulgences - - 18 10 2 
Company's deres O * omething ſhort | ö | — 
Ground 5 of 1 Bega and 15 | . 8 „ 7 Bega 543 
— — — Cotta of Ground —— — 


N. 
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Within the Company's bounds, there is alſo ground poſſeſſed by proprietors, 
" independant of our Government, to the amount of about 3050 Bega, according 
to the exacteſt eſtimate I can at preſent make, viz. | ror Ig 


The diſtri of Simlea 1000 
Molunga $800 

Mirzapoor 1000, 

. Hogulcourea 250 


B. 3050 


Theſe 3050 Bega, calculated agreeable to the foregoing proportion, will be found 
to contain 5267 houſes ; which, added to thoſe under the Company's protection, 
will make the whole amount of houſes 14718. I add them together, becauſe they 
equally contribute to the conſumption of thoſe articles, on which the Comp.ny's 
revenues ariſe. The independence of the above 4 diſtricts aroſe from the towns 
originally belonging to different proprietors; and when the Phirmaund gave us a 
grant to purchaſe theſe towns, with the reſtriction of ſatisfying the Z-mindars, 
ſome of them could not be prevailed” upon to alienate theirs: fo that in conſe- 
quence they have remained diſtinct and independant ever ſince. The proprietors 
of the above 14718 houſes, for diſtinction ſake, I will cail Principal Tenants, or 
Holders of Pottas ; who have again their lodgers or under-tenants, within the 
limits of their reſpective Pottas, in the following proportion on an average, 
agreeable to the exacteſt judgment I can make, as well as the beſt information 1 
have acquired, viz. each principal Potta-holder, who poſſeſſes 1 Bega of ground, 
has five under-tenants who hold of him; therefore, adding the 3050 Bega con- 
tained in the four independant towns, to the 5472 Bega, the property. of the 
9 | K Company, 


* 


(as I am told) deſtroy 
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Company, the whole amount of Bega's will be 8322; and this again multiplied. 


by 6, will give the number of houſes that ate properly in Calcutta, viz. 51132 
and this ſum again multiplied by 8, a very moderate eſtimate of the inhabitants 
contained in each houſe, it gives the number of fouls in Calcutta, viz. 499056 
conſtant inhabitants, without reckoning the multitude that daily come in and 
return, but yet add to the conſumption of the place. I will trouble your Ho- 
nour, &c. at preſent on this ſubje&, no farther than juſt to reduce the Bega 
into Engliſh meaſure, and point out to our Honourable Maſters the extent of 
ground they poſſeſs in this ſettlement. The Bega is in length 126 + feet, which, 
multiplied into itſelf, gives 16,002 ſquare feet in a ſquare Bega; an acre con- 
tains ſquare feet 43.360: therefore a Bega is to an Acre, as 367 to 1000, or 
as 11 to 30 the neareſt. | | . 


＋ 
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5th. The farms come next under conſideration; and firſt of the Gunge, or 
Mondy Bazar, ſituated. in the diſtriẽt of Govindpoore. Touching this article, I 
„ mn 5 to the year 1738, all preceding accounts of it being 
in the great ſtorm. This farm has produced to the 

Company, ſince it was firſt farmed, as follous, vs. 


2 «42: 3 ” - 
3.3 34 iS 29 21 


A“ 1738 — 6301 Brought forward + - R. 6260“ 
1739 — 65053 19746 — 1320 - - „ 
1740 — 9025 2747 —17002 ©: SH WTR) 

1741 6635 260918203 0196 - . + 
K342= 0855 11c2 01. 21:19749—14004 ' 5 
1743 — 7600: « 1%; ne ieee 22185 
1744 — 8500 17751—12010 | 1 

1745 — 11200 8 CTFCCCCCC7CCC0ͤ ²Ü D 19911% , - envi 

6264 , Current R 169921 The medium 11328 
| — — — per ann. 


The ſeveral articles on which a. duty is collected at the Gunge, are, Rice, 
Paddy, Gram, and all other kinds of grain; as alſo on Tobacco, Gee, Matts, 
Poultry, Bay Leaves, Thread, Beeds, Cloth, Oil, Gunnys, Copoſs, Seeds, 


Bectlenut exported : in ſhort, on every article that comes into commen food, or 


the common neceſſaries of life. The duty collected by the Farmer of the Gunge 
on Rice, at 1 Maund per Rupee, is the neareſt 8 per Cent. and on every other 
article 3 Pices Sicca per Rupee, or 1 Rupee 9 Annaes per Cent. Concerning this 
farm, I ſha!l trouble your Honour, &c. with nothing more here, as I ſhall 
again ſpeak to it ia ſome general remarks on the farms, after I have partieu- 
larized each of them, to which I ſhall now proceed in the order of their {ales the 
20th of October laſt, 185 N ei 020. 0. TH rt 
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1 Soota-Nutty Market, and Seen. have We Does 20 were firſt 
en; farmed, as follo WS, vr 5 
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4 STI 3504 2 Lo bicks Rv, R'---30115 | | k 48 n A 1403 
1739 358 9 n 12 1746 4172 208171 ends 
www ite 44, IR 4370 ny 411122 
1 ũ 3 5 vo 
1742 3532 doinototd 0 of 107 057 $999. Riga 231 
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301 5 | Current Rs 65037 Medic per ann. 
BY A. 1 „ 5 r 4835 12 4. 
G2 Natty de Market | is. held twice a e viz. on Thurldays nd Sundays, 0 on 
which a ak is collected by the e, VIZ... | 


| Retailers of Cowrees Chinam Shops Cucumber's min 2 
Cotton Thread Tobacco ditto F Weg C | 
8 Shops Fire-wood ditto | Trees”: 9:: 5 
Oil ditto Stra bo Roaſted Rice- Shops 
Hard-ware ditto _ Mates Weavers ditto 
Tyar - < ditto _: Bamboos Potters ditto 
Milk - ditto : --Braziers Shops Salt 595); . to 
Jaggree - ditto Beetlenut ditto Cloth” - ditto 
Sweetmeat - ditto Greens Rice ditto 

Smiths — ditto Sugar-canes Veniſon <= ditto 
Silverſmith ditto - Plantien Shops Shoe- makers ditto 

Beetle + ditto 2 Tamarind ditto 2-4 


3 


Theſe ſeveral articles have an eſtabliſhed tne or rate, from one Gunda of 
Cowries to 6, Pund per diem, on each ſhop, bundle, bag, or . Nr to 
ho different Fakes and hacks of: goods, | 


. 0 


HFHorſe Ditto, 1e from W and other = aces up the River, | 
_.. Muſtard ow, 8 6 Gundas of Cowrees on each upee. 1 g 
Wheat, — 


Oil, Ghee, —— Wheat, Se. e 3 3 Gotta, 1 boat 3 Ma- 
draſs Rupees. Gram imported from the country round, Pays: 6 Pice on each 
Sicca Rupee, or 3 R. 2 per Cent. | [ICs 


Sugar, on each Bag, 5 - 2 Annaes, 
Ghee, on each Dupper, - _- 6 Ditto, 


Honey, on each Ditto, = 2 Ditto, | 
| Coarſe 


47] 


; Coarſe Ps. goods pay a have from 4 to 15 Gundas on each piece. Rice retailers 
| NM I 5  Chitants, or Toth of a Seer, on each Rupee worth. h 


1 


9 
81 * * the mare particular « on PER hacker; that 1 8 not iti n 
„ebe of ſpecifying ſo minutely the articles on which the duty is collected in 
the other markets and bazars, as they ate nearly the ſame; and the ſame eſtima- 
tion of duty will in general hold with very little difference; only, for the informa- 
tion of ſuch of our Honourable Maſters as have not been converſant with theſe 
parts, I will add, that a Gunda is 4 Cowries, 20 Gundas : Pund, 16 Punds 
1 Cowand, and 2 Cownnda, 10, 12, or 13 Punds, (according 10 the value of 
Cowries) make one Rupee Arcot. Soota Nutty market, and Suba Bazar, have 
been generally held by the ſame perſon, as the one may be called the key:to the 
other; and if in different bands, would occaſion endleſs diſputes; the articles on 
which a duty is collected in- Suba Bazar are nearly the W ie market, 
though in a leſs quantity, and in a more retail way. a = pan) 


th. Connected with Cs Market and Bazar, are the 3 ſeven 

farms; for they have been generally, for the above reaſons, held by the ſame 
perſon, as being all in cke. diſtrict of Sooty Nutty, though fold ſeparately, and 
now in one lot; viz. Baag Bazar Market, Baag Bazar, Charles Bazar Market, 
Charles: Bazar, Doobaparrah Bazar, Hautcolla Bazar, and Soota Nutty's but- 
then'd Oxen. Theſe different Markets and Bazars have produced, from their 
ben firſt farmed, as follows: vix. 


2. „i no zd g ei TSS 0 oni de 
A¹⁰ l- 12356 * | Brought eee R. — 41559 ice / 70% fant] at 
1739 - 1364 : A r- eon eg boi end mie ect 
1740 - 539 | 1747 - 1519 

1741 - 627 CE 0 - A bigwigh froth O12... 1017 » Revl 
1742 - 189K;.. Jt - O45 1749 — 1697 r N 
1743 - 1545 de TELL 1750 123 ' 0-145 Ser 
1744 - 1879 Neri 2401 1751 - 1761 Dir - Jay: 
1745 - 1939 COST na ATA 1752— 2001 Gast C201 
— ar ES G 

11389 Couorrent Re 23271 Medium 15816 4 
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The duties levied in theſe RBezargland- Markets, as * as tbelartiales on which 
they are levied, ſo nearly reſemble thoſe. already ſpecified, that it is needleſs trou- 


bling your Honour, &c.. with the particulars, 2 Hoſp Nutty's Koora Pacha, or 


burdened Oxen, is levied as kon: : 


+ —_ - * a> "= F 17 4 % - . „ 2 
: 1 £ [ HF 1 195 
| ge * 


Eve tenant wh keen nens to: convey hd -out 1124. into the —_ 
pays the farmer, 8 az16 p. oper each oxen, per annum,z-withcthelt exceptions, 
That thoſe employed in the Salt Trade: pay only 6a. 6 p. per amum each; 
and. thoſe 3 export. Meal bey an ue p- 


each, pu annum. £104x5 bis UND 19.4209 126 $10 
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Sth. The Great Bazar, be his diſtrict of Dee Calcutta, is farmed out in 
three partitions, (but generally held by the ſame perſon) under the heads of, 
iſt, Jow Bazary, or duty on greens, fiſh, roots, pans, &c. common neceſ- 

ſaries of life, as to food and utenſils. '2dly; Iron, gee, ſugar, beetlenut, &c. 

merchandize. And 3dly, the duty of Koyally or Jouldary. The firſt of theſe 
is farmed in November with the reſt of the farms, but the 2d and 3d 1 in _ | 
The Jow Bazary * 7 fince it was firſt farmed, wa 


A 1738 - 1650 ; | Brought forward R. 15536 17 1. 
1739 2029 1746 21898 

1740 - 1980 ene 6: 1747 2165 110 85 
JC ff Gggof% 1 HE. LG 
ii ee Wee . EY 
1744 2007, Len en 10070 eee 

; 49 7 2307 8 . 3 
282 „„ | e 


1 26536 | Current R. 33091 bieten. Ke? 1 
1 = bie — —— per annum. 


The duties collected by — farmer on l . ek ances are nearly in 
the ſame proportion as ſpecified in. my 6th paragraph. | 


The 2d partition of the Great Bazar is the ts on iron, 255 „ folbgd; &. | . 
the Pattah for which, as well as for the Jouldary, does not expire till April next. 
This Farm has produced, ſince it was firſt farmed, as follows; viz. 


AY 1738 - 1101 | Brough: forward R. 9488 
1730 - 1155. | 1746 - 1347 
1740 1156 II 6. 1747 - 1345 
17411156 f 1 1748 - 1345 
1242 > 1250; .._ + | 1749 - 1367 

£ 1743 - 1150. : —— — 1750 1662 
1744 1200 | 1751 2100 
17453 1320 9 5 5 175222100 

eee 1d 11 20196; 11129 road} Medium, 1383 9 7 
+ 07: HE} — Per ann. 
R. A. P. 


Iron pays a duty of 1 15 3 both when imported and exponed. 
Ballaſore Stone Diſhes wy": 16 o O per 100 Diſhes. © 
Ditto · Ditto Cups, 8 o per 100 Cups. 

| Beetlenut pays a duty of 1 1 3 per cent. both n and exports | 
Pepper, Copper, 8 Lead, Dammer, Ga ba Pay a duty 


Sugar 


of 2 per Cent. on imports and exports. 


[4 } 


Sugar pays 4 Annaes, per each Oxen Load of 2 Bags. 
' Gre pays 8 Annaes, 6 Punds per each Oxen Load. 
Honey, Wheat. and Wax, 2 per cent, on imports and exports. © 
Oil and Jaggree, 2 Seer, per each Oxen Load, and 5 Pund for each Ox. 
_ Ophirim, 2 per cent. a 
Rice and Gfain imported, 2 Seers, 8 Chittack, per each Oxen Load. 
Þ Ditto, exported, 1 Seer, 4 Chittack, per Rupee. | = 
ram, imported, pays 6 Punds, 1 Cowrie, per Rupee. N 
Turmerick, Ginger, Sandle Wood, Red Lead, Long Pepper, Saleperr, | 
Lack, Gunnys, &c. ſundries, pay a duty 2 per cent. 
Tobacco imported, pay 2 Annaes, 3 Ps. per Oxen Load. 
Ditto, ex ported, 2 per cent. and 2 Punds of Cowries for each Ox. 
Braſs Plates, pay a duty of 8 Annaes per Maund, on both imports and exports. 


10th, The third partition of the Great Buzar, farmed in che Month of April, 

is the Jouldary, or Weighman's duty, of 1 Seer, 4 Chittacks, per Rupee, le- 

hes on all Rice, Paddy, Gram, Wheat, &c. Grain imported in the Great Bu- 
* This duty has produced to the Company, ſince the firſt farming; viz. 


A® 1738 . 26 Brought forward, Rs 6873 
. 1746 1164 
1740 - 716 51947 = 164 ©: 
F 1748 - 1180 
1742 - 1108 1749 = 1219 
„ a 1750 - 1337 
1744 - 1036 1751 = 1900 

| 1745 .- 1139 7 ——W HR, = O00 

6873 - Current R. 1 Medium: 115 1 12 2 


per An. 


Genet Market, 1 Bazar, and G Holla Bazar, are fold in one 
lot, and have been generally held by the ſame perſon, as lying nearly contiguous 
to each other. They have ba to the n ſince their "et firſt 
farmed, as es VIZ, - 


A 1738 992 5 dee forward, Rs 9906 
1739 1058 1746 - 1567 
1740 - I150 1747 - 1708 
1741 1096 1748 1868 
1742 - 1106 1749 - 2048 
1743 - 1468 I750 - 2100. 
1744 1468 1751 = 1905 | 
1745 1568 4 Sh "D717 2305 
9906 Current R* 23407 Medium 1560 6 6 4 


G Govind- 


C 44 1 


Worledpidie: Market is. held twice in a week, viz. on Tueſdays and Saturdays; 
and the articles on which a duty is levied y the Farmer are nearly the fame as in 


Soota Nutty Market; the. duties from 4. 


undas to 6 P. 10 G. on each piece, 


bundle, baſket, or Shop, per diem, acording to the different value, n 


or eſtimation of the wol 


12th, Loll Buzar, and cen zan, ſituate i in ns diſtrict of Dee Calcuits, 


have yielded to the Company 3 Viz 


A 1738 - 1584 Brought forward, R 14823 
1739 - 1780 1740 - 1035. 
1740 - 1857. 1747 - 1560. 
1741 - 1640 1748 - 1720 
1742 - 1792 1749 - 1840 
1743 - 2255 1750 -- 2000 

PLS is uot” #751 '- 2090 
1745 - 1660 1752 - 1855 
14823 Current R- 


9 


27523 Medium 1834 12 9 


per Ann. 


The articles and duties nearly the ſame as e particularized in the other 


Bazars. 


1 zih, Nimmuck Mabut, or the Salt Farm, inde in Soota Nuity! has pro- 


duced, ſince it was firſt farmed; viz, 


4 


A” 2238; = 326 Brought forward, R- os 
1939, = 607 1746 1900 
. 1747 - 2001 
1941 - 1651 PW 1748 - 2025 
1742 - 1654 1749 2100 
1743 - 1825 - 1750 2400 
1744 - 1825 , 99 + 40930 
1745 - 1900 1752 - 180% 
10499 Current R 30104 Medium 


— ' 2006 14 11. 


The duty levied on Salt iagorted and exported, at 3 Pice mM per Rupee, 


or 3 Rupees 2 Annaes per Cent, 


n or Weighman, 6 Annaes Sicca per Maund, 


On Oxen employed in this ſervice, 1 Rupee per 20 Oxen. 
: Retailers of Salt pays 2 Annaes Sicca per 5 Maund. 


There 


5 1 


pO 


here is an exemption on all Salt 2 — on account of Coja Wazeid, who 
pays only 1 Rupee per & Maund, both on Salt imported and exported. 
The whole duty levied on Salt amounts to 3 Rupees 15 Annaes per Cent. 


14th, Dee Calcutta“s Market, and the Duty on the Roads, 'and Salt in Baſkets, 
have produced, fince it was firſt farmed; viz. _ „ 


"OY 
A“ 1938 - 558 Brought forward, R* 4652 
22900 - 507" gs.” 2740 » Az - 
1740 - 606 1747 = 6+ - 
1741 - 6og-- 1748 - 648 
1742 - 412 1749 - 682 
1743 700 L750... 208+ 
1744 = 475 1751 — 715 
1745 - 700 1758" = "Ong 
—— Current R* 9130 Medium, e 
| — — 68 10 8 


Dee Calcutta Market is held in the Chourangey Road, leading to Collegot. 
Articles and Duties as in other Markets already ſpecified. The duty on the Roads 
had its riſe on this occaſion : Collegot Market and Govindpoore Market being 
held both on a Saturday, pies of the tenants reſorting to Collegot Market, 
to the injury of that at Govindpoore, it was found neceſſary to check this reſort, 
or counterbalance. it, by levying a tax on every article imported from Collegor, 
in proportion to that levied on the ſame articles at Govindpoore Market. The 
Duty on Salt imported in baſkets on Cooleys heads, is 7 G. + of Cowries, and 
one handful of Salt: and when reſold or exported, it pays a duty to the Salt 
Farm, of g Pice Sicca, per Rupee. OA ee eee Re 


| 15th, Sam Buzar, and New Buzar, both ſituated in Dee Calcutta, o_ 
thrown into one lot, have produced to the Company, ſince they were firlt farmed, 
«follows vis... io. i ets, Hor | 3 


1 


Brought forward, R 13304 


AY rog8 - 1227 
£209 '.- TP 1746 3 0 A 
e 1747 24344 
1741 - 1427 1748 - 2483” 

1742 , 1450 1749 2483 

1743 - 1395 1750 - 2833 

1744 1993 1751 ͤ 4600+ | 

„ 1752 _- 00” +4 
Current R' 3 920 Medium 


„ 37 N. 
Hf "WES ——— 2328 Ann. 


? 1 ; 5 f 3 , 
* g 4 4 { £ * 9 . A 8 4 1 » 44 
- 4 (2753:34 431 + 2 G 2 - * Ws : o N 7 # 414 John 
x 


L. 46 } 
Asch. John Buzar and Burthalla Bazar," ſituated in Dee Calcutta, 2. en. 


their neighbourhood, united in one Farm, have produced as follows, viz. 


A® 1928 *- 590 44> "Ty forward, R 4586 _ y Ty 
1739 577 1946 - 600 3881 
1740 576 HY 1747 602 175 
1741 570 © | 13948. 725 bans 
1742 - 576 1749 - 624 140 
A 1750 — 1324 
1744 577 ö 1751 - flieg 
1745 577 N | 

4586 TT Current R* 11421 Medium, 
— 1 + 
Articles and Duties as in other 3 py = . 
_ 17th, The Glaſs- Makers Farm has produced, ſince it was firſt farmed, as s fol 
lows VIZ. 
AY 1738 - 142 Brought forward, Rs wy” 
1739 - 149 . „ 
TT 290: OF Dit; 1747 - 380 
1741 - 478 | | 1748 400 
1742 220 490% 1749 400. 
1743 - 506 1750 - 4500 
1744 - 396 1751  _ 550 
1746 - 420 1752 = 865 
2598 Current R* 6073 Medium 


— yo; 0. 


To the . is waer by fole right of manufacturing this Article; and 
whoever is proved to ſet. up any ſhop, or angie . in it, withour bis 
licence, is liable to fine and impriſonment. | | 2 


-*18th, The Yermillion-Farm has produced, ſince it was fil farme1, * fol 
Nang VIZ. x . : | 


A 1938 - 225 WS. | Brought ward, N* x 6 
2739 - % -* - 1946 - 225 
1740 - 225 . 
1741 225 1748 200 
1% | W749 = 55 . 
1743 ͤ 223 , 
1744 | 1751 - 200 
e eee M6 3 
1 8 1775 Current R* 3925 Medium 823 I, 


The ſole ae eg this Article is 14100 granted to the Farmer, as above, 
The 


U 47 * 
igth. The Coulter's" Farm. has "produced 1 Te. va: Ora as: fol- 


fows, viz. | B00 
A 1938; - 8&4. | Brought f. forward R* 7691 . 


1739 864 1 1746 » | CS ed! 
1740 - 996 | % 1½%/ͤ - Moo *& - 9+5t 
i | BR F548. - . 
1742 - 991 „ % © I © 38 
0748. - In" - 96D. - SE © a 
1744 7 ie uu n ns SR” 525 

1745. ”, I; e EST 730 

5769 0 Current Re 12346 "Medium 82g 1. 


be right of exerciſing the Ship-Caulker's buſineſs is ſolely inveſted in the Farm- 
er, who gives his licence to the Workers, and receives a ſtated. tax from, them of 


1 Pund of Cowries per diem, and 10 Gundas on each Rupee their Jabour produces, 


20th. The Tobacco Shops were not Targed till the © Four" I, 7495. ſince ah 
has yielded as follows, viz. 5 


A? 1740 - 150 Brought forward R. 2068 ; 8 off 
1741 - 148 "7 e 142.7 - HTS. = At 
1742 - 143 % T9487 - © 2080 Rs » £þt1 


1743: * 8 0 1749” - 123 I; 
1744 143 3x07 - - © 2280 WE Is 
1745. vs "15 „ % 8 


| (185 163: nigh St 263947 (; Current R 1888 "Medium 125 13 6 
DDS eee enen tee 1 . | 


ho dei ni 92642319 Ko 


The Remer he 8 nw of vending this ail in che Bats; ane u 
ſhop can ſell it that is not licenſed. by him. TRY 4 ee 


21ſt, Bang Shop's Farm has produced, ſince it was s fl anche Sema 
A“ 1738 - 1101 Brought forward Nin A 8 


1739 - 1101 a es J 
1740 1521 | | LSI i 7 1900 * Ser 
17411 - 1599 f 17% eee cv) 
17% = TA 13. 002 I F49g - =» ox {þ 0) 
1743 - 1980 1.0; Opn Peat» 10 Cav? 
1744 - 1840 : 0530 190% ' » 10% er 
1745 - 1900 5 01768 „ - pact 


> 


a 1 ed bi "ps Current R. 25097 KR * Medio 
1 1 | —— i 2 1 An. 


cl his Fa darm is eonduged on we reſtrictions wich th e Tobar co A 
2 21 N 5 * 9983857005 ee Ihe 


TOO vs 121 Wat: 


[ 48") 
; es. Te 557 oy 150 Che Maters commenced hot till the yer y 748, and 
has yielded as 2 VIZ, „ 

A 7 5 2 —— 30 1 | e $45 ; | 
| 92 „ 2-00 3 

„%% e N 

17512 72 „„ 
. 3 
Current Ke 32; 327 Medium per Abf. 65 - 6- - 4 


; 


* 


Every perſon 1 in this buſineſs, is in the ſervice of the Farmer, of 
works by his licence, 75 4 


_— —— ——nPg? 2 


230, The Ned. Leaf Firm has allies only fince 1946. The attiche of 1550 
Tutte is now, for the fifſt time, added to it; the Farm of 2 Red Lead has pro- 
. r it was firſt fed as EN via. n Ha 3 


e an Abet - lit Ks 
: 7 >: 298 

$3748 1 *- 5 2.0380 | F 

47 ee „ + E471 

7 : 180 

7 6845 


8 


Corent * 1270 Medium per Ann. 1816 10 


N 
1 


0 The le right'sf chis Manufacture is appropriated to the Faomer, nor can any 
one engage in it 3 which he receives: 2 tr 1 85 Aram 
for each Furnace. 1711 n Rena E n 


75 


24th. The Dammur and Oakum was firſt a fined i in x the year 1746, "ad 0 
— ne : 
3 vix. 


Tu Ul « - Eiirtent R. 4256 Medium per g 523 
Tbe ſole * vending theſe; Ades is inveſted in the Farmer, and none 
en * in them without his mn 


p 
45 


25th, Dee 


l 49 ] 


* 


nd REESE bo rr 


25th, Dee came and Govindpoore's ba oxen have eee v7" t was 
flrſt farmed, as follows, viz. vi 2 0 0 


Anno 778 . Brought forward, Rupees van s Labtec af 
1739 FELT | 2 133 | +4 1,42 bw 1746 el 4, Hs 230 ang?) 18 
„ 92 e ieee eee deer 
1741 13 * 192 s 7 1748 — . x 240 | 
RI4S | Ji 2 (0g 1749 300 ) 
1743 — 2422 1 750 - 4 1 3 50 
1744 = 220 175 192 8 . 
14S 4 er LR MW uy 
A 14 Nr une + 9FT- mos 
W Ie 155+ |  Currene Rupees. e Medium. 


— 244 11 8 


Sree perſon wh hae orb for bunden; within the diſtriẽts of Dee Calcutta 
ales Govindpoore, pay annually a tax to the farmer, of ſix Annaes each. 


2 yay Fx." — 11 


 #%& 


26th, Dee Calcutta and. Bazar Calcutta's ferry-boats have produced, dose 4 i 


| was firſt farmed, as follows, viz. | 1 
Anne 1736 * 1 * „ ia 12% 1 % 
1739 1 T5S 1746 155 f a0? 
1740 155 6 | 1747 - "00 155 5 
1741 : 155 5 : 1748 3 pig. £4 Sr 155 vg 
1742 1 0 5121 gs 15 3 651" 9th 
1743 133 e 1217 2 21788. 87400 
1744 151 r 
3 470 1 1752 3 
1233 Currene Rupees © 2290 Medium, 
. 152 10 8 


The fulner FR the ferry-boats of Dee cent. and Bazat alete receive, 
For each paſſenger, four Gundas of Cowries. 
For each baſket of greens, &c. ten Gungas: 1 5 
For each cow, calf, horſe, &c. one Pund, - 


27th. Fire- Work farm has produced, ſince it was firſt 8 as e via. 
Anno. 173383 - 64 Brought forward, Rupees 517 
A 174 156 
T 17 7 AEST 
FF F748, 66 
1742 | 2 5 4 : 1749 > 42 


„ n irs RS 
176 1744 en en Wy 1751 e 5 42 * 
1745 * OS 49 * nn 68 's 2 * Ses, 48 11 
© "537 | Current: Rupees 997 Medium, 
8 1 1 A Ay TE + 66, * 5 | 


* . © x $ © x 
* . #3 2 
= . * * y 
had > " „ WE & »%.» * . ; 
; g — — 
e * - \ 
C & v 4 N 1 
1 / 7 | # EA The 
" ge ” y | 
. 1 . - : * - « 
1 * 


[ [Q: 50 | ] 


be mauuflcurleg csg all flre-works are inveſted in the farmer, who 
* his licence U others, "On receiving, od conſideration apt to the a 


J. ! ay wo 17 ' Tcl 01 J 


oY Connss d with Suba Basar, were two ſmall Bazars; the one e at 
Harry Naut Duwan's ſtairs, and the other at Patrea Got, or the Stone ſtairs; theſe 
were always the perquiſite of the Zemindars Banian, and produced annually to 
the Company from 9g to 99 Rupees; they have now, by your Honour, &c.“s 
permiſſion, been thrown into one farm, under the title of Ram Bazar, and 
produced, the 20th of-. October, 5100 Rupees for * ee Nr. 

29th. The FRA: en ebinam and hes imported, is now, foe the brit time, by 
your permiſſion farmed out, on repreſentation of the frauds committed by the 
collectors of this duty; (vide proceedings Zemindary, under date the 8th inſtant;) 
it has fold. this year for Current Rupees 437, mort than double what has ever been 
brought to credit. The farmer levies two per: nen on all chinam aud timbers 
r . 4 

#2 „5. * I en N 28 

Zoch. The hang had! vending old i ron bee engen, a" py 1 was firſt 
fen Anno 1754, for Rupees B91 its Pattah 1 the firſt Aker and thep 
ſold for Rupees 368. 5 7 3 


— 


Ü have now gone thro the 8 branches of F Revenues, contained under 
my ſecond head of the farms, and beg leave to lay before your. 5 &c. at 
one view, in eee ** have "dans mou ne . 1738. 


Anno 1738 . — - NI . 22865 

1 e e EE on 24230 

mb eee ee nmr) - vii © 25495 

ee 1 45 26143 

$749 01 un r de ads 26196 
, ! 35; ant-i43 FF 302 22 | 
ea 1 ech 131547 | 

1745 8 75 287 8 3 * HH 85 3 3 3576 4 

IZ. ot none | 

V 28 1 un 
ä Ent ndguond - 49. - < 43120 aA 

1749 9 mw 34 - 9 828 39166 

„5 r '* „C 

; 11751 2 rr 5 - „% 44941 

; $19 ene 5 . ; : 605997; 


And ſuppoling: the + remaining two. >: partitions of the great Bazar fall i in April 
next for 5000 (which is the leaſt I: will ſuppoſe) your Honour, &c. will have 
ad eaten of ſeeing-the farms under your influence produce 65599 Rupees, a 

in to our Honourable Maſters (for this year at leaſt) of 20658. We 
ſce above, the farms, fince 1738 to 17 51 incluſive, have ed (within a trifle) 
21 &* in 


»— * 


LL. 13 


in a duplicate propogtions and. * the net balance of the revenues annuaily 
paid into the treaſury will anſwer this proportiqn, is a. circumſtance. 1 will 
eave to diſcuſs, when I have gene througi my third head of Roſe articles * 
farmed out, ariſing from the current tranſactions al the Curcheny..: 118 
Ft 
32d. The third head of the revenues conſiſts in the Hollowing . vine 


1. Duty on piece goods. 10. Mortgage bonds. ene 5 
2. Fines. 11. Marriages. eee 157 
4 Etlack. 134. Ruſſey Sallamy. 
Sale of boats and loops, | 13. Sallamy on floops. 
2 8 of ſlaves. 134. Mobriannoes. 1 8 
"6 Pottahs. | - — © 15. Duty on HO = NN 
7. Arbitration bonds. 6 16. Licence for a treat. 41 
8. Commiſſions S hin 17. Order for beat of drum. 4 
9. General releaſes. 18. Duty on exportation of rice. 5 


All which I ſhall exchila to your Honour, &c. as. diſtic&ly as poſlibly I can; 

28 there is not one of them, in which there has not been manifeſtly very conſide- 
* frauds committed by ſomebody or ether; and muſt  pnavoidably. be 0, 
without the utmoſt vigilance of the Zemindar. 


33d. The Company levya dutyof two per cent. on all piane goods edi iothe/Bazars, 
which are not imported under their duſtick. To point out the frands committed 
by the collectors of this duty, I ſhall take the produce . from May 1749, to 
April 1752, as they exceed former credits. mr 


ABSTRACT of the 4 on Piece Goods, as taken from Account Hain 


Brought forwatd, Rupees 952 90. 
1750. May 21 8 


April 163 7 


1749. May 75 0 0. | 0 
. Tees Tg in. 

July :» 0 O July 30 wh 9 . 

A -- | 0 9 Auguſt 31 2 9 : 7 

September * 15 7 2 59 7 3 © io: 

October 71 2 ober 75 10 o | 5 

November 174 . « 5 | November 171 5 6 8 * bs 

December 116 3 6 December 44 9 6 $20 

1750; January 35 14 9 1751. January 66 xt 9 ; us. 

Feb. 77 0 6 February 43 3 0” 20 

bees 40 110 Nach 68 6! 2 

6 Ms 81 HAS 


[5-3 


TD EO 


Brought forward, Rupees 1904 8 3 
E 0 
25 e ; 
e | 
. | 
18 1 $37 4 9 | 
1 October WT 73 + 
November 178 5 6 
- December 45 14 6 
1752, January : 76 12 6, 
: ebruary 40 6 3 
„ 6 zz. 5 
ry Om ns :275 3 6 e 


Current Rupees 2839 0 6 


. * 71 7 * 
— — — :nͤ— * * 
1 "I F * * 


By the above abſtract from the monthly account revenues, we obſerve only 
2812 0 6 brought to credit in three years; whereas, in the laſt five months 
there has been collected and brought to credit 1127 12 3; and I am not free 
from ſuſpicion of ſome frauds yet in this duty, notwithſtanding the ſtricteſt eye 
1 haye been able to keep on thoſe intruſted with the levying it. MA VE! 


arts 5 96 Anno o Tag 58 9 9 

©: 421 1 Auguſt =_ 5 1 | 252 11 N 9 

| September” - - 191 10 3 

370 | | - Oetober, » 5 $227, 8.3 

4 fo dk in a l. 3 7 3 
V . | Current Rupees 1127 12 3 il 
45 9 8 ö : f "2 , 


34th. The article of fines is a very important one in the Company's revenues, if 
duly brought to their credit; this method of puni hing, as well as the laſh, is ſo 
eſſential a one, in the nature of the country government, that there would be no 
order or rule preſerved amongſt the natives without them. The original inſtitu- 
tion of fines in all countries, were doubtleſs with a defign of correcting the man- 
ners of the people; of being a check on ſuch kind of rogueries as did not re- 
quſre the lack or, other corporal puniſhments; and conſequently, of being a de- 
fence to the property of honeſt men: but I am ſorry. to ſay, I have too much 
#eaſon to think theſe intentions have been kept very little in view; and a power 
aſſumed to inflict figes, and oppreſs the people, where by no means it ought 
to haye been allowed; and which have been raiſed from motives much worſe, 
and applied to baſer uſes, than were the crimes for which they were impoſed. 
Your Honour, &c. have had ſome inſtances of this kind laid before you; and I 
dq not want materials to point out many more to you; but to what end? The 
nature of this branch of the revenues oy not admit of an annual eſtimate to be 
made oh it, with any degree of exactneſs, as will, pretty nearly, the foregoing 

| | article 


1747. May 


1748, May 


Jann”: Ab 


ABSTRACT" of Fines, 
1746; May 


1 53 1 


as taken from the cats account 1 viz. 


52 5 80 
June 115 13 © 
„% UG ge: 

Auguſt 1116 1 3 
September 146 2 0 
October 97 I re +? 
November 8 2 3 
December 10 4 3 
January o © o 

- Petnuary 22 7 9 
March $3 £4 © 
April 47 3 0 

————1800 3 0 
349 43 - - 
June . 
Jur. 404.4. 

Auguſt 14: 0 - 
September 8 
October 132 10x 
November i 3 g 

December. 100 8 3 
January 10 1 9 

Februaty 31 4 3 

een | 4 . Fc 

five cp N 

— — 124% 5 6 
151 10 6 ＋ 
June 338 13 © 
Jun i 188% 9-0. 
Auguſt nn es 
September 45 89 
October 141 13 9 
November 100 11,0 - 
December 122 4 
[January - 25 8 
February 19 9 
March 7 ee ebaig 
IR 8 
| 2 MY 9 4 
Zu 4325. 15 9 
H 2 


.-.; Avg 


F f g Y March 
5074 en 


1 


* Curre nt Rupees © 


+ 'E : 
(228 F 


article of piece goods, whoſe yearly imports, I natal does: not vary greatly. 
Hbwever, I ſhall lay before your Honour, &c. the produce N on this arti 
ny from May 1746, to April 1751, incluſive. | 


Brought forward, Rupees 4225 15 9 


1749. May 173 7 9 
June 50 079 
July 33 12 6 
Auguſt 141 20 
5 September 102 10 6 
October 114 135 0 
November 13113 9 
December 10 13 6 
_ January 25 7 0 
February 222 2 6 
March 0 0 o 
April "96" 2 6 
— — Yy 9 
1750, May d 
June a a: 
5 oO © 
* 
September 6 : - 
1 - October 112 3 9 
November 50 11 © 
December o o o 
- January 8 o 3 
February. 0 0 0 
March 18 2 0 
A | 137 E edu! 
1 — 400 9.3 
1951. May , 36 III 
/ ( 5 
July 18 12 : 9 TR 3 Canby 
Aug a 54. 324 
September 409 13 ũ f +241 
October 1970 ©. 17 
November 201 6 1... 
Deeember 91 2 . 
January 7 32 9 4%; 21 
Februaeyx 6 m 400g 
- bl 132 12 3 * Ft 
917:;.S..$5.* 908 28 
TL rn It 


N lis 


x 


N 


"7892 143 | 


— 


- 


By. 


indulgence. ? 


Fw 1 


By the-foregoing abſtract, there appears to be fines brought to credit in the 
account revenues, current Rupees, 7892 14 6, in the ſpace of ſix years. I Will 
ſubmit it to your Honour, what proportion this bears to the fines that have really 
been impoſed and levied in that time, I will ſuppoſe by other authority than that 
of che Zemindar for the time being; who, in à mukitude of inſtances, T dare 
fay, was tetally a ſtranger to this piece of iniquityz and when I inform your 
Honour, &c, that I have brought to the Company's credit on this article, the 
laſt five months, current Rupees 3171 14 6, I muſt not appear before you as 
having acted with greater ſeverity than any of my predeceſſors; as this is an ar- 
ticle would by no means ſhauld-increaſe the Company's revenues: but the cauſe 
of this very extraordinary difference ariſes from this, that: what fines are impoſed, 
are now in truth brought to credit. They are before your Honour, &c. I think 
I have been ſtudious to obſerve as much lenity in them, as the nature of the of- 
fence could with propriety admit of. If it ſhould bear a different aſpect, it lies 
in your breaſts to remit and relieve any whom you may judge to merit your 


* 


Ars ra A0 from the Regiſter of Fines, viz. 


a 1752. July - WP nfl 
8 Auguſt 8 „ 
1 September, 19 days 341 


9 
1 
2 
October - 1035 9 
November 1289 


x Current Rupees — 3171 14 6 


35th. Though 1 have already explained what is meant by that branch of the 

revenues called Ktlack, in my addreſs to your Honour, &c. under date the 17th 
of Auguſt, 1732, I yet think it neceſſary to repeat here what I then ſaid on the 
ſubject, that in this work every article of the revenues may have due regard paid 
to it. Oa every complaint regiſtered in the Cutcherry, a Peon is ordered on the 
defendant, in caſes of debt; ot on the delinquent, in cafe of aſſaults, or other abuſes 
The Peon receives three Punds of Cowries per diem; one Pund, fourteen. Gun- 
das of which is brought to the credit of the Company, under the head of Et- 
lack: one Pund is the Peon's fee, and the remaining ſix Gundas was ſet apart; 
out of which the Etlack Moories, or writers, were paid their wages; and the over- 

lus, called Mooriannoes, ſequeſtered toxſes I am a ſtranger to. The article of Etlack 

as always been a heavy tax on the poor, from whom it has chiefly been collected; 
whilſt thoſe who could by any means obtain favour were excuſed, tho? well able 
to pay it. The contrary method I have purſued, as much as poſſible; and your 


Honour, &e. will obſerve in the Zemindary, how frequent occafions I meet 


with to femit this fee to the poor, as well to thoſe who are releaſed from the priſons, 
as thoſe whoſe d ſputes are determined without impriſonment. The Cutcherry 
priſon Erlack fees, and Catwall priſon Etlack fees, amount each to three Punds 
of Comvies per diem, from each priſoner; the whole of which is brought to =_ 
6 5 I, s . | it. 


N 


C * 
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oi nina have, by ſome Zemindars; been raid to fur Funde per 
diem, and by others reduced to two; the preſent eſtabliſhment appears to 
the moſt eligible medium, as the former would be a very heavy oppreſſion on 


8 


poor, and the latter would too mueh tend to keep up that litigious ſpirit in the 
people, which poſſibly is not equalled by any'/race exiſting, What injury the 


Company may have ſuſtained in this branch, I ſhall ſubmit to your | 


our, > Ker 


judgment, by the following 8 885 of the e ang ay credits.” 
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dunner of Ele. Fans, from wad 1746, to Aprit 1752s ae 
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Sept. 178 17 8 e 
October 140 2 3 Oetober 242. 10 0 8 
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18 9 143 15 © January 406. 6 15 pal 
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On the ſale of houfes, boats, Hoops, and all ſums recovered by derte or SS 
in the Cuteberty, the Company draw a commiſſion of five per cent, 


On every ſlave bought, and. regiſtered i in the Cutcherry, tg Tah pays a 


duty to the Company, of four Rupees four Annes. a 88 
te 
On every 'Pattah gram, he Company receives a der 'of br Rupees 
four Annaes, 1 1 


On all arbitration Wdiids melee into by appointment, i in the Carer, each 


party pays 20 Punds of Cowries, 


1” my 


ot 


« On every general releaſe executed by bralr of Cutcherry, each party pays 


eignt"Annaes. 


For every lizence of marriage, the Company receive three Rupecs Stars dom 
e ; but the poor are often remitt-d this fee, _ 
n 


„ 


1 57 3 


On all diſputes between the Company's tenants, touching the property of ground; 
where there appears cauſe for meaſuring their reſpective grounds, each party 
pays a ruſſey ſalamy of one Rupee. Wt. er * 


0 . q | 4 — 4 * . 43 Kh £5 
On every new ſloop built by the natives, the Company receive a ſalamy of 
50 Rupees to 100 Rupees, according to her burden. | 


On every mortgage bond regiſtered in Cutcherry, the Company receive from 
the mortgager five per cent. on the ſum advanced;by the mortgagee. 


—_—— a 


On all rice exported, the Company's duty is 1 Seer.$ Che, per Maund, and 


— — — Aa — 


has produced for the laſt i years, from Rupees 1129, to Rupees 4437, per 


annum: total on the whole fix years, 1 8979 Rupees. The uſual ſeaſon for ex- 
ortation, are the months of Auguſt, September, December, January and 
ebruaty,. 7 tt OT ORD RY 0 OR NO TORRE 2” TIED 
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LI 


SA „ e ge. nn ” 7 
Cowries, fro = the PATE requeſting ſu h public notice. „ „ f it n Miß dont do 


Os 


knowledge in this intricate, branch of the Company's buſinels ſhould point, ous to 
me wherein I have been defective, I ſhall beg leave from time 65 90 repre» 
ſent it to the Board, as well as every other me hod*whereby the revenues may ſtil! 


of laſt year, in the ſame months with thoſe ſince J hay had the honour of 
| ö 5 5 1 TI 3 e e eee - | | f : \ T3511 27905 0% 


STILLS 


Pic? Eolurerioxs. : 1 age Datty CorurerrOns, z 
Anno 1751. July 474 15 © Anno 2552, July, 51 8.0 
Auguſt - 482 110 Naga - 1556 8 3 
September 724 133 Sept rgdays 166 7 
October 88 0 Ocbober 2245 13 : 
; November 634 5 © November 2798 $4 
—_— — ä / — — 
Current Rupees 3105 ge c. Current Rupees 8986 0 9 


'Your Ho! ur, &c. are ſenſible lbegan not to TY in th 6 office till near the middle 
of July, and that my attentions to the frauds the under ſervants in the 
Cutcherry muſt have been greatly taken off by the ſcrutiny you ordered into. the 
conduct of Govindram Metre, ſo that for the. firſt month or two, it muſt net 


be wondered at, if I could not arrive at a proper knowledge of the current 
buſineſs. However it is now clear to me, that the adyance on the daily collec- 
tions Sage , at the loweſt eſtimate, witl conſiderably exceed 1900 Rupees per 
menſem, or 2000 Rupees pe annum; and ſhall beg leave to cloſe this head, 
with throwing into one total, the demonſtrative future annual gain to the ee 
See from 1 Honour, &c. 2 orders 0 * Th 
. Rupees 10000 2 Annum. | 


= By, gharge 2 on Ne og x of the far 5 20750 this year... 
5 The duſſutary paid into the . e 
| " WY callections * increaſed— 1 Lt, 86 
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Current 9 —.— 


k 4, $1533 
| i- hy The out towns 239 W rug * Danga, Teri oy Dullond. 
obtained firſt a place in the revenues, June anno 1746, under the general head 
of John Naggore; they contain 228 Bega, 1+ Cotta of ground, for which 
the Company pay one Sicca Rupee per Bega per annum. ohn Naggore ſeems 
to have produced annually. to the Company, ariſing on the different articles of 
und-rent, ſalamys on Pottas, burdened oxen, markets Free from June' 
1746, to May 1752 incluſive, viz, 


Anno 4 "hy C91 al 674 14 9 : 
| 00 - + - $010. 4 © | 
” 171 ee e, 3d. 
V — „„ | 
+ HG HAUT; 250 £17 1750 LD a 4 1354 5 9 
1751 to May 1952 I $00 18, © 
. 16 — — 6971 15 o 
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5 chan for his 42 Bega of ground, 


e 
a + Brought forward, Rupees 6971 15 @ 


Deduct ground rent paid the Rajah. and 
T : | P „CC J » = Þ 1506. 6 9 BE ee 5 111 


other Zemindars. | 


T nn e 
Cautcherry and Chowkey houſes. for! N TY oY 
ry * { 311 14 0 


which the Company are only debted 22 | 
in their account revenues. an | | BG 535271 2 
4 $4 fi . A. 8% 13 9 2109 Wes Db W352 . { 5 itt 1 
—— Further charges, as per Metre's lette b 11957 Des 
to the Board, under ne, 25 November.! „„ oo £44 on 
account Salamys and preſents made the 4 „ hy 


ah 964; 05 9 nh, 1 
Which, as Metre aſſerts, as thrown into _ ',,.. , 08 
he charge of , repairing roads ande 

bridges. . inn 
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That the Company have had equal juſtice done them in this, with every other 
article of their revenues, will appear to your Honour, &. beyond a doubt, from 
the following produce during the five laſt months, without anz new tax or 
impoſts laid on the tenants; and I will venture to promiſe theſe towns alf be 
more beneficial to our Honourable Maſters, as ſoon as the more important con- 
cerns of the office will give me leiſure to viſit them, and make a more particular 


ſcrutiny into them. ES 2 a., abies" R 
CRIT 2328. OTE | 0 22 MTA 5 KN. 


1 
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Net produce of John Nagore, Anno 1232. ' 
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1 cannot with propriety quit John Nagore, without adviſing you that application 
has been made to me, by one of Rajah Kiſſen Chund's Gomaſlahs, for an 


annual Salamy, or preſent (excluſive of the ground rent) paid account the 42 
Bega of ground the Company hold of him, in the out towns; to which 1 have 
given for anſwer, that no ſuch'charge appears on the Company's books, and that 
I could by no means admit of it, = was highly derogatory to their honour, " 


4 FI 331 + 7 " # WT & . a * 


in 
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in which hope I meet your approval; and ſubmit it to your Honour, &c. whether 
this charge of Govindram Metre's, is, not; demonſtratively calculated only to 
make up his fallacious accounts: of; repairing” the roads; for himſelf. holds of 
the Rajah, to-the amount of about 2000 Bega of ground, in his different poſ- 
ſeſſions at Charnock, Kiſſenpoor, Balegoſſy, and” Hocul :Koorea; for which an 
annual ſalamy from him, may have been neceſſary; but I truſt your Honour, &c. 
will not ſuffer the Company to be faddied witha charge; that I am convinced 
was never paid on their account, and which would be ſo extremely diſhonourable 
for them to ſubmit to. To which permit me to add, that if this annual Sa- 
lamy and preſent had been actually paid, there is not a ſhew of reaſon why the © 
Company was not openly charged with it, which they have not been. 


| I muſt now carry your Honour, &c. back to my giſt paragraph, in which I 

| give you, at one view, the annual increaſe on the ſales of the farms from 1738, by 

which it appears they were increaſed in anno 1731, in very near a duplicate 

proportion, and from thence.it might naturally have been expected, the annual 

net balance paid into the treafury; would have increaſed in the ſame proportion, 

as the ſame cauſes which influence the advance on the farms, muſt from the nature 

of things equally influence every other branch of the revenues, viz. the increaſe 

of inhabitants, and conſequently the greater conſumption of every article on 

which the. revenues . ariſe, demonſtrable- from the immenſe difference in the 

Bazar prices of chem, even to the loweſt root or herbage which enter into the food | 

| | of the common, people; but how unaccountable muſt it appear, when we find „ 
that ſo far are the annual net balances paid into the treaſury, from being increaſed 
in their duplicate proportion, that, by the following abſtract from the general 

books, we find they have not increaſed in any proportion at all, but the contrary. = 


| ABSTRACT of the net balances of the Revenues, paid annually into the treaſury, 
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us from April 1738, to April anno 1732, incluſive. | 

| 1737, to 738 26206 6 6 1544, to 1748 - 39202 14 0 7 
1738, to 1239 39273 13 3 1745, to 746 - 32858 11 0 

| 1739, to 1740 - - 42518, 1 3 1746. 104747; 347553 7 9 

| 1740, to 1741 38062 13 O- 3747, 0 1948: - - g0124 13 6 

| | 1741, to 1742 35636513 © 1748, to 4749 37679 7 3 

| 1742, to 1743 - - +37267-10 © 1749, to 1750 - = 46461 1 © 

| 1743, to 1744" 4424913 65. 1750;it@0175T = = 39449 13 3 

| | | — 1751, to 1732 — 34506 15 © 
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By caſſ ing out the middle year 1744 to 1745, your Honour, &c. will ob- 
ſerve t 4 net produce of, the, revenues in the firſt ſeven years, exceeded the 
net proddꝭce in the latter ſeven years by Rupees 7399 2 9, which at firſt ſighe : 
vould appear an incident very amazing, when we ſee the farms increaſed in a 

| f duplicate 


(6 ] 


duplicate proportion; but when you conſider the foregoing ſheets, and the ſcenes 
fo lately laid before you, I believe the cauſes will be too obvious longer to oc 
ſion any. great wonder, or to require my giving you the trouble of a ' farther” 
explication ; therefore ſhould now relieve you by cloſing this very long. addreſs, 
did not a letter laid before the Board by Govindram Metre, under date the 20th 
November, loudly call for a reply from me, which I cannot more properly con“ 
vey to you than in the channel of this work, as it is ſo pertinent to my ſubject. 
Your Honour, &c. was pleaſed the ult. on motion from a member of the board. 
to order Metre to be called before the council, and aſked how it came to pals, 
the farms ſold fo much higher this year than they did the laſt? I will not en- 


quire what motive urged this queſtion at this particular juncture, only with all 
ſubmiſſion ſay, it never could have been moved for, or granted with leſs pro- 
priety; for theſe reaſons: It is no longer ago than the 11th October, that a 


majority of the board voted (in my humble judgment, contrary to the very 


nature and eſſence of truſt and ſervitude, as well as to his own conceſſion) that 
Metre was not from the nature of his office in truſt. for the Company; then, 


to what end this queſtion ? for as he was deemed not in truſt, he conſequently 
could not be deemed accountable ; Why, 8 was not this queſtion aſked - 
nowledge of his being the farmer, the 


Salt Farm was ſold at public outcry, and produced 1609 Rupees more than it did 


him the laſt year, when on Mr. Barrow's 


the year before? Why was he not aſked the like queſtion, when, on the ſame 


intelligence, Mr. Manningham, by previous and publick notice given of the ſale 

of the two latter partitions of the great Bazar to the higheſt bidder, obtained - 
1000 Rupees more for it than it produced the preceding year? Had you, gentte- .- 
men, been leſs attentive to whatever cauſes urged this motion and queſtion, vou 


8 majority yoted he was not accountable for. Had due regard been 


paid to my letter of the 13th Auguſt, your Honour, &c. would have recollected 
that Soota Nuttey market, and Suba Buzar, with their dependant ſeven farms, 
ſold in 1749, 1750, and 1731, (the years Metre confeſſes he held them in fe- 


9 


would have been more ſo to what has been before you, and would have been 
ſenſible that the farms (the Gunge excepted). were ſo far from ſelling at an ad- 
vanced rate this year, that in truth they have ſold for leſs than they did the pre- 
ceding one, though Metre, and not our Honourable Maſters, was che gainer; 


titious names) as follows, wherein I ſhall] beg leave to remind you at one vie 


of the Company's credits, Metre's gain, and the ſales for the preſent year. 
Company's credits. Confeſſed to be reſold by Sa'es zoth oh op 7s + nw 


Soota Nutty Haut, and Suba® Metre on his own account for Sootd” Nutty H 
Bazar, bought by Metrmee. Sun. 
Anno. 1749 Ropees 48950 Rupees 122 
: 170 » 8090 ; 7696 

2 1 


” ® f 754 
1 3 9 27 . Ei 


Rupees 7500 


Seven dependant/ farms. Seven dependant farms. Seven dependant farms, + | 
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It is pretty plain I believe now to your Honour, &c. what little real founda- 
tion there was for this queſtion at the juncture it was moved for, and granted; 
and I'wiſh it may not appear ſomething ſtrange to our Honourable Employers, 
that, inſtead of it, Metre was not aſked, how the above farms the three laſt years 
come to fell for ſo much more on his own account than he favoured the Com- 
pany with? Had you, Gentlemen, done me the honour of aſking me the queſ- 
t on you put to Metre (to whom I muſt think it more properly belonged) I ſhould, 
in few words, have informed you of two very obvious cauſes, which I conceive 
occaſioned fo much more to be brought to the Company's credit on their farms 
this year than was the laſt, . or any heretofore, viz. iſt, Public and unbiaſſed 
ſale to the beſt bidder. 2dly, Metre not having it in his power to keep the Salt 
Farm, the Great Bazar, the Vermillion Farm, Soota Nutty Haut, Suba Bazar, 
the ſ-ven D-pendant Farms, &c. in his own hands, at what price he pleaſed. 
Your Honour, &c. muſt ſmile when you reflect on the labour Govindram 


| Metre has taken in his ſaid letter of the 20th November, to account for a fact 


that does not exiſt, ſince I have proved, and he has confeſſed,” the above farms 
fold laſt year in reality fur Rupees 693 more than they have this; which verifies 
a concluſion 1 have made elſewhere, that notwithſtanding our utmoſt affiduity, 
it will hardly be in our power to make that gain on the Company's revenues, 
that he has done whilſt under his conduct: the above farms were thoſe only T 
was then enabled fully to detect him in; but I will conclude ſimilar methods were 
uſed in the diſpoſal of the reſt, as they have ſold this year. at a proportional ad- 
vance on the credits of laſt year. To conclude, TI will ſoppoſe the fact which 
Metre would account for; and yet the ſolution which he has fo artfully and ſpe- 
ciouſly drawn out, muſt appear to have no ſolid foundation on the ſlighteſt ex a- 
mination; for it is impoſſible the dearneſs or cheapneſs of grain can much in- 
fAuence the riſe or fall of the revenues, though the Ty is collected on the groſs 

fales ; for if this is enhanced by a year of ſcarcity, a year of plenty will make 

the balance nearly equal to the farmer, by the larger quantity imported: for his 

poſition, that the conſumption muſt be nearly equal, is alfo very fallacious, or 
we ſhould not have beheld the multitude we have this ſeaſon dead, and dying in 
our ſtreets, or the many thouſands of walking ſkeletons this ſcarcity has pro- 
duced ; nor ſhould 1 have been witneſs to fo many afflicting inſtances of parents 
ſelling their children for a Rupee a- piece, or giving them away for want of food 
to ſupport them. If the conſumption had been nearly equal, but facts fyeakt 
themſelves, tis evident this ſcarcity has not influenced the revenues, or if it has, 

that in truth it has influenced them in a ſenſe oppoſite to what he would prove, 


adãs the farms produced more laſt year, though grain, at the time they fold, was 


more than as plenty again than it has been this year; that the Gunge ſhould'{cl} 
for ſo muck more this year than ever it did, is to me not fo aſtoniſhing, as that 
it has not alw#ys produced very near it, at leaſt for many years laſt paſt. The an- 
nyual imperts of Tice to the Gunge, from the beſt information I can acquire, 
amounts at lealt to 400,000 Maunds, on which the farmer's. duty on the im- 
porter of 9 Pice Sicca per Rupee, and his duty from the buyer of Koyally of 
1 Seer. 4 Ch. per Rupee, comes to 7 Rupees 13 Annaes 1 per cent. N | 

| 8 1 Maund 


1 Maund per Rupee; and if we add the Poudary, Foorea, and the duty of 3 
Pice Sicca per Rupee on the articles ſpecified in my gth paragraph, we ſhall / 
find, on an average, that the farmer collects above g per cent; on the whole of 
the imports at the Gunge ; but if we eſtimate only on the 8 per cent. the neareft 
which he colle&s on rice, we ſhall find his duty on 400,000; Maunds, at 
x Maund per Rupee, will yield 32,000 Rupees. Eight years out of 15 that the 
 Gunge has been farmed, it has been held by Metre wholly or in part: And fur- 
ther, to diſprove his reaſons in the above-mentioned letter, he pays for it in 
1747, Rupees 17,002, though rice was from Auguſt: to December from'r Maund 
to 1 Maund 13 Seer. per Rupee; and the year following he pays 18,203 Ru- 
pees for it, and rice from 33 Seer. 1 Maund 10 Seer. per Rupee; and though I 
believe there never was a greater proſpect of plenty than the enſuing year pro- 
miles, yet it has ſold for Rupees 22,760, which is quite ſufficient to eviace, that 
other caufes than dearneſs or cheapneſs of grain, &c. have influenced the riſe 
and fall of the revenue. What thoſe were, and the farther inveſtigatien of them, 
E muſt fubmit to your-Honour, &c. as well as the redreſs I muſt humhly inſiſt 
is due on the behalf of our Honourable Employers. - That injarieus advanta- 
ges have been made of their revenues, I have proved beyond a doubt; on you, 
Gentlemen, it lies to determine where, and to what uſes they have been ſequeſ- 
r ĩ #2 $6481 „ „„ 1-7 0-9 3 81 . 
| Q Fam. moſt reſpectfully, 
FCC Honourable Sir and Sis, ; 
TNs?our moſt obedient humble Servant, 
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N the foregoing ſtate of your revenues Zemindary, you ſee; that in thewery 
infancy of Mr. Holwell's reform, an increaſe in this branch to the amount 
of 50001. is demonſtrated ; which, year by year, ſtill ſwelled, and produced in 
April preceding the capture of Fort William, 10, ooo l. per annum gained and 
ſaved to the Company, by the fair ſale of the farms, reduction of unneceſſary 
charges, and the collections of their Cuteherry being duly brought to credit. Mr. 
Holwell, in his ſentiments laid before your Directors, only pointed out an in- 
creaſe: of 30, ooo Rupees per annum; but on his arrival in- Intlia, and diſmiſ- 
ſion of the ſtanding Deputy (againſt whom now every mouth was opened) every 
day produced diſcoveries of frauds committed in every branch of this com- 
plicated office for 28 or 30 years preceding; for proof of Which we need only 
mention to you, that under this Gentleman's adminiſtration, there was paid net 
money into your treaſury Tr4,000 Rupees for every 12 months, and that there 
was a moral certainty the Credits of the year 1756, (when your preſidency was 
taken) would have yielded net 120, oo0 Rupees; a ſtriking difference, when you' 
ſee this offise never before, on a medium, produce you mere chan 40,000 Ru- 
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7 per annum. Here was a very important addition to your eſtate, when con- 

idered (as it really was) an addition in perpetuity.— Let us only eſtimate it at 
10,0001. per annum for 30 years, you ſee an acceſſion of 300, ooo l. and at the 
ſame time you will ſee how immenſe the loſs you have ſuſtained, whilſt that arch 
plunderer Govindram Metre was entruſted with the executive power of this of- 
fice.— After all, the term ſo often made uſe of, increaſe of the revenues, has been 
improperly applied; for as Mr. Holwell very juſtly obſerves in feveral of his 
letters to us, he cannot ſo properly be ſaid to have increaſed your revenues Zemin- 
dary; for, on the contrary, he rather reduced them by aboliſhing ſix of your 
farms, which, he thought, diſhonoured you, and oppreſſed the poor under your 
protection; — his merit conſiſted only in the reform of the office, and taking care 
that the real produce of the revenues ariſing from it, were honeſtly and duly 

brought to your credit. — _ r | N 3 


Hear the ſenſe of your Court of Directors on this acquiſition, and their > ROY 
ments of this gentleman's integrity and abilities, in their ſeveral: general letters 
to the board of Calcutta. Frere | % e ee 465» 


GENERAL LETTER per Ship Pelham, under date 23d January, 
| 1754. 


PAR: 69. Mr. Holwell has fully anſwered our expectations, in regulating 
and conducting the office of Zemindar ; and has, by the conſiderable in- 
«* creaſe of the revenues, reſulting from his good management, and by tranſ- 
«© mitting to us, ſuch a clear and intelligible account of the nature and ſtate of 
& them, convinced of what we long ſuſpected, that we have been moſt groſsly 


* impoſed on in this branch of our affairs.“ | 


Par. 24. Mr. Holwell's whole conduct in this affair has been entirely to 
« our ſatisfaction; and his abilities, zeal, and application to ſerve, us are fo 
&« ſufficiently apparent, that we are ſatisſied it will be in his power, if no ob- 
*sſtructions are thrown in his way, to prove himſelf. a very valuable ſervant 
te to the Company; we ſhall therefore expect, as you value our future favour, 
<< that you give him not only all neceſſary countenance and aſſiſtance in his par- 
de ticular ſtation of Zemindar, but alſo whatſoever he ſhall point out, or inti- 
15 cm may be of ſervice to the Company, in any other branch of our af. 
[4 Airs.“ i 1 „„ 3 | : | 


Par. 76. * We muſt here remark, that the office of Zemindar is of ſo com- | 
& plicated-a nature, and the buſineſs ſo various and burthenſome, that it is al- 
c moſt- impoſſible it ſhould be conducted under the direction of one perſon; 


; « you are therefore: to conſider, whether it may .not be divided into ſeveral 
branches, to be managed by different perſons; and, if you think ſuch an al- 


* teration- may be of general utility, you are to point out the proper methods 
"Bao: of 2-0 : 1 ; wipe of 
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&« of carrying it into execution. In propoſing ſuch a diviſion, we have a view 
not only to the general utility, which may be the reſult, but likewiſe to caſe 
« Mr. Holwell; as far as is conſiſtent, from the heavy load of buſineſs he la- 
% hours under, that we may have the benefit of his abilities, in other material 
<« branches of our affairs.” * | | 8 

When this letter, and that of the giſt, which immediately follows, were diſ- 
patched to Bengal, your Court of Directors conſiſted of the following Gentle- 
mel , . 15 NESS | ONE ors. 

William Baker, Eſq; Chairman, Stephen Law, Eſq; 

Richard Chauncey, Eſq; Deputy— Nicholas Linwood, Efq; 


William Braund, Eſq; William Mabbot, Eſq; 
Robert-Booth, Eſq; | | John Payne, Eſq 
Chriſtopher Burrow, Eſq; Henry Plant, oy, - : 

_ Charles Cutts, Eſq; Thomas Phipps, Eſq; . 

Peter Ducane, * | Jones Raymond, Eſqz 

Abel Fonnereau, Eſq; | Thomas Rous, Eſq; 
Peter Godfrey, Eſq; 6 Whichcot Turner, Es 
Charles Gough, Eſq; | Timothy Tully, Eſq; 
John Hope, Eſq; William Willy, Eſq; 
Michael Impey, Eſq; | James Winter, Eſq; _ 


GENE RAL LeT 1ER per Ship Eaftcourt, under date the zaft January, | 


PAR. 23d. „ We have, with great attention, peruſed and conſidered Mr. 
„ Holwell's ſtate of our revenues at Calcutta, Mr. Frankland's remarks, 
« Mr. Holwell's reply, and the other papers relative thereto; and we muſt, in 
« Juſtice to Mr. Hölzel, acquaint you, that he accounts for the miſtakes which 
4 have happened in that Rate, in a manner that convinces us they were mere 
© jnadvertencies, and no ways calculated to impoſe upon us; — that he has 
« evidently increaſed our revenues to a very conſiderable amount, without im- 
< poling any new duties, or oppreſſing the poor, but on the contrary, ſeveral old 
ones have been aboliſhed,” and the poor in many inſtances relieved: And we 
* muſt, as a further piece of juſtice to him, add, that the inſinuations of his raiſ- 
* ing his own character with us at the expence of the reputations of other 
„ Gentlemen who preceded him in his office of Zemindar, are entirely without” 
* foundation. In ſhort, his integrity, capacity, and application, haverrendered 
<« -hitn' fo well worthy our notice, that we are determined moſt heartily to coun 
<< renance and protect him in all his endeavours to ſerte the Company.” © £52 
Par. 74. It was very natural to expect, when a piece of ſuch importatice - 
* as Mr. Holwell's Sate of Nene was laid ber ia be: e los 
ago as the 17th of December, 1752, that you ſhould* have given it'a TI 
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and ſcrious conſideration, in order to have informed us of your ſentiments, 


upon an affair of ſuch a complicated nature; but how great is our diſap- 


*« poiatment and ſurprize to find you have not, from that time, to the diſpatch 


„of the Falmouth in the beginning of March laſt, conſidered it at a board, ſo 
« as to come to any reſolution or opinion for our information; but have tranſ- _. 


* mitted to us the remarks of one member only; who, notwithſtanding what you 


< May in your letter of the 4th January, 1754; does not appear upon the face 
of any of your conſultations, to have been authorized to collect and make 
* remarks for your information, as ought to have been done, if you intended to 
% have proceeded with any regularity in an affair of ſuch conſequence; and it 
is very obſervable, that thoſe remarks were defignedly, as we have reaſon to 
< believe, delivered in ſo late in the ſeaſon, as rendered it extremely difficult 
for Mr. Holwell to reply to them in time, to obviate the impreſſions they 
% might have made on us, to his prejudice. But however well qualified Mr. 
% Frankland may be, to execute a work of ſuch a nature, it ought to have been 
«© the bulin.ſs of a committee, regularly appointed for the purpoſe, and not the 
«« reſult of the voluntary enquiry of one perſon only; and we ſhall be greatly 
* diſappointed, if we do net find you took that method upon the departure 
« of the Falmouth, ſo as that we may receive, by the next ſhip at fartheſt, a 
„full and ſatisfactory account - ur proceedings and e en this 


„ affair.” 1 - 


Par g Mr. Holwell has bighly merited our particular notice and encou- 


** ragement z and the leaſt that we can do for him, is to let him riſe in our ſer- 
++ vice, equally with' the reſt of our ſervants; we do therefore hereby annul and 


az 


* make void the reſtrifti-n in our commands, of the 8th January, 1752, by 


„ which he was fixed as 12th and laſt in council, and to remain fo without riſing 
to a ſuperior rank therein ; and we direct, that on receipt of this, Mr. Hol- 


« well take rank, and his ſeat at the board, eee to the time of bis arri- 


val in Bengal, in the ſame manner as if no ſuch reſtri 


ion had been made z that 
e is to ſay, next below Mr. Matthew Collet; but however, it is our meaning 


« and direction, that Mr. Holwell do ſtill continue Zemindar, and that he = 


not to quit that poſt without our leave.” 
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PAR I 56. ce Haviog nh great ntteption cd the * of our 8 2 


s dary,. during the time it has been under the management of Mr. Holwell, 


- 


e It. 45 apparent to us from the accounts you have tranſmitted, that our reve- 
e nues in Bengal have been greatly incteaſed, and that this has been done with- | 


out impoling any new duties, or oppreſſing the poor; if it had been otherwiſe, 
you would, and ought to have given us the neceſſary informations. With re- 


*« lpeCt to the judicial part of his office, we muſt take ic for granted, that he -. 


1 has * with the greateſt integrity and lenity; as there appears nothing to 
” he 


i @@ } 


< the contrary upon the face of your conſultations, where we muſt have found 
© it, had there been any reaſons to have appealed from his decrees.” ' | 


ey 
4 


Par. 137. Conſidering therefore the great ſervice Mr. Holwell has already 
done, and the further ſervice we have the greateſt reaſon to believe he will 

5 ſtill render to the Company; we do agree to allow him an additional ſalary 
e of four thouſand current Rupees per annum to his former one of two thouſand 
Rupees, making together the ſum of ſix thouſand current Rupees a year, to 
* commence from the date of this letter; this ſalary is to be paid him ſo long 
© as he continues in the poſt of Zemindar, and is to be in lieu of all fees and 
* perquilites whatever; but it is our pleaſure he continue in the rank and ſtand- 
ing in council he ſhall be in at the time this letter ſhall come to your hands, 
* and not rife to a higher ſtation therein without our further orders.“ 


The Gentlemen who compoſed your Court of Directors at the Ilcheſter's Diſ- 
patch were as follows, viz. ; 


Roger Drake, Eſq; Chairman, Robert Booth, Eſq; - 
Peter Godfrey, Eſq; Deputy, Chriſtopher Burrow, Eſq; 
William Barwell, Eſq; | Charles Chambers, Eſq; 
H. C. Boulton, Eſq; _ Sir James Creed, 

John Boyd, Eſq; = Joha Dorrien, Eſq; 
Nath. Newnham, jun. Eſq; John Manſhip, Eſq; 


Thomas Phipps, Eſq; Henry Plant, Eſq; - 

Which. Turner, Eſq; Thomas Rous, Eſq; 

Charles Gough, Eſq; Henry Savage, Elqj _ 
Robert Jones, Eſq; Lawrence Sullivan, Eſq; 
John Payne, Eſq; | Timothy Tullie, Eſqz _ 
Jones Raymond, Eſq; + Maxim. Weſtern, Eſq; 


You have already ſeen in the Narrative before inſerted,” what various fortunes 
and difficulties Mr. Holwell had to encounter towards the end of the year 1757, 
and beginning of 1758, and how at laſt he was diſpoſed of, and appointed, by 
14 of the new Directors ſucceeding in April 58, gth in Council at Bengal; di- 
veſted of his poſt, and the ſalary to which in March 1757 he had been allot- 


ted by 10 of theſe very 14 who now degrade him, 


Meſſrs. Baker, Chauney, and Mabbot, who had particularly patronized and 
ſupported him, had already quitted the direction of your affairs; Meſſrs. Payne, 
Jones Raymond, Newnham, Jones, Drake, with moſt of the 15 who had pro- 
moted him in 1758, ſoon after diſqualified themſelves; ſo that Mr. Holwell 
found himſelf abandoned to the rage and power of that faction, who had ever 
ſhewn the ſtrongeſt. propenſity to his ruin, though every man of them had re- 
peatedly given the ſanction of their hands to his acknowledged zeal, integrity, 


* 


n * K 7 Thus 


an opportunity of manifeſting this principle. 


Le tl 
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Thus circumſtanced was Mr. Holwell, when the neceſſity of recovering a loſt 
and broken fortune, as well as conſtitution, forced ſubmiſſion; he returned on 
the Warren, Captain Glover, for Bengal, where he arrived with unabated zeal 
for your intereſts: and with this noble and elevated ſentiment, (frequently ex- 
preſſed in his letters to us) * that it would be cruel and unjuſt, a whole body 
« of people, and many among them widows and orphans, ſhould ſuffer for the 
< ingratitude, partial and ſclf-intereſted views of their /raftees ; and that he had 
<& in his heart (and hoped ever ſhould) always made this 7 diſtinction between 
« the body of Proprietors, and their Directors. —A ſhort period gave him 


The lands ceded to the Company by Jaffier Aly Khan, diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of the 24 Purgunnahs, had been held in the Company's hands, and 
in the ſpace of 16 months had produced net about 384,000 Rupees, excluſive 
of 222,000 for Col. Clive's Jagire. Fhis ſmall produce, from fo large a 
territory, drew Mr. Holwell's attention; he reflected, that if the trifling dif- 
trict of the Zemindary of Calcutta was capable of yielding a net profit of 120,000 
Rupees a year, that of the 24 Purgunnahs ought to yield more than double what 
it appeared ta do. Upon this reflection, he laboured to acquire the real value 
of thoſe lands, which, after about three months indefatigable private ſearch, he 
effected, and found the ſame chain of rogueries here, that he had traced in the 
Zemindary Calcutta; and that their ſpecific worth greatly exceeded his firſt con- 
jecture. 1 1 8. 


* 


The board of Calcutta ſeemed ſenſible that ſome other meaſure muſt be adopt- | 
ed, than that of keeping theſe lands in the Company's hands, but were greatly 
divided in opinion which to chuſe, among the many expedients propoſed. 


Mr. Holwelt, thus fully armed, threw the following letter into the Board. 


To the Worſhipful Charles Manningham, Efq; &c. Council. 
| To ot. ; Calcutta, June 11, 1759. 
, 
1 Beg leave to trouble you with a few ſentiments on the diſpoſal of the Com- 
pany*s lands, which has for ſome time paſt been the object of our councils ; 
the ſubject is of importance to our Honourable Employers, and cannot be too 
much deliberated. S229 ũ ũ rp ß 


[ believe we are all unanimous in ſome circumſtances which more particu- 
larly require our attention in this affair, to wit, the honour of the Company, 
the acquiring a perfect knowledge of the value of the lands, the making this 
branch of the revenues leſs complicate and intricate, as well as leſs — Err | 
the collecting; — but with reſpect to the means, we ſcem not quite ſo clear.— 


Any 


1 69 J 


Any one gentleman declaring fully his opinion on your conſultations, may poſſi- 


bly make us unanimous here alſo. 


The ſtep we are already determined in, of diveſting the farmer of all power in 
the royalties and judicial authorities of the Purgunnahs, bids fair for the ſecu- 
rity of the Company's honour; as theſe articles heretofore, being alſo farmed, 
became the ſource of heayy cruelties and oppreſſions on the tenants.— But ſtill 
there ſeems to be ſomething wanting, to give us a perfect ſecurity in this particu- 
lar; - and that is, to take the utmoſt care in our power, that the whole body of 
the lands do not, by any junto or private confederacy, fall into the hands of people 
with whom we ſhould not truſt any part of our own fortunes or confidence, I 
am urged to this precaution, from the propoſal laid before you the fourth inſtant, 
by ſix or ſeven conſpicuous natives of the ſettlement, of an advance of 110,001 
Rupees on the whole lands. With reſpe& to their propoſal, I will only add an 
offer of 10,000 Rupees more per annum, on their terms: Not that I wiſh my- 
ſelf, or any one elſe, in poſſeſſion of them on terms ſo vague and artful.” 


That keeping the lands in our hands will never lead us to a knowledge of theit 
real value, is now (to me) proved beyond contradiction. Some of thoſe who ſign- 
ed the propoſal of the fourth are well converſant in the nature of their under- 
taking; and better judges ſtill (as I am informed) are concerned, tho?, as yet, 
they act behind the curtain; and to me it is inconceivable, that theſe Eaſtern 
Machiavels in fineſſe would offer ſuch an annual advance, without a moral cer- 
tainty of adequate gain. In this poſition I am ſtill more confirmed, by the ad- 
vance offered from other quarters, on diſtin& and garbled parts of the Purgun- 


nahs, which in fa& exceeds the others. 


If we have been hitherto kept ſo far from the knowledge of the real value of 
theſe lands, after 16 months poſſeſſion, what are we to expect, when, from the 
courſe of the ſervice, they are no longer under the conduct of the preſent collec- 
tor, whoſe knowledge in this branch muſt be greatly ſuperior to any gentleman 
that ſucceeds him; and whoſe vigilance-in the execution of this truſt cannot be 
exceeded. From the experience I have had in infinite ly a Jeſs, tho? ſimilar object, 
I know it is impoſſible for any one gentleman, with the moſt extenſive talents 
and integrity, to ſuperintend this revenue in ſuch manner as to prevent the Com- 
pany being injured; his attention cannot be every where; confidence muſt be 
placed in a multitude z and it happens moſt unluckily,- that this confidence cen- 
ters from neceſſity in a race of people, who, from their infancy, are utter ſtran- 


gers to the very idea of common faith or honeſty, 


The other plan of diſpoſing of the lands to the multitude of people who have 
offered an advance on particular parts of each Purgunnah, I have ſtrong and equal 
objections to. I am ſenſible theſe objections ſhould have been laid before you . 
ſooner ; and would, had I thought myſelf ſooner maſter of the ſubject. We know 
not what or who theſe people are. I foreſee a very great riſque of deficiencies 
in the rents, as well as much confuſion and needleſs expence entailed on this ex- 


pedient, and ourſelves removed as far - ever from gaining a knowledge of 0 | 
ER bet abs 2 | | rea 


1 
real value of this new and important acquiſition. On the whole, therefore, I am 
of opinion, that there is no effectual method to arrive at this knowledge, and 
make the lands yield every advantage to our Honourable Employers ; but by put- 
ting them up to public auction, in ſingle Purgunnahs, under the reſtrictions al- 
ready publiſhed —People of ſubſtance will be the only bidders for an entire Pur- 
gunnah; the bad and unprofitable parts will go with the good and valuable, and 


the riſque of deficiencies in the rents be guarded againſt ; the expences of collecting 
will, in a manner, be reduced to nothing, and this branch of the ſervice be ren- 


dered leſs complicated and intricate, by our having 25 purchaſers only to account 
with us, in place of 5 or 600. l , 
Worſhipful Sir and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
IJ. Z. Holwell. 
This letter lay for conſideration, the Board ſuſpending their find! refoliaion un- 
til they were joined by Governor Clive, who; was then abſent. On his arrival 
Mr. Holwell communicated to him the refult of his reſearches, touching the Pur- 
gunnahs; and at the ſame time laid before him the following eſtimate he had 
formed of their real value, and the means by which he had acquired his knowledge. 


A moderate Es TIMArE of the value of 24 PurRGunnans. 


Magra and Satul!!! <- Sicca Rupees 130,000 
Azeemabad - - - - 90,000 


Mora Goſſee 3 . 1 36 90, ooo 
Mydon Moll, Ekubberpore, Pycha Koolee 90, oo 
Burridge Hotee, Ektearpore 186 - 75,000 | 
Gurr „ * - - -. 15,000 
Ho:teagur, Myda = - - - - - $5;000' 
Ballea, Buſſundree E - FFV 
Calcutta, Amirpore, Maanpore, Pykon 5. e 
Shawpore, Shawnagore, Karry Juree, Duccan Sagur - 28,000 
Coſspore 3 — - 10,000 
Northern Purgunnah gs nr - 32,000 
Sicca Rupees 750, ooo per annum. 


2 


The firſt time the Council met, the debate upon the Purgunnahs was reſumed, 
and Mr, Holwell's letter of the 11th of June read a ſecond time, when Governor 
Clive did him the honour to declare the reaſons he gave for putting thoſe lands 
up to public ſale were unanſwerable ; which concurring with the ſentiments of the 
Board, it was unanimouſly reſolved to throw the Purgunnahs into 15 lots, and 


farm them out for three years certain to the higheſt bidder at public auction, 
. reſerving 


. 
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reſerving to the Company the royalties of the lands, as the judicial power, fines, 
confiſcations, buried treaſures, &c. &c. They were accordingly fold, and pro- 
duced ſeven Lack, ſixty-five thouſand, ſeven hundred Sicca Rupees, 15,700 Ru- 
pees beyond what Mr. Holwell had eſtimated they would produce per annum. Let 
us add the produce of the royalties, very moderately eſtimated at one Lack and 
a half a year; the whole givesgLack 1 5,700, beſides the value and produce of a large 
tract of land, taken from the Purgunnahs next adjoining to Calcutta, to enlarge 
its bounds. We will not ſay what thanks were due, on this occaſion, to the 
zeal, integrity, and capacity of the gentleman we are defending ; we leave that 
to your candor.— Theſe were the inferior Manzuvres which this anonymous pro- 
pagator of ſcandal, farcaſtically mentions as reflections upon this gentleman's cha- 
racter.— But we do not ſtop here: We proceed to ſhew you, his attention and 
capacity was not, confined to this branch of your revenues and lands only; in order 
to which, we ſhall inſert the following letter from Mr. Holwell, to a gentleman 
who, a few years paſt, was at the head of your affairs at home; to whoſe inte- 
grity, abilities and application you ſtand, we will be bold to ſay, as highly in- 
ebted, as to any gentleman that ever fat in your direction We have his permiſ- 
fion for this liberty; and indeed, the inſerting it is, in ſome ſort, neceſſary to 
confirm and explain facts juſt now recited, that you may not think we have pick- 
ed them up to anſwer any preſent purpoſe. of | | 


— 


To John Payne, Eſgq; 
| Calcutta, Dec. 30, 1759. 
Dear SIR, 
NO ſhorten my remarks on the important fubje& of your lands, I incloſ 
you copy of my letter to the council, of the 13th of June, hen the Co- 
lonel was upon the Patna expedition; it then produced no other effect than 
poſt poning our reſolves until his arrival; when the affair heing reſumed, he did 
me the honour, vith the reſt of the board, of thinking my reaſons for a public 
ſale of the lands, by auction, unanſwerable, and the ſame was reſolved on unani- 
mouſly; the event more than anſwered my expectation. I had taken great pains 
in ferreting out the real value of the lands, which was covered with almoſt im- 
penetrable obſcurity and difficulties; and by an eſtimate I gave the Colonel at his 
return, ventured to pronounce they would yield at leaſt ſeven Lack and a half; 
and the total of their ſales, on the 3 iſt of July, amounted to ſeven Lack, fixty- 
five thouſand ſeven hundred Sicca Rupees, excluſive of ſeveral reſerves in favour 
of the Company, ſuch as a conſiderable tract of land taken from the Purgun- 
nahs adjoining to Calcutta, to extend its bounds; and all advantages: reſulting 
from holding the royalties and judicial proceedings, &. in our hands, on the 
Company's account; fo that F judge, the whole produee of theſe lands (the before - 
mentioned reſerves included) will be annually between nine and ten Lack, the ſum 1 
tbink I gueſs'd they would produce, when once in conference with you upon this ſub- 
jet, From this the Colonel's Jaggier, of two Lack twenty-two thouſand Rupees, 


being deducted, there will remain a net annual revenue to the Company of * 
| ven 


72 1 


ſeven Lack eighty thouſand Sicca Rupees per annum, on the ſame lands which 
yielded net to the Company, the laſt year when the revenues were collected on 
the government's plan, only three Lack, eighty-four thouſand, or thereabouts, as 
you will learn from the accounts of this revenue, now tranſmitted to the Com- 
pany. I ſee the Court of Directors ſtare with aſtoniſhment at this increaſe; you 
will ſtire too, my dear Sir, as a proprietor, —Methinks I hear them and you cry 
out, What the devil became of this difference the laſt year, as it muſt have been 
collected, beyond the pottibility of a doubt; or from whence can this advance 
anſwer to the preſent farmers? The anſwer is eaſy and obvious—the difference 
Fell ſhort in its way to the Company's treaſury, by the ſelf-ſame roads your for- 
mer revenues were diſſipated, prior to my beginning the reform in your Zemin- 
dary by the harpics employed in collecting. It may be farther asked, as the 
difference is ſo important and ſtriking, How comes it to paſs, that no retroſpec- 
tion ſeems to have been thought of? Here, I anſwer for myſ-lf: -I fought 
the Company's battles for a ſeries of five years, and what encouragement and 
reward I reccived for it in the end, you and the world have ſeen ; the old farms 
producing an advance, on an average, of 46 per cent. at their firſt fair ſale, was 
proof enough of former frauds, the more ſo, as this advance encreaſed every 

ear, and the other branches in proportion, As your former Zemindars could not 
juſtly be deemed culpable in that caſe, from the frequent changes in the pot ; 
ſo in the preſent, no blame properly falls on your collector, the truſt being too 
extenſive and complicate for the die execution and attention of any one man 
exiſting ; though the frauds here are equally obvious from the extraordinary in- 
creaſe at a fair and publick ſale, where the farmer was laid under every poſſible 
check and reſtraint, that can either prevent his debaſing the lands, or oppreſſing 
the tenants; and yer there is a moral certainty of profit to him at the expira- 
tion of the three years ; and that they will then yield a further increaſe to the 
Company.—But not to loſe ſight entirely of a retroſpection; I, for my own part, 
think, that at preſent the operators are too well prepared for a ſcrutiny they muſt 


for many months have expected; they have been in abſolute poſſeſſion of all ac- 


counts and papers relative to the lands, and have cunning enough to take care 
thoſe accounts ſhall tally with the credits: beſides, ſhould we even ſucceed in our 
proofs, we ſhould find this plunder divided into ſuch a multitude of hands, our 
gain at laſt would be only our trouble for out pains. That I ſhould have no ſto- 
mach to take the lead in an enquiry of this nature, you will readily account for; 
and if I do not, I am ſure no body elſe will. It appears incumbent on Mr. Frank- 
land, if on any body, to account to the Company for the extraordinary differ- 
ence between the preſent ſales and his laſt year's collections; but this I conceive 
he will hardly think worth his while ſo near h's departure; and no body knows 
better than himſelf the ſmall probability of its being attended with ſucceſs, or cre- 
dit, or thanks from his employers, who have, I believe, pretty well cooled the 
zeal of their ſervants for attempts of this kind. The very detection of frauds, and 
increaſe of the Company's revenues, tho? founded on the principles of faithfulneſs, 
honor, equity, and humanity, were (by fools, influenced by knaves) brought in 
bar againſt my receiving the reward and commiſeration, which juſtice extorted 
from them in favor of the moſt junior ſervant in the Preſidency. my 5 


TT In 3 | 

Before I entirely quit my ſubje& of the lands, I muſt clear up to you a cir- 
cumſtance that may poſſibly be cauſe of wonder to you, viz. by what means IL 
arrived at their real value. In the firſt place, I had long and full conviction that 
the ſame ſyſtem of frauds and chicane ran through every Zemindary of the pro- 
vinces; and from a general knowledge of the countries granted to us, it appear- 
ed to me moſt aftoniſhing, they ſhould yield no more than was brought to the 
Company's credit, at rhe cloſe of the year, in April laſt; when ſo ſmall a terri- 
tory as Calcutta produced, on a fcrutiny and reform, an increaſe of 73 to 80,000 
Sicca Rupees per annum,——I tried various means to trace out a ſatisfactory reaſon, 
and account to myſelf for it, but without ſucceſs, until I learnt, by accident, that 
three or four of the old ſtanders, employed as tax-gatherers and writers in the Pur- 
gunnahs, had been diſmiſſed, at the inſtigation of the new operators. IT ſent 
privately for one or two of the moſt creditable of them, and enquired into 
the cauſe of their diſmiſſion; and this brought on an opening of the whole ſcene, 
and gave me ſufficient foundation for forming my letter of the 11th of June : 
had that failed in bringing the lands to a public fale to the higheſt bidder, I had 
med my reſolution to lay the lights I had received before Mr. Frankland 
(from which J knew, on the whole, he was kept in the dark) and if this had 
fallen ſhort of my views, F ſhould” then have laid them before the Council; 
but by the iſſue I have the pleaſure of ſeeing the Company in poſſeſſion of pretty 
near the value of this princely acquiſition, without being myſelf involved in de- 
bates and contention. Thus, Sir, having made. you maſter of this ſubject in 
as ſhort a detail as poſſible, I ſhall cloſe it with this remark, that the ſame chain 
of frauds runs through the-revenues of the whole empire, but more particularly 
in theſe three provinces, to the heavy annual loſs of the crown, a circumſtance whicle 

may, in a future favorable conjuncture, be well worth conſideration; at preſent 
we have but to aſk and have, a more eaſy acquiſition of the Subadary than tha; 
we have already obtained of the Purgunnahs ; but the times are not yet ripe 
for ſo great a graſp, nor have we ſufficient ſtrength to hold itz tho” it is certain, 
were we Subas of the provinces, the Emperor would regularly receive more than. 
double the revenues theſe provinces ever produced to him; and the Eaſt India 
Company become, in a ſhort time, the richeſt body of ſubjects in the world. 
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Lou will find by this ſhip's advices, the board have made pretty free with your 
orders, touching the ſea cuſtoms; the preſent times, in fact, not admitting the 
carrying them to a greater height, without a riſque of the total Joſs of trade 
to your ſettlement. As the cuſtoms and duties are now ſtipulated, I judge they 
will, with vigilance, produce a very acceptable revenue to the Company. It 
is the very worſt policy in the world to load trade with the very utmoſt duty it 
will bear, or to puſh up the ſales of either your lands or 1mports to their 
utmoſt value; an opening for a fair profit ſhould ever be left to the merchant 
and farmer, or the conſequence, in the firſt inſtance, will be an illicit trade, op- 
preſſions on the tenants, and no ſales at all of your imports of woollen goods, &c. 


1 really want courage to touch, or animadyert on your immenſe ſtanding ex. 
pences, as I ſee not any preſent plan we can fall on for the reduction of them. 


You will remember, Sir, that, from a rough calculate I made at home of 
receipts and diſburſements, I pronounced the gentlemen here had been too haſty 
in their. advice to the Court. of Directors, that they ſhould want no ſupplies 
of money for three years. We have felt the conſequence of that precipitate para- 
B'aph, and were reduced to the neceſſity of opening the treaſury doors, in Au- 
guſt laſt, for the ſupply of Madraſs and our current ſervice. We took this op- 
portunity of reducing the uſual intereſt of nine per cent. to eight; it was pro- 

oſed to reduce it to ſix per cent; but had we perſiſted in that, we might 
wan ſhut our doors again; for ſince the large ſums. remitted the laſt year, 


money has recovered its former value from its ſcarcity, as every thing elſe does. 


Fam, 'S FR" | —— 
© Your moſt obliged humble ſeryanc. 


We ſhall add oneremark only on this ſubject of the Purgunnahs, and that from good 

authority, viz. that there was a moral certainty of yet a very conſiderable advance 
upon the next ſale, for they were not at thefirſt ſale, puſhed up to their utmoſt value, 
but a latitude left for the farmer to make a handſome profit, which we have good 
aſſurance was the caſe, one lot excepted, which was purchaſed too high by. a ſpite- 
ful competition between two of the natives. The farmers, for their own ſakes, 
will improve the lands and revenues; and conſequently, their value at the next 
ſales muſt be inhanced, which we hope has ſo proved for your ſakes; and we 
doubt not but the Manzuvres of our friend hitherto, will reflect honor upon his 
character, in place of the inſinuated reproach of this anonymous flanderer; and 
that his firſt charge, to which for certain reaſons we ſpeak to laſt, will appear 
to be equally falſe and ſcandalous, | | 


This charge, ſo boldly aſſerted againſt Mr. Holwell, is, in its. nature, of ſo 


black a dye, that did we think there was a ſhadow of foundation for it, we ſhould 


bluſh to take up the pen in his defence.—Leſt you ſhould have loſt ſight of it, we 
think it needful to preſent it again to your view. (Anon. page 37.) His 
: | 0 - (Colonel 
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<< (Colonel Clive's) ſueceſſor in the Government, who had been particularly infiru- 
% mental in bringing down Sou Rajah Dowla, and conſequently in accaſioning the firſt 
„ revolution in Bengal: — that is, neither more nor leſs, than without reſerve, charg- 
ing Mr. Holwell with being the cauſe of all the deſolation and miſery which over- 
 whelmed your ſettlements in 1756. Let this Prober, as he ſomewhere calls him- 
ſelf; anſwer this charge to the Prober of all Hearts, whilſt we, from the materials 
in our power, proceed in our defence againſt it. 


And here it is with the deepeſt grief and concern we find ourſelves obliged to 
open a wound, which we hoped had been cloſed for ever; but thus preſſed, thus 
ſtimulated, what can we do? Shall we abandon our friend to the impreſſions of 
this infamous accuſation, when we know the rectitude of his heart and conduct? 
Forbid it, Truth! forbid it, Juſtice! The real cauſes of that calamity and ruin 
have been long hid from the Public, under the veil of ſecrecy, in Leadenhall- 
ſtreet. We will unfold no more of it than friendſhip exacts from us.---There was 
a period when juſtice to individuals ſhould have moved your Court of Directors 
to have laid the whole before you, but partial views forbad it. It has plainly ap- 
peared to you, by the Letter of the 25th of March, 1757, that Mr. Holwell was 
then marked for deſtruction; the force of evidence and facts could not withold 
the applauſes and acknowledgments due to his merit and ſervices, but the clogg 
in council was again put on, which was ſo politely and juſtly taken off in 1755. 
This was a favour not much coveted by him; but, when granted, did him ho- 
nour. Greater diſhonour was the conſequence, when this reſtriction was again im- 
poſed upon his riſing. It did, as was plainly intended, leſſen him in the eye of the 
natives and your ſervants abroad, and ſufficiently declared the ſentiments of that 
Bombay Faction, which ſoon after obtained the lead in your Direction. But to 
reſume our ſub ect.. og} ot ban „ „„ rv 


Me.. Holwell obtaining his liberty at Moorſhadabad, promiſed, (in a ſhort letter 

he wrote to the two other Preſidencies of Bombay and Madrals): that he would 
tranſmit to the Company a particular account of the real cauſes, which drew on 
your Preſidency of Bengal ſuch fatal calamities. Accordingly, at Fulta, he made 
good that promiſe in the following letter, addreſſed to your Court of Directors, 
through the channel of your Council there. Little did he then think he ſhould 
ever have occaſion for, or be under a neceſſity of producing it in his own vin- 


To the Honourable the Court of DireQves for Affairs of the Honourable | the | 
United Company of Merchants of England, trading to the Eaſt-Indies. 


. Honourable Sirs, + 029 ge. 1 85 Fulta, 3oth of Nov. 17 56. 


Jaimediately on my being releaſed from my impriſonment and fetters at Muxa- 
1 dabad, I addrefſed your two Preſidencies of Bombay and Fort St. George, on 
the ſubject of the loſs of your poſſeſſions in theſe parts, under date the 17th of 
July laſt, and again on my arrival at Houghly, under date the 3d of Auguſt, 


when I duly forwarded to them ons of thoſe I diſpatched from „ 
| | an 
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and requeſted the advices I gave there might be tranſmitted to you by the moſt 
expeditious conveyance z and at the ſame time referred to a particular narrative of 
the cauſes, and various accidents, which brought on the heavy loſs you have 
ſuſtained : this I promiſed to forward as ſoon as my health would enable me. 
The flow recovery of my fight, much impaired by the ſhock and: injury my nerves 
ſuffered that fatal night in the Black Hole, and from being expoſed to the ſun on 
my paſſage to Muxadabad, muſt plead my pardon for your not receiving the 
narrative I promiſed, by the ſhip diſpatched, I underſtand ſome time this month, 
from your Preſidency of Fort St. George, and by which I am ſenſible. you will 
receive many different narratives and accounts of the cauſes of our misfortunes; 
leaving thoſe to your impartial conſideration---I ſit down to difcharge this 
part of my duty, hun. ly intreating you will believe me determined to pay the 
ſtricteſt regard to truth, to the beſt of my knowledge; and that I will not, by 
any repreſentation, either in reaſoning or facts, endeavour to miſlead your judg- 
ments, or influence them either in favour. of myſelf, or to the disfavour of any 
one elſe, further than juſtice to myſelf, and the ſtate and nature of things, will 
make it unavoidable ; ſhunning, as much as poſſible, any repetition! of matters 
already tranſmitted you in my letters of the 17th of July, and 3d of Auguſt laſt, 
which I requeſt may be kept in your view, as 1 do not find any cauſe to retract any 
eſſential part of them. £8 | „ 


aꝛ2d. Mahabut Jung (better known by the name of Ally Verdi Cawn) demifing on the 
oth of April laſt, was ſucceeded in the government of the Subaſhip by his grand- 
fon Surajud Dowla, without oppoſition, excepting from the young Begum, relict 
of Shaw Amet Jung, uncle of Surajud Dowla. This Princeſs, foreſeeing her 
hberty and the immenſe wealth of her lately-deceaſed huſband, would fall a ſa- 
crifice to the new Suba, had meditated for ſome time the raifing another to the 


Subaſhip, and with this view retired, before the death of the old Suba, to her pa- 


Jace, (ſome diſtance from the city) named Mootee Giol, with Raagbullor, the 
Dewan of her late huſband, Nazzur Aly Cawn, and others the moſt faithful of 
her officers and domeſtics ; where ſhe fortified herſelf, and raiſed ſome troops to 
oppoſe the ſucceſſion'of her nephew. When the diſpute was near coming to ex- 
tremities, the old m, relict of Ally. Verdy Cawn, interpoſed with her 
mediation, by which, and the promiſes of Surajud Dawla, that the Princeſs 
ſhould remain in full poſſeſſion and ſecurity of life, liberty, and property, ſhe: was 
prevailed on to diſband her troops, ſubmitted to the baniſhment from the pro- 
vinces, Nazzur Aly Cawn, and two other officers, and returned to the city 
where ſhe was no ſooner arrived than ſhe was made a priſoner, and her palaces 
and poſſeſſions ſeized and confiſcated to the Suba's uſe. e 


zd. The new Suba having, on his ſucceſſion to the government, fent advice there- 
of, with a ſeerpaw, (or dreſs) to Showt Jung, his cozen, the Nabob of Purranea : 
this latter returned the ſeexpaw, and diſavowed ſubmiſſion to him as Suba of the 
Provinces; aſſerting his government of Purranea to be left by Ally Verdy Cawn 
independant of him. This occaſioned the reſentment; and Surajud Dowla, who 
reſolved to reduce him by force, and after he had laid the ſtorm. the young Begym 
9 | 0 id 


[3 


had attempted td raiſe againſt him, he immediately marched againſt Showt Jung 
with a ſtrong army, which had been raiſed by the old Suba, foreſeeing the diffi- 
culties his grandſon would have to encounter after his death. Here I muſt leave 
the Suba on his march; and go back in pour of time to matters no leſs neceſſary 


to inveſtigate the real cauſes of his ſubſequent march to Calcutta; which is ſo 
blended with ſome incidents attending the late change and government at Muxada- 
bad, that it is impoſſible to give a diltin& view of the one, without a ſhort recital 
of the others. | | BAC FER Es, 


4th. On the death of Shaw Amet Jung, (more generally known by the name of 
Newaris Mahomet Cawn) and during the life of the old Suba, Surajud Dowla, 
who had in effect the reins of government in his hands, long before the deceaſe of 
his grandfather, ſeized on Raagbullob abovementioned, the chief officer of Shaw 
Amet Jung, and by impriſonment and other deſpotic and ſevere methods, en- 
deavoured to force from him a confeſſion and diſcovery of Shaw Amer Jung's 
riches; but the miniſter, faithful to his deceaſed maſter, could not be brought to 
any confeſſion injurious to the intereſt of his ſurviving family, and after a few 
days ſufferings, obtained his liberty by the interceſſion. of the young Begum, with 
her father and mother, Ally Verdy Cawn and his Begum : but Raag Bullob be- 
ing ſenſible the reſolution he had ſhewn for the intereſt of the family of his de- 
ceaſed maſter, (between whom and Surajud Dowla there had been a long hatred 
and animoſity) would never be forgiven.by Surajud Dowla, thought it incumbent 
upon him to provide as well as he could for the ſafety of himſelf, And in re- 
ſentment for. the uſage he had unjuſtly received for his integrity to the young - 
Begum, readily entered into her councils to oppoſe the ſucceſſion; and finding the 
death of the old Suba was near at hand, and recollecting his own family and 
Lear part of his wealth were expoſed to danger at Dacca, his firſt care was to 

raw them to a place of ſecurity; in order to which he applied to Mr. Watts, 
your Chief at Coſſimbuzar, telling him his family were going from Dacca to 
worſhip at Jaggernaut, and ſhould take Calcutta in the way; requeſting, at the 
_ ſame time, that they might there find a Popes reception. Mr. Watts accord - 

ingly wrote to the Preſident, and I think to Mr. Manningham, to much the 
fame effect. Theſe letters arrived during the abſence of your Preſident at Balliſore, 
and much about the time that Kiſſendas, the eldeſt ſon of Raagbullob, and the 
family reached Calcutta from Dacca at leaſt I know no otherwiſe, for in the 
evening, I think, of the 13th of March, my people at the Waterſide Chowkeys 
brought me intelligence, that Raagbullob's family was arrived from Dacca, and 
that they had received orders from Mr. Manningham for their admittance, who 
having occaſion to ſummon a Council the next morning, for the diſpatch of the 
Neegrai's ſupplies, ſhewed me Mr. Watts's letter to the Preſident, who likewiſe 
communicated the ſame to me on his return to the ſettlement, This letter, I now 
underſtand, the Preſident has loſt amongſt the reſt of his papers; though I often 
ſince the commencement of our troubles, as he muſt recollect, urged to him the 
neceſſity of preſerving it in his own and our vindication: however, as I had twice 


peruſed it, and had fince occaſion enough to retain in my memory the firſt im- 


Ex 


— 


— — 
—— —— 

MN "ion 

— Ys 


OI ů 


1 
4 
— 
5 
4 
4 3 
4 
6 


i 
| 
oy 
| 
y 
j 
: 
„ 
F 
ö 
9 
1 


4191 


preſſions I had received of it, I can venture to aſſert it was near the following: 


purport : h 

* That he, Mr. Watts had been applied to by Raagbullob, the Chuta Begum's. 
„% Dewan, who adviſed him that his family had left Dacca with intention to go to, 
« worſhip at Jaggernaut, and ſhould take Calcutta in his way, and requeſted he 
« would write to their Governor touching their reception there, and that they 
* might be ſupplied with boats, or aught elſe they might have occaſion for on. 
their expedition; that in compliance with Raagbullob's intimation and requeſt, 
&* he wrote, and recommended his family being received with all poſſible reſpect 
* and regard, not only on account of his influence with the Chuta Begum, but 
t as his power at Dacca might be of the utmoſt conſequence to our Honourable 
« Maſters affairs there.” | | 


In conſequence of this recommendatory letter, and the reaſons urged by Mr. 
Watts, they were received in the ſettlement, and treated with all poſſible regard. 
Whether Mr. Watts knew, or can be ſuppoſed to have judged, that Raagbullob's 
family going to Jaggernaut to worſhip, was a pretence only to facilitate their ob- 
raining a protection in Calcutta, I cannot ſay ; but I recollect the Preſident's com - 
municating to me another letter he received from Mr. Watts, about the time that: 
the death of the old Suba was deemed inevitable, wherein he recommended it as 
expedient, That Kifſandaſs, and the reſt of Raagbullob's family ſhould have: 
no longer protection in Calcutta, as it was very uncertain what turn things. 
„would take after the deceaſe of the Suba.” The Preſident will, 1 doubt not, 
do me the juſtice of acknowledging I enforced this ſalutary advice, and preſſed 
more than once the diſmiſſion of this family, foreſeeing they would be demanded ;; 
and Mr. Manningham and myſelf had many uneaſy conferences on the protection. 
being continued to them, fearing it might be productive of tioubleſome conſe- 
quences, and poſſibly embroil us with the new government, ſhould they remain 
in the ſ.ttlement until the Suba's deceaſe. Why the Preſident delayed their diſ- 


- miſſion, I am ata loſs how to account for; but certain it is, had they been obliged 


to quit the place, a handle would have been taken away from 2 who have 
been too ready to urge and maintain the protection given to this family as the 
greateſt, nay, the ſole cauſe that drew on us the Suba's reſentment ; which I.doubr- 
not of convincing your Honourable Court is very diſtant from the truth. Their: 
diſmiſſion, however, would have ſaved us from a moſt difficult fituation which we 
preſently fell into ; for we no ſooner received advice of the death of Ally Verdy 
Cawn, than we had notice alſo of the ſtand made againſt Surajud Dowla's ſucceſ- 
fion, by the young Begum and her party, of which Raagbullob was the- chief 
miniſter and favourite of his miſtreſs; ſo that it became at that juncture a dan- 
gerous ſtep to the 5 4 intereſt to turn his family out of the ſettlement, 
the more eſpecially as for ſome days advices from all quarters were in favour of 
the Begum's party. Notwithſtanding which, as the new Suba had been pro- 
claimed in the city, the Preſident wrote the uſual congratulatory letter to him, 
which was favourably receive. | Co ESR be oo 
5 5th. Here 
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gth. Here it becomes needful to recite, that ſome little time before the old Suba's: 
death, the Preſident received a private letter from Mr. Watts to the following- 
purport : © That there was a multi-ude of the government's ſpies at Calcutta; 
that the ſmall ſtrength of its fortifications and garriſon, and the eaſy capture of 
«* it, were the public diſcourſe of the city and durbar z and that it bchoved Mr. 
* Drake to be upon his guard, and by ſome means prevent the goverament's- 
< ſpies bringing daily intelligence to the durbar of the weak ſituation of the 
„place.“ This letter the Preſident communicated to me, and gave me orders, 
as Zemindar to make a ſtrict enquiry after ſuch as might juſtly be ſuſpected, 
and that had no real call of buſineſs in the place; and alſo that I would iſſue orders- 
to the ſeveral Chowkeys, or places of guard, to admit none to land, or be ad- 
mitted into the town without his orders. Theſe inſtructions I immediately obeyed, 
and ſeveral ſuſpected perſons were, in conſequence of them, turned out of the 
place, and none admitted without a ſtridt examination. e W 4 


th. On Raagbullob's withdrawing himſe'f, with the young Begum; to Mootee 
Giol, Surajud Dowla diſpatched Naran Sing, brother to Rajaram, the Fowzdaar- 
of Midnapore, to Calcutta, with a perwannah,. the contents ef which were, to 
demand Kiſſendaſs and his family to be delivered up between eight and nine in the 
evening of, I think, the 14th of April. The Preſident being at Baraſut, and 
Mr. Manningham at his country reſidence, Omychund came and adviſed me that 
Naran Sing had got, in the diſguiſe of a European dreſs, into the ſettlement, and 
had the Suba's perwannah to demand Raagbu!lob's family, and was at his houſe- 
aſking, Whether I would permit his bringing him to: viſit me? As he had got en- 
trance into the place, I thought it ad viſeable to fee him, and Omychund brought: 
him accordingly in about half an hour. I received him with the reſpect due to a 
brother of Rajaram, an officer in much truſt and confidence with both the late 
and preſent Suba; he tendered me his perwanah, but I excuſed myſelf from re- 
ceiving it, as it was addreſſed: to the Governor, who I told him would be in town- 
in the morning, on which he took his leave well ſatisfied. In the morning early I 
ſent for the Jemmautdaar of the Chowkey Where Naran Sing landed, and was 
going; to puniſh him for admitting any one in the ſettlement without orders, when 
he informed me that Naran Sing came inthe diſguiſe of a common Bengall Picker 

that he oppoſed his landing, but that ſoon after Omychund's ſervants came to him 
with a meſſage, ſignifying that he was a relation of his houſe, and that he might 
admit him. Soon after, on advice that the Preſident was returned to town. I. 
waited on him with the report of this tranſaction, ard found with him Meſſrs. 
Manningham and Frankland; we were all a good deal embarraſſed how to act on 
this occaſion, that the ſame reaſons that before forbid the family being turned out 
of the place, after the Suba's death, ſtil ſubſiſted equally ſtrong againſt delivering 
them up, as the conteſt was yet undecided between Sutajud Dowla and the young 
 Begum. The reſult at laſt: of our deliberations was, that as Naran Sing had ſtole 
like a thief and a. ſpy into the ſettlement, (and not like open the-public character 
be pretended, and as bearing the Suba's orders) the Preſident ſhould not receive 
him or his per wanah; which reſolution was put in execution, and the Preſident 
ſent one of his Chubdaars to him, with orders te quit the ſettlement, 3 


92 
1143 


L 80] 


did: and inſtantly letters were diſpatched to Mr. Watis to adviſe him of the affair, 
with inſtructions to guard againſt any ill conſequence which might ariſe from it. 


Ith. The foregoing is, Honourable Sits, a faithful narrative of the protection 
given to Kiſſendaſs, the ſon and family of Raagbullob, which has been induſtri- 
ouſly and maliciouſly by ſome, and erroneouſly by others, circulated as the prin- 
- cipal cauſe of the loſs of your ſettlements in Bengal; an event which, I will ſoon 
demonſtrate, had much deeper and more remote foundation: for on your Chief 
at Coſſimbuzar making a proper repreſentation of this affair at the Durbar, it 
hardly occaſioned any emotion or diſpleaſure in the Suba, nor ever had a place in 
any of the ſubſequent complaints forwarded to us, through the channel of that 
ſubordinate. : W | ; 


8th. The probability of a breach with France had been the ſubje& of diſcourſe. 
for ſome time, before it was confirmed to us by the arrival of your letter on the 
Delawar; and as about the ſame time we received news of the taking Gyria by his 
Majeſty's ſquadron, both became the ſubject of much ſpeculation at the Durbar, 
where the military and naval ſtrength of the Engliſh in India were greatly exagge- 
rated, and no ſmall pains taken to inſtil a dread: of it into the government; and if 
the agents for the French Eaſt-· India Company (whoſe garriſon at Chandanagore 
did not, at this period, amount to go men) were not at the bottom of theſe re- 
ports, it is at leaſt, 1 hope, no breach of charity to conclude, they uſed every 
means in their power to confirm them; at leaſt ſuch was our information, when it 
was confidently afferted in the Durbar at Muxadabad, and gained belief, that the 
Engliſh had ſixteen ſhips of war and a ſtrong land- force coming to Bengal. 515 


- gth, On the receipt of your letter by the Delawar, we began to put the ſettlement 

into as good a poſture of defence as we could; and as the parapet and ambrazures, 
as well as the gun-carriages of the line to the weſtward: of the fort, were much out 
of repair, they became the firſt object of our attention; a number of workmen 
were employed, and I believe the parapet and ambrazures (the greateſt part of 
which we were obliged to pull down) more than half run up, when the Preſident 
was ſurprized with a perwanah from the Suba, to the following purport : 


„ That he had been informed we were building a wall, and digging a large 
«© ditch round the town of Calcutta: That he did not approve of our 
carrying on theſe works without his permiſſion: And ordered Mr, 
* Drake to deſiſt immediately, and deſtroy what he had already done.” 


roth. The French having ſtrengthened their fort by an additional baſtion, 
which they had at this time compleated, received, at the ſame juncture we 
did, a perwanah to the like effect; both of them having been diſpatched by 
the Suba, as he was on his march againſt the Purranea Nabob; and the 
anſwers to them reached the Suba on the ſame day at Rajamaal, a city 
about three 'days march from Muxadabad; and the French, by the comple- 
tion of their baſtion, being enabled to deſiſt immediately, anſwered him _ 
2 27 | i dingly; 


* 


( $21] 


dingly ; aſſuring him at the ſame time, that they had built no new. works; and 
had only repaired one of their | baſtions which had ns be NE: by Hghrning: 
Wich which anſwer he appeared ſatisfied. | | 


I 8 The reply your Preſident returned to Fe 8 2008 8 perwanab, was, to the 
beſt of my remembrance, as follows: | 


That the Suba had been miſi aformed'; in e to our -batlding a wall round 
our town, and we had dug no ditch ſince. the inyaſion of the Moratters, at 
* which time we executed ſuch a work at the particular requeſt of our inhabitants, 
„and with the knowledge and approbation of Ally Verdy Cawn; that in the 
&* late war between our nation and the French, they had attacked and taken the 
* town of Madraſs, contrary to the neutrality we expected would have been pre- 
2 ſerved in the Mogul's dominions; and that there being at preſent great ap- 
arance of another war between the two crowns, we were under ſome appre- 
e henſions they would act in the ſame manner in Bengal 3 aaprenent whict ith 
5 were only repa ring our line of gun e the water ſidl ee. IE 


It is fruitleſs now. to wiſh this anſven had been debated. | in Council before it was 
ſent, where I think much i impropriety would have appeared in it, as the whole of it 
had a tendency to confirm the Suba in a belief of thoſe inſinuations, which had 
been already conveyed to him, that the war between us and the French would pro- 
bably be brought into Bengal, beſides its carrying a tacit. reflection on the Su 
want of power or will to protect us. The; conſequence was adequate, for he was 
much enraged at the receipt of it; and immediately ordered your factory at Coflim- 
buzar to be inveſted;. which, was accordingly! done on the 22d of May, by Roy 
Dullob, of which we received advice from the gentlemen there the a gth, and ſer 
veral other ſubſequent letters, informing us of additional forces being added on 
the factory, from time to time, and that they expected every moment to be at- 
tacked, and that the Suba was on his march to Muxadabad. The ſubject matter 
of complaint, aſſigned in every letter, Ak regarded in in gantd RE GAS car 
rying on in Calcutta, Po 

. 12th. On the firſt advice. received from the gentlemen at Coſſimbuzar, we for- 
warded to them a copy of the Preſident's anſwer: to the Nabob's perwanah, and 
in our ſeveral diſpatches. recommended to them to uſe every ſalutary means in their 
Paget to put a ſtop. to the Suba's reſentment, and obtain à curreney to our 

ſineſs, (which was now obſtructed at every ſobordinate and arung). We directed 
them to aſſure the Suba we were carrying on no new works; chat we had dug 
no diteh; that our enemies had miſrepreſented us; that iſ he gave no credit to our 
aſſertions, we intreated any one he could confide- in to inſpect them, and wrote 
the Suba repeated letters to the like purpoſe- We likewiſe gave the gentlemen 
inſtructions to remonſtrate and expoſtulate ſtrongly. againft; this hard treatment, 

and to endcavour-to trace: out, if poſſible, Whether one or other of the European 
nations was not at the bottom of it, with intent to embreil the Company's * 
* benefit choſe of 9 and to uſe all means of knowing from his 


miniſters 
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miniſters if the Suba's intentions were to extort a ſum of money from us (con- 
formable to the unjuſt and uſual method of his predeceſſors;) withal, giving them 
poſitive orders to make no conceſſion, or give any promiſe touching the demolition 
of our fortifications. 5 | 
13th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, you ſee us reduced to the neceſſity, either of re- 
fiſting the arbitrary orders of the Suba, or of abandoning and leaving open your 
Preſidency to the mercy of the French, contrary to your orders and intimation ro 
us by the Delawar ; for to all our remonſtrances we could receive no ſatisfaction 
from the gentlemen at Coſſimbuzar, but was ſtill adviſed, the Suba inſiſted on our 
demoliſhing our new works, (when in fact we had made none) and fill up a ditch 
we had never dug. | ST eee | 


- 14th. Under date, I think, the iſt of June, we received a letter from your 
Chief and Council at Coſſimbuzar, adviſing; that Roy Doolob had told Doctor 
Forth, that the Suba's reſentment was cauſed only by the draw-bridge and works 
we had built at Baagbazar, and the octagon which Mr. Kelſall had rebuilt in his 
garden: And that if we would write the Suba we would demoliſh thoſe works, 
the forces would be immediately withdrawn: And the gentlemen likewiſe in- 
forcing this as a neceſſary: and effectual expedient to put an end to the troubles,” we 
in full Council took it into conſideration; and reflecting on the heavy loſs and diſ- 
advantage you would ſuſtain in your inveſtment, by the continuance of the ſtop- 
page of your buſineſs, and judging theſe works and draw- bridge at Baagbazar ſo 
far detached, as to be of little uſe in the defence of the place againſt a European 
enemy, we unanimouſly determined and agreed, to promiſe the demolition of 
them, and the octagon at Mr. Kelſall's garden; and to that purport, as ſoothing a 
letter as could be indited was inſtantly drawn up, to the Suba, from the Preſi- 
dent, and incloſed to Mr. Watts and his Council, to whom we alſo wrote, advi- 
ſing them of our compliance and readineſs to demoliſn thoſe works which had 
given him diſpleaſure. Triplicates of this araſdaſs and letter we diſpatched in four 
hours, to arrive in thirty-fix hours; and ordered a large reward to the Coſſids if 
they arrived in the time. S113 e t 


- 15th. We received another ſhort letter under the fame date, viz. the rſt of 
June, wherein the gentlemen informed us, the forces on the factory amounted to 
11 2,000, with a train of artillery, and that poſitive orders were arrived to attack 
it, requeſting they might be reinforced with an hundred men; on which a Council 
was ſummoned, their requeſt taken into conſideration, and the five Captains called 
in, and deſired to give their opinion, whether it was poſſible this reinforcement 
could be thrown into the place? They withdrew, and after debating it 1 
themſelves, gave us their opinion in writing, declaring the thing impracticable, 
and that the force the gentlemen had in the fort was, in their judgments, ſufficient 
to defend it againſt the troops brought againſt them. This opinion we immedi- 
ately diſpatched to them, directed them, if they were attacked, to make as good a 
defence as they could; and when they found they could defend the factory no 
longer, to make the beſt retreat in their * but I believe neither this letter, 
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nor ſome of our preceding ones, reached the gentlemen, the Suba having for 
| ſome days cut off all correſpondence between us; a plain indication that an ac- 
commodation was not the mark he atmed at, e. | | 
16ch, On the 6th of June we had a rumour of Coſſimbuzar being taken by the 
Nabob, which was confirmed to us the 7th, by a letter from Mr. as Coller, 
your ſecond at that factory; which, according to my beſt recollection, expreſſed 
as follows : | ea Wein or Dt. 25 tt Og 155 
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* That upon the Nabob's repeated orders to his Generals to attack the 
& factory, unleſs the Chief went in perſon to him, Mr. Watts, by the ad- 
vice of his Council, thought it more adviſeable to go to the Nabob, than 
riſque involving the Company in a war with the Government; that 
c he accordingly. did ſo on the 2d of June, and on coming to his preſence 
<< was made a priſoner, and orders ſent for Mr. Collet, (and I think Mr. 
«© Batſon) to attend him; likewiſe to ſign, jointly with Mr. Watts, a 
„ * makulka (or obligation, with a penaſty annexed) which order they 
_ * obeyed but in place of being ſet at liberty, upon ſigning the makulka 
« required, Mr. Collet was ſent back to the factory, with directions to 
deliver it up to Roy Doolob, which he was obliged to comply with, 
and was then giving up the account of the cannon, ammunition, and 
military ſtores ; that the factory was not plundered, and the Nabob was 
determined to march to Calcutta with his whole army, eſtimated then at 


«© 50,000 men, beſides a large train of artillery. “?“? 


Ihe reaſons which ſwayed Mr. Watts to quit his government at ſuch a junc- 
ture as that, and truſt himſelf in the hands of the Suba, (on whoſe character or 
principles no reaſonable faith could be had) without any proper ſecurity, hoſtage, 

or e for his perſon; or thoſe which urged Mr. Collet to follow his 

example, when he knew his Chief was made a priſoner; and that conſequently 
the truſt, command and government of the factory, fort, and garriſon, devolved 
upon himſelf; or why this your ſettlement was thus given up, without a ſingle 
ſtroke being ſtruck for it, I am totally a ſtranger to, and can only hope, for their 
ſakes, and the honour of their country, they have, or will Juſtify their con- 
duct to you in thoſe particulars. I will not ſubſcribe to the opinion of our five 

Captains, as already recited, and ſay their force was ſufficient to reſiſt and de- 
fend the place for any long time againſt the Suba's army; but had it been de- 

fended at all, he could not have attacked and taken it, without the loſs of time, 
many of his people, and probably ſome of his principal officers. ' A ſtroke of 

this kind might have had happy conſequences to your affairs; it might have in- 
clined the Suba to an accommodation, by cooling ſtill more the zeal of his mini- 
flers, generals, officers and people, who almoſt to a man were averſe to this ex- 
pedition againſt the Englifh, as well knowing the conſequence would be as fatal to 
his country as to us, though he ſucceeded in it. A defence of only twenty-four 
hours would, in its conſequences, have retarded, in all probability, his march to 
Calcutta, for many days, and would have been a point gained to us of the utmoſt 
. | "BY | 1 importance, 
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importance, by having more time for the completion of many requiſites, which 
for want of it we were obliged wholly to neglect, or remained unfiniſhed at the 
time we were aCtually inveſted. A detention of his army before Coflimbuzar for 
two or three days would have brought on dirty rainy weather in his march to- 
wards us, and incommoded him greatly, as well in the paſſage of his troops and 
cannon, as in the attack of our ſettlement z whereas, by the eiſy poſſeſſion he ac- 
quired of Coſſimbuzar, he was enabled to march againſt us without loſs of time, 
or obſtruction from the weather, which afforded not a drop of rain through the 
march, and attack of Calcutta; but on the 21ſt, at night, whilſt I was priſoner 
in the camp, it rained heavily, and dirty. weather ſucceeded for many days after, 
during which his muſquetry, being all matchlocks, would have been rendered in 
a manner uſeleſs. We ſhould aſo have had an important ſuccour, in the arrival 
before the fort, of the Succeſs galley, the Speedwell, and Bombay frigate ; theſe 
veſſels having paſſed Tanners the 19th and 2oth, and joined the Dodaly and the 
reſt of our flect about Govindpore, after they had fell down from the fort, though 
before it was ſurrendered, Many more are the advantages I could enumerate, 
which would have reſulted from the ſmalleſt defeace and reſiſtance made at Coſ- 
ſimbuzar, and can only regret now its not having been done; repeating my hopes, 
the gentlem-n in truſt there will give you ſufficient reaſons why it was not done. 
Their treatment could hardly have been worſe, had they been obſtinate in its de- 
fence ; they themſelves being continued priſoners in the Suba's camp, under ma- 
ny hardſhips, until, I think, the latter end of June; their effects plundered, and 
the gentlemen in the factory, via. Meſſrs. Hugh, Watts, and Chambers, with 
the whole garriſon, put in irons, and ſent to the common priſon at Muxadabad; 
the fate Meſſrs. Batſon, Sykes, Haſtings, and Marriot, would have undergone, 
had not luckily the two former made their eſcape, and the two lat er been at the 
Arungs. | | 5 ES "a6 


17. On Cofſimbuzar. being inveſted, we wrote to the ſeveral ſubordinates, and 
to all our Gomaſtahs at the ſeveral armies, adviſing them of the ſeveral proceed- 
ings, and to be upon their guard, and hold themſelves in readineſs to retreat with 
the Company's effects, &c. and on intelligence of the capture of the place, and 
the Suba's march to Calcutta, we ſent them orders to withdraw, and join us with 
all expedition, But theſe orders were too late; excepting your factory at Lucky- 
porte, as I have already intimated in my letter of the 17th July. Mr. Boddam, 
_. your Chief at Balliſore, received our orders in time to withdraw himſelf, with 
the few ſoldiers he had there, and about 6000 Rupces of your effects; the remain- 
der, to the amount of about 40,000, ſequeſtered, and your factory houſe in 
part only demoliſhed at Ballafore ; but Bulramgurry, by its ſituation, having 
eſcaped the government's notice, and by the prudent conduct of Mr. John Briſ- 
tow, (left Reſident at Ballaſore by Mr. Boddam) is ſtill retained. Myſelf and 
Mr. Boddam were diſpatched to take a ſormal poſſeſſion of it the 18th Septem- 
ber, and to negotiate other matters, which will be tranſmicted on the face of our 
Fulba conſultations; and we have thought it neceſſary to nominate Bullramgurry 
your Preſidency, being diveſted of every other poſſeſſion you had in thefe pro- 
vinces. But to reſume my narrative: Diſpatches were likewiſe forwarded expreſs: 
| do 
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to Bombay, Fort St. George, and Vizagapalam, the 8th of June, for a_rein- 
forcement of troops, ſtores , &c. and ſuccours demanded of the French and 
Dutch ſettlements on this river; the ſucceſs of which laſt negotiation you have 


likewiſe in my ſaid letter of the 15th July. The militia were under arms for the 
firſt time the 7th June, ſomething too late, I am afraid you will fay, to be of 
much ſervice, juſt coming to action. 3 5 COL NAY Fo 


18, I am now, Honourable Sirs, come cloſer to the unravelling the real cauſe; 
which ſtimulated the Suba to the lengths he has proceeded againſt us: How fir 
my conjectures and aſſertions will be 1 by a probable ſyſtem of politics in 
him, and by the tenor of his own conduct conſidered together, I humbly ſubmit 
to your judgments. And firſt, I beg leave to remark, on the three articles con- 
tained in the Makulka, which your Chief and Council were obliged to ſign in the 
Suba's camp, when before Coſſimbuzar; the terms of which were, viz. 


That we ſhould not protect the King's ſubjects.— That we ſhould not 
4 miſuſe the liberty of our duſticks, by covering the trade of che native 
* merchants.—And that we ſhould refund and make good whatever ſum 
<« it ſhould be proved the King had been defrauded in his revenues and 
duties by this practice; and that we ſhould demoliſh our fortifications.” 


Theſe, Honourable Sirs, are the purport of the three articles of the Makulka, 
however I may have varied the wording of it, by not having it before me. Had 
the Suba any intention of b-ing ſatisfied with our conceſſion to theſe articles, he 
certainly would have reſted here; your Chief, Council, fort and garriſon of Coſ- 
ſimbuzar were in his poſſeſſion; the gentlemen had ſigned and executed the obli- 
gation demanded of them; he knew their ſigning of it was not valid or binding 
without our approval; and if he had ever inclined to an accommodation, he would 
have tranſmitted the terms they had complied with, and at leaſt have deſiſted until 
our reply could have reached him, in place of cutting off, for ſome days, the 
means of all correſpondence or intelligence between us and your factory; and 
marching directly againſt us, without ever replying to, or taking notice of many 
Araſſdaſſes received from us: But the truth is, his jealouſy of the independant 
power of the Europeans in his country was at this juncture confirmed, which he 
was determined to reduce; and being ſenſible ours was the moſt formidable to 
him, we became the firſt objects of his juſt politics. To ſupport this my conclu- 
ſion, I muſt here refer to three letters, which Wazeed's Gomaſtah in my pre- 
ſence read your Preſident, (copies of which, I believe, is in Mr, Drake's poſſeſſion) 
addreſſed to his maſter Wazeed, from the Suba, all three to the beſt of my 
remembrance, bearing date in May laſt. In each of theſe, he avows his inten- 
tion to reduce the power of the Engliſh, forbids his interfering on their behalf, 
aſſerting his having long intended it, and ſwears by God and his Prophets, that 
he will drive them out of his country, unleſs they are ſatished to trade in it on the 
footing they did in Jaffier Cawn's time (by which he meant before the time the 
Honourable Company obtained their Phirmaund). Your fort at Coſſimbuzar, 
{eſteemed by all judges more regular 9 tenable than that at tt William) ſo 
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near his capital, appeared too dangerous a hold, at a time he was influence d to 
believe our ſtrength in India was four times more formidable than it really was 
and that we were on the eve of a French war, which would be probably brought 
into his country : Conſiſtent with this 'was his expreſſion of reſentment, at Ra- 
jamaal, on receipt of your Preſident's letter: Who ſhall dare to think of com- 
mencing hoſtilities in my country, or preſume to imagine 1 have not power to 
tect them,” And it was current in the mouths of all degrees, when I was at 
Muxadabad, that Mahabut Jung had long meditated to deſtroy the forts and gar- 
riſons of the Europeans, and to reduce their trade on the footing of Armenians. 
And here I hope it will not be deemed impertinent, if I recite, verbatim, the laſt 
diſcourſe and council which Mahabut Jung gave his grandſon, a few days before 
his death; and which I had from very good authority at Muxadabad, after my 
releaſement. Li 


« My life has been a life of war and ſtratagem: For what have I fought, 
„ for what have my councils tended, but to fecure you, my Son, a quiet 
« ſucceſſion to my Suba-dary. My fears for you have for many days 
“ robbed me of ſleep. I perceived who had power to give you trouble 
« after I am gone hence. Hoſſein Cooley Cawn, by his reputation, wiſ- 
dom, courage, and affection to Shaw Amet Jung, and his houſe, I 
<« feared would obſtruct your government. His power is no more. Moni- 
« chund Dewan, whoſe councik might have been your dangerous enemy, 
«© I have taken into favour. "Keep in view the power the. European na- 
tions have in the country. This fear I would alſo have freed you from, 
* if God had lengthened my days.—The work, my Son, muſt now be 
« yours: Their wars and politics in the Telinga country ſhould keep you 
% waking: Oo pretence of private conteſts between their Kings, they have 
< ſeized and divided the country of the King, and the goods of his peo- 
* ple between them: Think not to weaken all three together. The 
power of the Fngliſh is great; they have lately conquered Angria, 
and poſſeſſed themſelves of his country; reduce them firſt ; the others 
will give you litt.e trouble, when you have reduced them. Suffer 
de them not, my Son, to have fortifications or ſoldiers: If you do, the 


**, country' is nor yours,” 


19th. How conſiſtent the Suba has been in his adherence to this laſt councit of 
bis grandfather, we have wocfully felt; but that we were not ſolely the objects of 
his reſentment and deſigns, is evident: His perwanah to the French was diſpatch- 
e the ſame day with ours: When he marched againſt us, he ſent perwanahs to 
both French and Dutch, with orders to provide, and join him with ſhips, men, 
and ammunition, to attack us by water, whilſt he attacked us by land: They re- 
fuſed; in conſequence of their refuſa!, he inveſted their ſeveral forts and factories, 
and demanded an exorbitant ſum from each, The French were glad to accom- 
modate matters for the payment of three Lack and half of Rupees; the Dutch 
for four Lack and half, after having had, for a day and half, a body of the Su- 
be's troops in their ſettlement, waiting orders to attack it, and a man ſtationed 
a | : L : 1 with 
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with an ax in his hands, to cut down their flag- ſtaff and colours. The French 
had not money to pay the mulct laid on them, but gained Roy Doolob to become 


their ſecurity: The Dutch were reduced to immediate payment; and both did 


then, and ever ſince have been obliged to endure the moſt audacious and exaſ- 
perating inſults, from the loweft Peon. in the ſervice of the government. That 
there was this difference in the ſum extorted from them has been accounted for, 
(how juſtly I will not ſay) by the ſupplies of ammunition given the Suba pri- 
vately by the agents of the French at Chandanagore, The thing, however, was 
verified by two of our ſhips, who brought us intelligence, that the French, by 
4h croſſed over 200 cheſts of powder to the Suba's army, lying near Banka 
azar. CHE 


Rajamal ſatisfied with the anſwer from the French Directeur; though no one can 
imagine his intelligence was ſuch, that he was really impoſed on as to the pie- 
tence of repairing the damage they had ſuſtained by lightning ; he manifeſted ſuf- 
ficiently his reſentment and intentions againſt both French and Dutch; but their 
time was not yet come; it was not his buſineſs to have the three nations to encoun- 
ter at once, but to compromiſe, at the preſent, for as much as he could get from 
them; but that the French were, and ſtill are, the next object of his arms, will 
not admit cf doubt, no more than that he would have proceeded immediately 
againſt them, had not his advices from court obliged him to proceed againſt 
Shocut Jung, the Purranea Nabob, as an object more important; for when I was 


twice conducted into his preſence, after the ſurrender of the fort, his firſt queſtion. 


to me-was,. ** Will you all engage to join me againſt the French.“ Adequate 
bas been the conduct of the government to another part of Mahabut Jung's ad- 
vice; for though liberty of trade is granted to the Danes and Pruſſians, yet they are 


prohibited fortifications or garriſons. And in further proof of the reſolutios of 


the government to diveſt the Europeans of their forts and garriſons, and that we 
were the objects of his policy, and not of his reſentment only (from either one 


particular private cauſe or other, that may be tranſmitted you) I may juſtly 


add, the apprehenſions of the French and Dutch themſelves, who, on the firſt ap- 
proach of our troubles, ſent ſtrenuous diſpatches to their Principals at Batavia and 
Pondicherry, for the moſt expeditious ſupplies of men, ammunition, &c. and 1 


doubt not it will be ſoon their turn to regrec tie having fo quietly given us up as a 


facrifice, unleſs the Suba ſhould be vanquiſhed in his preſent expedition againſt 
Shocut Jung. : Pe 


211t, The 2d inſtant (November) a Perwannah arrived to the Dutch, from the 


Suba's camp—demanding them to join him againſt us, with threatnings if they 


refuſed; and the ſame day, a Perwannah reached the French factory, purporting 
that he was informed they were carrying on their fortifications, and if they did 
not immediately deſiſt, he would paſs through the Dutch factory and fett'ement, 
and with their (the Dutch) foldiers deſtroy their fort, and drive them out of the 


country, as he had done the Engliſh ; and the government have already obliged 
bounds. 85 


the French to take dawn their colours erected on the 2 
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20th. Still conſiſtent with the laſt advice of Mahabur Jung, he appeared at 


| 
| 
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22d. I believe, Honourable Sire, it will by this time appear clearly evident to 
you; that the governing principle in the Suba was political, and the real object 
of his proceedings the demolition of your forts and garriſons, as his demands 
always expreſſed; not that I will be hardy enough to aver, he had no concurring 
ſubordinate cauſes, that had a ſpecious colour of reſentment; and this reflection 
leads me to conſider the other two articles of the Mackulka, as their being inſerted 
carry the appearance of complaint, though never before urged by him in any of 
his demands, as tranſmitted us by your ſervants at Coſſimbuzar. 


23d. That the abuſe of Duſticks ſhould be one cauſe of complaint, I am not 
ſurprized at : the face of your conſultations juſt before the diſpatch of your laſt 
year's ſhips, will give you, Honourable Sirs, my ſentiments of the ill uſe made 
of this indulgence to your ſervants; my minutes and motion on this ſubject was, 
after the diſpatch of your ſhips, taken into conſideration, and ſuch remedies and 


checks reſolved on, as were judged might put a ſtop to the abuſe. 


24th. That we ſhould not protect the king's ſubjects, is an article will bear a 
much larger diſcuſſion. This prohibition, in the extent it might have been car- 
ried by the government, whenever they were inclined to obſtruct your buſineſs or 
plunder your merchants, would have rendered your trade moſt precarious; had 
the article been explained fo as to prohibit our giving protection to thoſe who 
were actually ſervants to the government, or others not born in or for a term of 
years ſettled under our colours, it would, I think, have carried nothing unjuſt 
or unreaſonable in itz but that was by no means the real intention of it. The 
article had a latitude in expreſſion, that would include your merchants and inha- 
bitants whenever the Suba or his miniſters were pleaſed to call on them; a call 
they would never fail in, on ſome pretence or other, whenever they had got any 
thing worth taking; ſo that in truth it would have been as impoſſible for us, con- 
ſiſtent with your intereſts, to have ſubſcribed to this article; as to the other, re- 
garding the demolition of your fortifications; and the moſt favourable terms 
intended for us (which I could with the utmoſt diligence learn when at Muxadabad) 
were, that if we had paid an implicit obedience to the Suba's commands, by de- 
livering our-forts, and diſmiſſion of our garriſons, we ſhould then have been per- 
mitted to trade, on paying Armenian duties; admitting a Fowzdaar into your 
ſettlement on the part of the government, and relinquiſhing to them all duties of 
conſulage, revenues, &c.—— Terms ſcandalous and injurious to your honour as 
well as commerce; terms which we could never have ſubmitted to, even if we 
had received no alarm from the {ide of Fra ce, without ſacrificing the rights of 
your Phirmaund, giving up every part of our truſt, and breaking through your 


repeated ſtanding orders for more than 30 years paſt. 


285th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, it will appear to you, that ſubmiſſion could not have 
been paid by us to two articles of the Mackulka, executed by your Chief and Council 
of Cozimbuzar, and that we had many months before guarded againſt (as much 
as in us lay) the complaint laid in the third; if the honours and con ſciences of 


men were to be influenced by checks the moſt binding and folemn ; But it is plain 
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the two articles of complaint were at the laſt inſerted, to give a colouring for en- 
forcing the third and only one (our fortifications) the Suba until then inſiſted 
on, and had really in view. I am ſenſible, no ſmall pains will be taken to throw. 
the riſe of yaur misfortunes here, on every cauſe but the right. Put” 


26th. From the appearance of the Suba's letter to Governor Pigott, your Pre- 
ſident ſeems to be ſolely culpable in drawing on his reſentment, but neither 
juſtice or probability will juſtify the concluſion. Angry he certainly was, at 
the terms of this letter; but had not his reſentment been much deeper founded, 
the terms of this letter, or the error of one of your ſervants, would never of 
itſelf have provoked him, or can vindicate the cruel deſtruction both public and 
private, attending his proceedings, which fell equally heavy, as well on the 
natives, ſubjects of the Mogull, as on yourſelves and us; and the immenſe plun- 
der of Calcutta, we know, was one no ſmall ſubordinate motive (inſtilled into 
him by one or two harpies in confidence about him) for his march againſt us, 
at a time when he was rapaciouſly plundering wherever he could; amaſſing wealth to 
enable him either to buy at Court his confirmation in the Subaſhip, or keep 
ſuch a ſtanding force on foot, as would ſecure it to him, in ſpight of any oppo- 
ſition or orders from thence. ] 


25th. That matters might have been accommodated. with the Suba, for a 
ſum of money, as was effected by the French and Dutch, I am likewiſe ſenſible 
will be ſtrongly alledged againſt us; but by whomſoever it is, 1 will be bound 
to ſay, they are either ignorant of the chain of politicks and circumſtances which 
influenced and led him on, or never reaſoned or thought upon them. The Suba's 
whole conduct oppoſes this allegation, his-miniſters were by our orders ſounded 
on the alternative, and your Chief and Council of Coſſimbuzar adviſed us, that 
he had declared money was not the thing he wanted, but that we ſhould deſiſt 
from our fortifications, and deſtroy our new works, &c, 


 28ch. The protection granted the family of Raagbullob, (of which I have 
already given a faithful account) will, I alſo know, be urged with circumſtances that 
never exiſted, as matter of heavy complaint againitus, though the Suba never 
(that came to our knowledge) made complaint about it. I will not vindicate the 
protection being continued to them until the deceaſe of the old Suba; I have 
already, and I think juſtly condemned it; (but this excepted) I will hope the 
_ © Circumſtances attending and urging it, will be ſufficient to extenuate that part of 
our conduct. | 5 | 


29th. I am informed it has been cruelly aſſ:rted, and publiſhed by the French, that 
the bringing down the Nabob and his army, and the deſertion of the fort, &c. 
had been long a concerted ſcheme of the Preſident and the relt of the Gentlemen 
of Council who went off in the ſhipping, and mention in proof, as a corroborating 
circumſtance, myſelf and the other Gentlemen of Council being left a ſacri- 
fice behind, (who they ſay uſed generally to oppoſe their meaſures) with this 
addition, that they had embarked and carried off with them the greateſt-part of 08 
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wealth of the ſettlement. However little right theſe gentlemen have to expect a vin- 
dication of their conduct from me, yet here common juſtice to mankind forbids my 
ſilence, and urges me to defend them from a charge which I believe from my heart 
to be infamouſly falſe, not only as to the act but the intention; nor would I even, 
repeat a libel ſo ſcandalous and untrue, had I not received information that ſome of 
your own ſervants had forwarded from your ſubordinate (for want of a better) the 
publick narative the French in Bengal ſent to their ſuperiors, of the capture of Foit 
William; in which narrative I hear the above cruel charge has a place in near 
the ſame terms I have recited it, with many other cauſes aſſigned for this mis- 
fortune, equally void of probability or truth. | 


3oth, It will by ſome, I doubt not, be repreſented to you that Omychund was at 
the bottom of all the Suba's councils and procedings againſt us; the part he 
really acted under cover, in this affair, is difficult to diſtinguiſh and point out; 
that he was much chagrined at the little influence he had in the ſettlement for a 
tew years laſt paſt, is moſt certain; in applications to the Durbar, (wherein: he 
uſually was the acting perſon between the Company and the Government) little 
uſe had been made of him, poſſibly more had been better. —Be this as it will, 
it is moſt ſure he had no general weight for theſe four or five: years, beyond what 
his wealth gave him, ſo that his name and reputation became leſſened in the eye 
of the government as well as in Calcutta. Picqued at this, and implacable in his 
reſentment, it is not improbable he worked with ſome inſtruments of the Durbar, 
to embroil us in ſuch a manner as would make his mediation and aſſiſtance 
neceſſary, and thereby regain his credit and influence with both; little imagining 
things would go the length they did; in which it muſt have been moſt evident 
to him, his own large poſſeſſions would be equally the Suba's prey, with yours: 

that he adviſed the diſpatch of Naran Sing, to demand Raagbullob's family, and 

introduced him into the ſectlement, will not I think admit of doubt, no more 
than that he deeply reſented his being turned out of it again. His endeavours 
with Wazeed, to mitigate things, when he really found they were coming to 
extremities, was I believe ſincere enough until his impriſonment by the Preſident, 
ö an act of his power and ſole authority, for which the pretence made uſe of was, 
| in my judgment, by no means ſufficient ; the correſpondence. detected between 
| him and Rajaram Harkarah, (the Suba's head ſpy) which was read in the preſence of 
many of us, contained in our opinions nothing to vindicate it, nor had your 
Preſident even the conſent or approbation of his Council for this ſtep, or that I 
remember, ever required it. On his imprſonment, his head Jemmautdaar Jagge- 
mant Sing ſtabbed himſelf, and ſet fire to his maſter's houſe, and ſome of his 
| women either butchered themſelves, or were butchered by others in the family, 
=. which became a ſcene of much horror and confuſion. It can hardly be doubted 
that Omychund became defperate in his reſentments, and it is probable enough 
| he expedited the march of the Suba's army, then advanced, I think, as far as 
| Banka Bazar; and it is likewiſe probable, that he then ſent him the real ſtate of the 
the fort and garriſon, and afterwards might (as has been generally ſuſpected) from 
time to time have given him intelligence; but this is all conjecture; we only 
know, that his Jemmautdaar juſt now mentioned, ſurviving the wounds _ 
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had given himſelf, was put upon his horſe and joined the Suba, whom. he in- 
formed of the tranſaction relating to his maſter's impriſonment, and when the 
enemy was repulſed at Baagbazar, he led the van of the army to the eaſtward, 
and directed them to the avenues by which they entered the next day. 


3iſt. From others, Ibelleve you will be told, that the diſmiſſion of your Dadney 
Merchants was one cauſe of our misfortunes, ariſing from their endeavours at the 
Durbar, to embroil your affairs at the Arungs, as conducted by your own Goma- 
ſtahs, hoping thereby to get the Dadney reaſſumed, and themſelves reinſtated; 
nay ſome, I have been informed, have been hardy enough to urge and aſſert that 
the large increaſe of your revenues Zemindary was another very principal cauſe, 
which drew the Suba's attention on the ſettlement, though themſelves, your Pre- 


ſſident and Council, and I believe the greateſt part of the Suba Daary as well as 
my Honourable Maſters, know the credits of that branch was only increaſed with- 


out any-innovations made in the branch itſelf; but to its loſs and diſadvantage. 


Many more cauſes and reaſons equally ſubſtantial will, I doubt not, be aſſigned and 
tranſmitted to you by ſuch buſy and very ſhort-ſighted politicians as theſe ſtrangers _ 
to real ones, they think they ſhall not appear of any importance, unleſs they aſſign 

| ſome, no matter how incongruous; but you will have now materials enough be- 


fore you to form your own judgments. I think my conclufion on every cauſe that 
can be alledged for the extraordinary and unprecedented conduct of the Suba, 
have facts and probability. to ſupport them; to you, Honourable Sirs, I humbly 
ſubmit them, with this one concluſion more, that your ſituation in theſe provinces 
on a re-eſtabliſhment will be ſuch as to admit of only two alternatives; that you 


muſt in future, either keep ſuch a fortification and garriſon, as will at all times 
be ſufficient to force your trade againſt the oppoſition and extortion of the Go- 


vernment; or reduce your commerce to the footing of the Pruffians and Danes, 


Kc. without forts and garriſons at all, and on payment of the loweſt duties that 


can be ſtipulated.— The immunities and privileges granted you in your Phir- 
maunds, you find now are of no validity without a military expence (more, I fear, 


than equivalent) to put them in force; but on this ſubject it will be my duty, to give 


you my ſentiments on another occaſion more at large, whilſt at preſent, I reſume 
the thread of my narrative broke off at the ſurrender of your fort and factory of 


Coſſimbuzar; the eaſy capture of which, concurring with his intentions beyond 


his expectations, not only gave the finiſhing ſtroke to his reſolves, but expedited 
and facilitated his march to Calcutta; which leads me to a conſideration of the im- 
mediate cauſes of its ſudden reduction, moſt needful to be known to my Honour- 
able Maſters; the rocks and quick-ſands on which we have unhappily ſtruck ang 
ſplit, being fairly and candidly laid down, may prevent a ſecond wreck of your 
eſtate and trade. | | 1 e | 
32d. Theſe cauſes I will. beg leave to inveſtigate under three general heads: 
The ſtate of our fortifications and garriſons: The ſtate of our ammunition, guns 
and military ſtores; and the ſeveral errors and miſcarriages atiſing from a defi- 
ciency (or rather a total want) of military knowledge or order. 


N 33d. To 


S 


3 zd. To the firſt article of my firſt general head, it will not become me to add 
much more than I fer forth in my letter before you of the 15th July, addreſſed 
from Muxadabad to your other two preſidencies of Bombay and Fort St. George. 
The nature and extent of the power given to the Committee of Fortifications, 
Meſſrs. Drake, Watts, Scot and Manningham, we have ever been kept ſtrangers 
to; but I will venture to conclude, that had the money which was expended on 
the redoubt, drawbridge, &c. erected at Baagbuzar, and that which was medi- 
rated to be ſpent on the circuit of the ditch beyond our bounds, as alſo that which 
was diſburſed on the batteries, &c. raiſed on the Suba's approach, been timely appro- 
priated to the demolition of the houſes round us, to have given a proper eſplanade 
to the northward, eaſtward, and ſouthward of your fort, the ſinking a ditch round it 
well paliſaded, it had been employed to a more important ufe and purpoſe, and have 
been a ſufficient diſcouragement to the government to have prevented any projet 
or hopes of attacking of it, with any probability of ſucceſs. —I am ſenſible it will 
be urged, the government would have never ſuffered theſe meaſures; a reaſoning 
ex polt facto will not invalidate my concluſion ; for had it been thought of, or car- 
ried into execution, at the commencement of the old Suba's fickneſs, when every 
thing at the Durbar was in confuſion, and both parties there employed on their 
own ſchemes and deſigns, the work might have been effected without let or hin- 
drance; a Perwannah might poſſibly have reached us, to prohibit our proceeding, 
but no troops could have been ſent againſt us, whilſt the attentions of ihe claſhing 
Intereſts at the Suba's court were taken up in ſecuring each their own ſafety on 
his demiſe. What might have been done during that favourable interval is ſuf- 
ficiently evident, from the almoſt inconceivable uſeleſs works which we accom- 
pliſhed during the ſpace of a few days only; and the ſame plea which your preſi- 
dent urged in his letter to the Suba, ſubliſted equally at the beginning of the old 
Suba's ſickneſs, when we had reaſon enough to be alarmed by the approach of a war 
with France. The ruinous ſtate of the line to the weſtward of the fort, had been a re- 
proach to your ſettlement, and to every thing bearing the name of fortifications for 
more than two years, and was in juſt and ſtrong (I will not ſay in very decent) terms 
_ repreſented in a letter to the Board, by Mr. Jaſper Leigh Jones the Captain of 
your train, I think in April or May 1755, but no ſteps taken to repair it until 
we had reaſon hourly to expect the enemy at our doors. The whole eaſterly cur- 
tain had been for many years in ſo ruinous a condition as not to bear a gun; one we 
fired from it,” athree or four pounder, as I remember, which made its way through 
the terrace; through this curtain from the principal gate to the north-eaſt baſtion, 
were ſtruck out five or ſix large windows, ſo many breaches made for the enemy, 
in a quarter too where we were moſt liable to be attacked; and to ſum up the 
whole, the new Goodowns to the fouthward, had rendered your two ſoutherly 
baſtions uſeleſs to each other, and to the whole ſoutherly face of the fort, which 
could not be flanked by a ſingle gun from either baſtion: From a conſideration 
of theſe circumſtances, joined to the incumbrance of the church and houſes round 
us, and the other wants and diſadvantages mentioned in my letter of the 17th July, 
it is ſelf- evident, the place could not have held out an hour againſt a European 


enemy, * | Ego» 
- 34th, The 


= 


34th. The ſtate of your garriſon comes next under view; a ſubject on which 1 
could wiſh my duty to your ſervice would permit my ſilence, as truths diſagree- 
able to me in the recital, and very unpleaſing to you to hear, mult ariſe from the 


ſmalleſt ſcrutiny made in it. Ir is moſt irkſome to a benevolent mind, to rehearſe 


the faults which may be juſtly charged. even againſt the living, much more ſo 
againſt the dead, become ſo in a great meaſure by their owa errors, and want of 


| knowledge in the duties of their profeſſion ; but the choice and appointment of 


commanding officers in your garriſon, is now become ſo important a conſideration 
to the well being of your ſervice, that none who would have any claim to your 
favour, or would be deemed faithful to the truſt you have repoſed in them, can 
be vindicated in concealing the truth from you. Pye. | | 


- 35th. Your five commanding officers were Commandant Minchin, Captain's Clay- 
ton, Buchanan, Witherington and Grant; each of theſe gentlemen (Captain Clayton 
excepted) had ſeen ſervice, either in Europe or on the Cormandal coaſt: Touching 
the military capacity of our Commandant, I am a ſtranger, I can only ſay, that we 
were unhappy in his keeping it to himſelf, if he had any; as neither I, nor I believe 

any body elſe, was witneſs to any part of his conduct, that ſpoke or bore the appear- 
ance of his being the commanding military officer in the garriſon. Whether this pro- 
ceeded from himſelf, or his not being properly ſupported in his rank, I cannot 
ſay; but ſuch, I have heard, has been his allegation and plea for his ſupine remiſſ- 
neſs, at a juncture which required the exertion of every quality he could have been 
maſter of. Your Preſident, I remember, ſpoke to me more than once with much 
uneaſineſs, at the beginning of our troubles, on the indolence of the Commandant, 
and ſeemed to think of breaking him; had this meaſure been carried into execu- 
tion, it had been better for the ſervice, and I think, for that gentleman too; th 
diſgrace would have been leſs, I believe, in the opinion of all mankind, than that 
which falls on him by his quitting the fort and garriſon in the manner he did, 
whilſt he bore the character of commanding officer in it; but the miſchief Was, 
we could not have ſtopped here: the next gentleman in command to him had never 
ſeen any ſervice, and I am ſorry to ſay, demonſtrated his wagt of the moſt efſen- 
tial requiſites of a ſoldier. Had both theſe gentlemen been ſet aide, and the next 
in command preferred to the commandantſhip, it would hade promiſed a happier 
iſſue for them and us, and moſt aſſuredly, this was not a time ti have regarded forms 
or ceremony. Remiſſneſs, or a deficiency of military knowledge in commanders, 
when coming to action, are equally fatal in their conſequences, and are ever the 
parents of neglects, confuſion and diſorders; and troops, I believe, are hardly 

ever known to do their duty, unleſs where they have an opinion of, as well as love 
for their commanders. That neither was the caſe, with regard to the two gentle- 
men above-mentioned, I believe the whole ſettlement can witneſs with me, and 
they were in no higher degree of eſteem with their ſubalterns than with their ſol- 
diers. The preferring captain Buchanan, who was next in command to them, 
would have obviated all the diſadvantages we labour under in this particular; a 
| gentleman whoſe character as a man, and a'foldier, deſerved, a better fate than 
the unhappy one which befel him, by the errors and miſconduct of others: the 


Vacant companies would have been filled 


3 3 
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up with thoſe, we had good reaſon to 
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think (and who indeed proved themſelves) brave officers.— The next in com- 
mand to Captain Buchanan, in the battalion, would then have been Captain Grant; 
a gentleman who had, during his ftay in the garriſon, remarkably exerted himſelf 
in every duty which could have been expected from him, and demonſtrated no want 
of either ſpirit or military ſkill, but much the contrary. The Captain of your train, 
was a laborious, active officer, but confuſed; and would, I believe, have had 
few objections to his character, diligence or conduct, had he been fortunate in 
having any commander in chief to have had a proper eye over him, and taken 
care that he did his duty. Here we had a fatal inſtance of a remiſſneſs in command, 
for that we had neither a ſufficiency of ammunition, &c. nor that good, was 
doubtleſs as much the fault of thoſe above him, (whoſe duty it was to have in- 
ſpected his conduct) as his; but as this pror gentleman fell a ſacrifice, as well to 
his own, as to the errors of others, they ſhould be touched as lightly as poſſible. 


- 26th. Thus, Honcurable Sirs, I have given you as faithful a picture of the 
commanders of your five companies as I can draw, or as I hope can be drawn by any 
body elſe: three of them, my - wretched companions in the Black hole, periſhed 
there, as did alſo all your brave ſubalterns, (Enſigus Walcot and Carſtairs excepted) 
where I will leave them, and proceed to conſider your troops in garriſon ; conſiſt- 
ing as al:eady mentioned in my letter of the 17th July, by the muſter-rolls laid 
before us, about the 6th or 8th of June, of 145 in battalion, and 45 of the train, 
officers included, and in both, only 60 Europeans. We were taught to believe, 
+ there were at all your ſubordinates, at leaſt 200 men, the beſt of our garriſon, viz. 
at Coſſimbuzar 100, at Dacca about 4o, at Luckypore 3o, and at Ballaſore about 
the ſame number; but it is certain the numbers there barely exceeded one hundred: 
Whether two hundred ought to have been there, I am not maſter enough of the 
ſubj ct to declare; ſo am obliged here to refer to your Preſident, for your further 
ſatisfaction; Who (or in his abſence your ſecond) had always the inſpection of the 
rolls, and muſtering the men. Of theſe handful of troops in garriſon, there were 
not five that had ever, I believe, ſeen a muſket fired in anger. Had the militia of 
the place been (agreeable to your orders per Godolphin, anno 1751) regularly 
trained to arms, they might at this juncture have been a moſt ſeaſonable ſupply ; 
but this efſential regulation, I am ſorry to ſay, was totally neglected, ſo that when 
we came to action, there were hardly any amongſt the Armenians and Portugueſe 
inhabitants, and but few amongſt the European milicia, who knew the right from 
the wrong end of their pieces. From the militia, about 65, chiefly Europeans, 
entered volunteers in the battalion, (moſt of them your own covenanted ſervants) 
in whoſe juſt praiſe, I can hardly ſay enough. They ſuſtained every hardſhip of 
duty, greatly beyond the military themſelves; their addreſs in the uſe of their 
arms was aſtoniſhing, the ſhort time there was to train them conſidered ; and 
though their bravery may have been equalled, I am ſure it has not been exceeded, 
by any ſet of men whatever. A conſiderable body of theſe, were on the Saturday 
morning relieved from duty, and were gone on board the ſhips to depoſit their 
apers, cr on other occaſions relative to their private affairs; as were likewiſe on 
th like call, many of the militia, with four of their officers, to wit, the reverend Mr. 
Mapletoft Captain-lieutenant, Captain Henry Wedderburn, Lieutenant of the firſt 
| 6. e | company 
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company, and Enſigns Sumner, and Charles Douglas, all of them gentlemen: 
who had failed in no part of duty, either as officers or ſoldiers, in the defence 
of the place; ſo that there is no reaſon to doubt the veracity of their own aſſer= 
tions, in which they are joined by the volunteers: * That they had no intention, 
<< but to return to the defence of the place, until they ſaw your Preſident, Com- 
„ mandant Minchin, Captain Grant and Mr. Macket, quit it (Meſſrs. Manning-- 


„ham and Frankland having quitted it before) and a general retreat rumoured :* 


and indeed, immediately after, all means of returning were cut off from them, by 
the _ down of every ſhip, veſſel and boat. Thus, Honourable Sirs, you ſee 


our garrilon ſmall as it was, reduced and weakened, both in its ſtrength, officers. 


and councils, in a very important degree, to the 3 thoſe who ſtayed, 
and encouragement of the enemy; and when it is conſidered, thoſe remaining, 


including officers, volunteers, ſoldiers and militia, did not exceed one hundred 


and ſeventy men; and that of thoſe there were twenty-five killed, and about 


ſeventy wounded, before noon the 20th, and the whole exhauſted of their ſtrength, 


by continual duty and action, and our people of the train reduced to fourteen 


only; it would not J hope, been wondered at, had we ſurrendered your fort with- 


out parley or capitulation, though it is certain we ſhould not have ſurrendered 
ourſelves, had not our own people forced the weſtern gate during the parley; 


for having no dependance on the clemency of the enemy we had to deal with,. we 


had meditated, in caſe the St. George with lier boats failed us, the forcing a re- 


treat that night, through the ſoutherly: barrier by the river-fide, and have marched: 


until we came under cover of the ſhips, then lying below Surman's gardens ; 


imagining the enemy would be too much employed on the plunder of the fort, 


to have moleſted us greatly in our retreat. 


37th. On'the ſecond general head I'ſhall have little to ſay. That we had not 
powder ſufficient, and that we had, not good; that we had hardly any ſhells 


fltted, or fuzes fitted to them; that there was hardly a carriage that would bear 


a gun; that the go fine cannon you ſent out three years ago, 18 and 24 pounders, 


lay neglected under your walls; and that we were dehetent in almoſt every kind 


of military ſtores, are all truths, will not admit of any diſpute; but who is 0 


properly accountable for theſe defects, or under whole immediate care or inſpec- 
tion they were, or ought to have been, mult, Honourable Sirs, be determined by. 
yourſelves. | % 


38th. I am come now to my third and laſt general head, Our own errors; a 


ſubject, I am ſorry to declare, too fruitful of matter, though bearing great exte- 


nuation, when it is conſidered, we had in truth no military head to guide us; 


and that I may be as little tedious as poſfible, I will wave the rehearſal of: our 


ſmaller errors, and keep to thoſe more capital ones, Which variouſly, in my: 
judgment, contributed to the Joſs of your ſettlement, and were the cauſes of em- 
barraſſing and preventing our general retreat, with the public and private effects 
depoſited in your fort; and ſnall recite theſe in order of time as they happened, 


that if due heed be paid to them, the like misfortune may be avoided in future. 


* * 


* 


19 . 39th. Our: 


a 


161 


- 39th, Our firſt capital error was, the neglecting taking poſſeſſion of Tanner's 
Fort, on our proviſions being prohibited the ſettlement, and when there was 
no force or troops there to have oppoled us; this meaſure in our firſt council of 
war, I moved and urged, with every argument in my power, ſhould be done with 
25 or 30. men, and a party of Buxerries, and that a battery of ſix guns ſhould 
be immediately erected there towards the northward or land- ſide. In this mo- 
tion I was ſtrongly ſeconded by Monl. la Beaumes, and I think Captain Grant 
only, and conſequently it was over-ruled. The utility I thought evident; it 
would have ſecured proviſions from the other fide of the river, or the Suba muſt 
have divided his force; it would have ſecured the retreat of the ſhipping ; it 
might have been a retreat- to ourſelves, or if at laſt drove from it, we had it 
ſtil] in our power to deſtroy it, in ſuch a manner as to have rendered it uſeleſs, 
and prevented its proving a troubleſome thorn in our ſides, which it may poſ- 
-{ibly yet be, if ever we advance again to retake your ſettlement, as our ſhips muſt 
paſs. within almoſt piſtol-ſhot of it. The Gentlemen ſaw the utility of this mea- 
jure too late, our ſhips were ſent down. to attempt the poſſeſſion of it; a great 
deal of ammunition was fruitleſsly thrown- away - againſt it; our ſhips received 
much damage, and were obliged to make an inglorious retreat, to the no ſmall 
encouragement. of the enemy and our diſgrace: and to ſum up all the misfor- 
tunes attending this error, our ſhips in their flight, with that part of the colony 
who left the fort, were, from the fire they were obliged to ſuſtain from this fort, 
and the little order obſerved- amongſt themſelves, thrown into ſuch confuſion 
that ſeveral ran a- ſhore, and ſame, the richeſt in the fleet, fell into the enemy's 
hands, and were plundered.  _. 22 . 


goth. Our ſecond capital error, with our ſmall and untrained garriſon, was, I 
conceive, raiſing the three advanced poſts and batteries to the northward, eaſt- 
ward, and ſouthward,” and the jail, which anſwered. no purpoſe, but exhauſt- 
ing, harraſſing, and deftroying the few people we had. If we, in place of this 
meaſure, had kept our force more united, withdrawn Picard and his party from 
Baagbazar, and taken poſſeſſion with our muſquetry of the church, the Com- 
pany's, Meſſrs. Cruttenden's, Eyres's, and Omychund's houſes, the enemy coul 
not have approached us Without infinite loſs, and with hardly any probability 
of ſucceſs, From theſe poſts, cloſe under the cover of our guns, our troops could 
hardly have been attacked, much leſs been diſlodged, as we had ſufficient proofs 
afterwards when the out-poſts were withdrawn; or if there had appeared a ne- 
ceſſity of abandoning them, their retreat to the fort was ſecure; conſiderably 
leſs than half the troops ſtationed at the out poſts would have been ſufficient for 
this ſervice, and this important conſequence had followed, a regular relief for 
duty, of which we had none, as things were unhappily conducted, nor would 
that infinite confuſion and diſorder in the fort have enſued, which did on with- 
drawing theſe batteries; the fort had been in a manner left defenceleſs for the 
ſupport of them, and little benefited by the return of troops, fatigued and hard- 
ly able to ſtand. Lou have, Honourable Sits, an exact plan of your ſettle- 
ment, and of every houſe in it, on inſpection of which, you will, at one view, 
ſet the inutility of theſe three principal out- poſts. That to the northward was 
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erected to defend the paſs: between the corner of Mr. Griffith's houſe and the 
river-ſide, a precaution totally uſeleſs, as you will find Mr. Griffith's houſe, 
your ſaltpetre Godowns, and the-whole, ſtreet were commanded; by; the guns on 
the north-eaſt baſtion, -within leſs than muſket-ſhor of your fort. That to the 
eaſt-ward, at the Court houſe, you will find commanded by the battery over 
the eaſtern gate, and from the old and ne ſouth-eaſt baſtions within muſket-ſhot. 
That to the ſouthward was not indeed commanded by any gun from the for-, 
but field- pieces advanced a few paces without your eaſtern gate, would not only 
have commanded that, but the other two principal avenues to the fort, if the 
battery on the gate, and the north eaſt baſtion had not been deemed a ſufficient 
defence againſt the approach of the enemy; and had they advanced by the dite 
to the ſouthward of the burying- ground, and up the avenue between that and 
my houſe, or penetrated through the burying - ground, we ſtill had nothing to ap- 
prehend from them, as the whole ſquare between the ſoutherly face of the fort 
and the hoſpital, and gate of the burying- ground, was commanded not only by 
the new. ſouth-eaſt baſtion, but by ſeven four pounders on the new Godownus, 
and our ſmall arms from thence and the. Company's houſe. Had the diſpoſition 1 
have mentioned been made, and the walls of the Lot Baag and thoſe oppoſite 
the Company's houſe been levelled, it is more than probable the Suha at laſt 
would have been obliged to retreat with his army; for it is plain he had none 
with him capable of erecting any battery that could have hurt us, (that which 
did us moſt damage being our own 18 pounders turned againſt us from the Court- 
houſe) and with their ſmall arms, there was hardly a poſſibility of approaching 
near enough to have affected us. My concluſion,” Honourable: Sirs, are on 
this head, the reſult of reaſon, and a ſate fatal experience, and not of art, for 
I am no ſoldier; but cannot help thinking ſuch would have been the ſalutary diſ- 
poſition, had we been happy enough to have had a ſoldier at the head, or a 
chief commanding officer in any degree ſkilled in the art of defence; but, in 
place of it, lines were formed, which required ten times the number of men to 
defend: lucky we were in having an enemy who had as little {kill and addreſs 
in the attack, as we in the defence, and much leſs ręſolution, or on the night 
of the 16th or 15th, they might have entered at fouf different poſts, and cut off 
the retreat to the fort of each of the five advanced batteries (including Baagba- 
zar and the ail) for not a gun could have been fired to r their retreat, but muſt 
have been equally levelled at our own troops as at. the enemy. In the ayenues 
between Meſſrs. Coale's and Omychund's houſes we ſunk a, diteh and threw up 
a bank within, which poſt, for want of people, was truſted to the guard of 
four pykes only, The importance of this poſt will appear in a moment, (from 
the plan of your ſettlement before you) through which the enemy might have 
. thrown ten thouſand men into the very center of our lines, before, or as ſoon as 
we could have known any thing of the matter. In the avenue north of the 
Court-houſe Tank or pond was another ditch ſunk; Which, from the ſame 
| cauſe, was little better defended than the former. From the ſouth-eaſt angle of 
the park, to the corner of Mr Laſcell's houſe, Wwas à third, defended by a2 
corporal and ſix men. The fourth was at the entrance into the ſquare of the 


Leſſer Tank, Mr. Putham's houſe, and defended by a. detachment 1 1 
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ſouth advanced battery ; at neither of theſe four intermediate poſts were planted 
a ſingle cannon, and might have been forced in the night, without the loſs of 
ten men to the enemy, and the neglect of it coſt them ſome thoufands. I am 
the more particular on this ſubject, in proof of the error I have here cenſured, 
becauſe, from the plan before you, you will be convinced, from the ſituation of 
thoſe poſts, that the forcing any one of them in the night, would have intercept- 
ed the retreat to the fort of the troops ſtationed at all the advanced batterics, 
and cauſed the immediate ſurrender of the fort; and points out, not only the 
danger and inutility of theſe batteries, but the impropriety of forming an extent 
of line we had not men to defend. And to compleat our blunders in engineer- 
ing, a trench was ſunk through your park, from North to South, within little 
more than half muſker-ſhot of your baſtions, the earth of which proved (after 
the advanced batteries were withdrawn) a ſecure breaſt-work to the enemy, and 
from whence they did us the greateſt injury with their ſmall arms. We were, 
it is plain, engineers in theory only, with the additional misfortune, that thoſe 
in ſuperior command either had no judgment in the direction, or did not chuſe 
to ſhow it, whilſt others who had probably better, could not with propriety 
interfere ; to which I may add, we had neither time for projection or execution; 
a ſtil! further proof we ſhould have remained fatisfied in occupying the houſes 
round us, and truſted to our fort only. m. . 


Aiſt. A third error, and which I eſteem a capital one, was the neglecting to 
attack the rear of that body of troops whieh ſupported the enemy's 12 pounder, 
in the attack of the jail the 18th. This body conſiſted of good choſen men 
and officers. The troops that defended this poſt ſuſtained the: enemy's: attack 
for ſome time in the open road, before the jail, with two field- pieces and their 
ſmall arms; but being entirely open to the enemy, and having ſome killed and 
ſeveral wounded, they were obliged at laſt to retreat under cover into the jail 
with their field-pieces, having before prepared two embrazures for them in 
the wall, which commanded the avenue through which the enemy was advan- 
cing, and the poſt was obſtinately and gallantly defended for a great while, un- 
der the command of Monſ. la Beaume and Enſign Caſtaits. During the attack | 
of this poſt, and juſt after the troops retreated into the jail, we projected at the 
center advanced battery, che attacking the enemy in the rear, with 25 or 30 men 
and two field- pieces, to be marched from the North battery, whilſt we advanced 
two more from our poſt, with all our infantry and militia, and joined the troops 
at the jail to make one general ſally and attack on them in front, whilſt the 
detachment from the northward fell on the rear by order of Captain Clayton, 
who commanded at the center advanced battery. I wrote ſtrenuouſly to the Pie- 
ſident, to let him know our intentions, and requeſt he would inſtantly order 
the detachment, with a couple of field- pieces, to advance into the middle road on 
the enemy's rear; to which we received anſwer, ** That it was impoſſible, there 
were not men to ſend.” The error 1 cenſure on this incident, is the not ſut- 
ficiently conſidering the importance of it, and the troops that might have been 
without danger or inconvenience detached on this ſervice, had the North advanced 
battery been diveſted entirely of the muſketry ſtationed there, and with the volun- 
| | | teers 


teers ſent out, the poſt. would have run no riſque, whilſt: there remained only a 
ſingle officer, and people of the train ſufficient to attend the battery; or on the 

march of the detaehment, (if it had been judged neceſſary) that battery might 
have been reinforced with a detachment of the militia from the fort, as ours at the 
center battery had been the 17th at night, under Enſign Charles Douglas, when 
Captain Clayton was ordered on a piquet of 50 men, to ſecure the retreat of 
Lieutenant Blagg, and the troops from Baagbazar; or ſome people might have 
been draughted off from the ſouth advanced battery, which had not once been 
(or was likely to be) attacked: the mi: fortune of this neglect will beſt appear 
from the almoſt certain conſequences which would have attended the carrying it 
into execution. There was no impediment that could have obſtructed the de- 
tachment arriving directly cloſe on the back of the enemy, who would have been 
between two fires, without hardly a poſſibility of a tithe of the whole hody eſcaping 
a repulſe and ſlaughter, which, I am convinced, would have ſtruck ſuch a panick 
into the enemy, as, in all human probability, had obliged the Suba to have re- 
treated, and dropt his deſigns againſt us. Touching this error, I am far from 
blaming the Preſident; I only regret his misfortune of having no commanding 
military officer near him, who could have ſeen at firſt fight, and convinced him 

of the important uſe this ſally would have been to the ſervicſe. © 


ad. The abandoning the center advanced battery, at the Court-houſe, has by 
ſome been aſſerted as the cauſe of the loſs of the fort, and conſequently comes under 
the head of our errors, and requires conſideration in the fourth place; the more 
ſo as I am convinced much ſtreſs will be laid on this cauſe, by thoſe who are to- 
rally ſtrangers: to the ſituation of things at that battery, or the reaſons which 
made it needful to abandon it. This poſt was commanded by Captain Clay- 
ton as eldeſt Captain (next to the Commandant) myſelf as Captain of the firſt 
company of militia, was ſtationed under him. At this battery, with a detach- 
ment of the militia, we had on the whole, including officers, battalion volun- 
teers, militia, and train, about 9o men and 13 Buxerries, two ſix pounders 
mounted on the battery, two field - pieces, and two 18 pounders.——From the. 
moſt ſuperficial view of this poſt, it was evident, to an capacity, that the 
enemy would never venture to make an open attack againſt it ; our muſketry, for 
this reaſon, became uſeleſs at the battery; the manifeſt and anly ſervice that could 
be made of them, was ſtationing them in the houſes» round us which commanded 
the battery, and the leſſer avenues leading to it; but this ver important ſtep 
not ſeeming to be attended to by Captain Clayton, myſelf,” and Captain Henry 
Wedderburn my Lieutenant, took the liberty to repreſent to him, the utility and 
abſolute neceſſity of this meaſure. Piqued, I fear, that a thing ſo obvious did not 
occur to himſelf, he replied, there were not men enough; he would not weaken 
his poſt; though this moſt certainly was the only means of (trengthening it. As 
often as we urged it, he perſiſted in his error; the conſequence was natural; the 
enemy benefited by our neglect, took poſſeſſion of every houſe round us, and 
of the play-houſe alſo, after the jail was abandoned in the afternoon,” and from 
thence by half paſt four in the afternoon, were breaking out ſeveral loop-holes bear- 
ing on our battery, About this time the enemy had forced the * wh Mr. 
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Putham's houſe, and had got in multitudes within our lines; they had obliged the 
detachment from Captain Buchanan's poſt, under Lieutenant Blagg, to retreat 
to the South battery. They had alſo obliged the guard by Mr. Laſſell's houfe, 


(which we from our poſt had reinforced with two Serjeants and 20 men) to re- 


tire, and were ſeemingly advancing to attack our poſt in flank, through the Lell 
Baag, and intercept our retreat ; but having brought one of the 18 Pounders to 
bear upon them, and ſweep the whole eaſterly ſide of the leſſer great Tank, we 


ſtopped their career with much ſlaughter ; the fort at the ſame time keeping a a 


warm fire upon them from the baſtions. Thus circumſtanced, Captain Clayton 
ordered me (I think about five in the afternoon) to go down to the fort, and 
repreſent the ſtate of the battery, and receive orders, whether the poſt ſhould 
be withdrawn or maintained. The orders were to withdraw it immediately, 
and fpike up the cannon we could not bring off. I returned with theſe orders, 
and, to my aſtoniſhment, found the two 18 pounders, and one of the fix poun- 
ders on the battery ſpiked up, and the poſt in fuch confuſion as bars all de- 


. 


ſcription. There was nothing could have prevented our bringing off the can · 


non, and making the moſt regular and ſoldier-like retreat, had we been com- 
manded by an officer of reſolution and judgment; but as it was, our retreat 
had more the appearance of a confuſed rout, bringing off only one field-piece, 

and the cannon ſpiked with ſo little art, that they were eaſily drilled and turned 
againſt us. The orders for withdrawing this poſt, circumſtanced as it then was, 
carried the utmoſt propriety with it (the enemy having then made lodgments in 
the theatre and houſes cloſe round us) for though with our cannon and cohorn 


ſhells advanced without the battery, we diſlodged the enemy from two of the 


houſes, to wit, Mr. Bourchier's, and that formerly belonging to Mr. Twiſs; 
yet, in an hour more, not a man could have appeared on the battery, or ſtirred 
in or out of the Court-houſe, without being a dead-mark to the enemy; to ſay 
nothing to our people having been needleſsly fatigued and harraſſed; to fuch a de- 
gree, that I believe, in two hours more, not a man of us would have had ſtrength 


enough to have walked to the fort. On the orders being iſſued for abandoning 


our poſt, precipitate orders were ſent to Captain Buchanan, and Captain: lieute- 
nant Smith, immediately to withdraw from the other two advanced batteries, and 
ſpike up their cannon. The reaſon pleaded and urged in defence of this haſty 
ſtep, was the abſolute neceſſity of doing it as ſoon as the center battery was with- 
drawn. To this I am obliged to object, as a reaſon very inſufficient: if any rea- 


ſons at all ſubſiſted, for their being erected and maintained prior to the with- 


drawing the center battery, they ſubſiſted as much, if not more, afterwards; at 
leaſt, there was no cauſe in nature for the order for ſpiking up the cannon. The 
South advanced battery had never been attacked, the northerly had, in the morn- 
ing, and repulſed the enemy; the only circumſtance to be apprehended, was the 
retreat of the troops being cut off, which was eaſily guarded againſt, as we 
knew the enemy was within our lines. A reſerve battery had been thrown ur 
croſs the principal ſouth avenue, juſt oppoſite to the Company's houſe, and clofe 
under the cover of the guns from the two ſoutherly baſtions, with intention 
that Captain Buchanan's command ſhould retire to it with its cannon, in caſe he 
was obliged to retire from the advanced battery at the bridge; but this was never 
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thought of, At this reſerve battery they could not be attacked, without infi- 
nite, loſs to the enemy; nor flanked from the entrenchment cut through the park 
or Lott Baag, which, in its whole length, was ſcoured by our ſmall arms from 
the church; that and Mr. Eyre's houſe being taken poſſeſſion of on abandoning 
the center battery, which likewiſe ſecured the retreat of Captain-lieutenant Smith's 
command; ſo that there could be no reaſon of quitting either of theſe poſts in 
the precipitate manner they did, which was the cauſe of infinite confuſion amongſt - 
ourſelves, and of no ſmall encouragement. to the enemy, and proves a ſupport _ 
to the cenſure I think I have juſtly paſſed on our ſecond. capital error, that it 
had been a happy incident if theſe; outpoſts had never been thought of. I muſt 
not quit this ſubject, without doing particular juſtice to Lieutenant Blagg and 
10 of our volunteers, (eight of them your covenanted ſervants) viz, Mefirs. Law, 
Ellis, Tooke, N. Drake, Charles Smith, Wilkinſon, Dodd, Knapton, Wil- 
liam Parker, and Macpherſon ; theſe Gentlemen were de'ached from Captain 
Buchanan's poſt, to. ſuſtaia a Serjeant and 16 men poſted in Mr. Goddard's 
houſe, to defend the poſt at Mr. Putham's, and threw themſelves into Captain 
Minchin's houſe, from the top of which they made a great ſlaughter of the ene- 
my; and when that poſt was forced, the Serjeant_ and his men made a preci- 
Pitate retreat to the battery, without once thinking of the Gentlemen poſted at 
Captain Minchin's, where theſe had a long and bloody conflict with a number 
of the enemy, molt unequal, and at laſt forced a retreat, glorious to themſelves, 
but with the loſs of two of their ſmall detachment, viz. Meflirs. Smith and 
Wilkinſon, who by miſtake was ſeparated from the; body ; the firſt refuſed quar- 
ter, and killed five of the enemy before he fell; the other called for quarter, but 


was denied it, and cut to pieces. 
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43d. I have now brought you, Honourable Sirs, to the fifth and laſt a& of 
our trajedy of errors, which brought on as fatal and melancholy a cataſtrophe, I 
believe, as ever the annals, of any people, or colony of people, ſuffered ſince 
the days of Adam; to wit, the Governor, Meſſrs. Manningham, Frankland, 
Macket, the principal officers, and a conſiderable part of the colony, abandoning 
your fort, effects and garriſon, with the ſhips and veſſels, whereby the retreat of 
thoſe who remained were to all intents and purpoſes cut off, to the number of 
about 170 perſons, and left a ſacrifice to an exaſperated and mercileſs enemy; 
amongſt thoſe four of your council, a great number of your principal and valu- 
able covenanted ſervants, three military Captains, ſeveral Commanders of ſhips, 
eight or nine commiſſioned officers, many of the principal inhabitants, and others. 
Our proceedings in this diſtreſsful ſituation, I have in few words ſummed up in 
ny letter of the 17th July from the capital of the province, which I beg leave ta 
repeat here, left that letter by any accident ſhould not have reached you. Mr. 
Pearkes waving his right of ſeniority, he, and the gentlemen of council, with 
the unanimous approval of the gentlemen in the Tervice, the garriſon and inhabitants 
elected me their Governor and Adminiſtrator of your affairs during the troubles, and 
ſuſpended your Preſident, and Meſſrs. Manninghamz: Frankland, and Macket, 
From your, ſervice, for their breach 8 truſt; as alſo the military officers who 
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accompanied them.” In my letter above referred to, I indiſcriminately 
blamed the whole who had left us, in which I may well be excuſed, for T 
had it not then in my power to make the juſt diſtinctions and exceptions I have 
here already done; for, in truth, it can be incumbent only on your governor, 
and commander in chief, and the gentlemen of council, and the officers who accom- 
panied him in this defection, to vindicate, if poſſible, this piece of conduct; 
nor can it be wondered at, that thoſe neither in truſt nor command, ſhould quit 
a cauſe, where thoſe who bore the higheſt dictinctions in both, deſerted it: That 
the fort was not tenable, is a truth cannot be contradicted, any more than 
that a general retreat, with all its effects public and private, might, with 
eaſe, have been effected, had thoſe on whom it teſted done their duty. When 
I mention a general retreat, I would be underſtood to mean no more than the 
European inhabitants, the and their families; as for the multitudes of 
others (that were, by an infatuation not to be accounted for) admitted into the 
fort, to the number of 6000 at leaſt, they muſt have been abandoned; they 
would have ſuffered nothing by being left behind, and have cauſed much 
embarraſſment and diſtreſs to the whole by being embarked. As I have be- 
fore done juſtice to the officers of militia and others, who were embarked with- 
out (I am convinced) having any intention of abandoning the fort, T muſt in 
this place likewiſe render juſtice, to the beſtof my knowledge and information, to the 
character of one of your Board, Mr. William Mackett: This gentleman had 
the command of the ſecond company of militia, and went to ſee his lady (and 
children) on board the Doddley the 18th at night, where he left her dangerouſly 
ill about 11, and returned to the fort, though the ſtrongeſt perſuaſions, I am 
well informed, were uſed to detain him on board. Could any conſideration or 
plea have been prevalent enough to ſhake that of honour, the ſituation of this 
gentleman's family, joined to thoſe perſuaſions, would have determined bis ſtay ; 
but he returned to the duty his honour called him to, and with the conſent 
and approbation of Mrs. Mackett. Eirly on the morning of the 19th; the Pre- 
ident, Mr. Mack: tt, the Reverend Mr. Mapletoft, myſelf and others, were em- 
ployed in cutting open the bales of cotton, and fillin it in bags, to carry 
upon the parapetsz then (I recollect) Mr. Mackett intimated to me the un- 
happpy condition he left his lady in the preceding night, and expreſſed his 

deſire and intention to ſtep on board for five minutes, to fee her: That this 
was the ſole motive of his going, without any deſign of abandoning the fort, I am 
convinced of; and is, I think, proved by the whole of his behaviour during the 
Gege, and his return to the fort from the Doddley the preceding night. With. 
equal pleaſure I would embrace any, even probable, appearance to juſtify the 
conduct of your other ſervants in higher truſt; againſt whom, I with more real 
concern ſay, the charge lies too heavy and obvious to admit of -extenuation. 
The proof, and ſupporting this, charge, I could wiſh a taſk impoſed on any: 
body elſe; but unluckily, none but myſelf is equal to it, as none can be ſo well 
acquaiated with the circumſtances attending it; and however galling the re- 
membrance of my own chains, ſufferings and loſſes may be, they ſhall not in- 
fluence me to deviate from truth, though Tuch remembrance may urge me to 
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terms of ſeeming bitterneſs, hardly unavoidable, when thoſe ſufferings can be 
attributed. to nought but the unaccountable conduct I am now impeaching 
a conduct which (however palliated by a thouſand frivolous reaſons) will juſtly lay 
your preſident and Meſſ. Manningham and Frankland open to the cenſure of 
breach of truſt, of the higheſt imprudence and inconſiſtence, and prove them 
firangers to the very diftates of humanity. „ 100 834.49 


44th. In what degree either of the above-named gentlemen may appear leſs cul- 
pable than the others, or really are ſo, is not my buſineſs to determine; this, 
Honourable Sirs, I will leave to your judgments: and ſentence, whilſt I give 
you as faithful a ſtatement of the facts, as in my power; that Meſſ. Manningham 
and Frankland's falling down from the fort with the Dodaly, and refuſing to re- 
turn to it, and join our Councils the night of the 18th, though more than once 
fummoned to it by your preſident, were the primary cauſes of all the confuſion. 
that enſued, will, I think, hardly admit of conteſt: The defence theſe Gentle- 
men make to exculpate themſelves, ſtand on the face of the Fulta conſultations of: - 
the 14th of July laſt, and are replied to by me, on my return from Ballaſore, in 
a letter to the board at Fulta, under date the 25th of October laſt, a copy of 
which 1 hereunto annex; the departure of the Dodaly (of which thoſe gentlemen 
were part owners) and their refuſal to return, were the cauſe of jealouſies and 
| fears, which otherwiſe would never have exiſted; and the garriſon were well 
vindicated in their concluſions, that when gentlemen, who bore the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed characters, both civil and military, had quitted and refuſed to return to- 
their truſt, and duty, every man was providing for himſelf the beſt he could. The 
Captain of the Dodaly exculpates himſelf, by producing from your preſident an. 
order of the 15th of June, purporting, that he ſhould obey all ſuch orders as he 
thould receive rom himſelf or Mr. Manningham; and theſe Gentlemen take the 
advantage of this order, to prove their power, and extenuate their departing with 
the: ſhip; a power which devolved to Mr. Manningham for quite another pur- 
poſe, and cannot be wreſted, with either truth or propriety, to the pur poſe it 
is now produced to ſerve, as your preſident can well witneſs. The inſpection 
and neceſſary orders to be iſſued in matters relative to the Marine, was offered 
and undertaken by Mr. Manningham, to eaſe the preſident, and not with the 
intention that he ſhould be thereby impowered to diftreſs him and the garriſon. 
with the defection of that ſhip, and of quitting a truſt which opened the way, and 
was, I believe, in ſome meaſure, the cauſe of your preſident's quitting his truſt alſo 
on the ſucceeding morning, though I offer it not in ſufficient vindication of 
a conduct not to be vindicated in one who bore the character of governor 
and commander in chief of your fort and garriſon. That things were in the 
utmoſt confuſion I admit; that no proper order, rule or command was obſerved, 
is moſt true; that the proceedings of Meſſ. Manningham and Frankland were ſuſpi- 
cious and alarming, I grant; but on whom will all this reflect and recoil F Had, om 
the firſt refuſal theſe gentlemen made to join our councils at this important 
Juncture, the ſhip been remanded back, under the cover of our guns, and a 
detachment ſent to bring them to their duty, in place of their being ſuffered 
to wait for one to defend the ſhip from the hazard they —ͤ—-» + 
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her into, without orders or knowledge of any one in the garriſon, the meaſure 
would have ſpoke the governor and commander in chief; a thouſand miſchiefs 
had been avoided, nor he himſelf reduced the next day to the unhappy dilemma 
which at laſt ended in his following their example, to the deſtruction of thoſe 
left behind; and with the knowledge, that neither the. Company's treaſure, 
books, or effential papers were embarked, no more than the immenſe property 
then depoſited in the fort, conſiſting of your own effects and of a multitude of 
ethers, left miſerable and indigent, by the delertion ; in having all means cut 
off from them of ſaving it, and with thoſe very ſhips that were employed and 
detaine.| for its preſervation. Fortitude is not given to every one; and I may 
moſt juſtly plead excuſe for any failure ariſing from our want of military know- 
ledge; it could not be expected from us, but every act of common prudence 
will: If the lives of ſo many brave and valuable men, who periſhed by this 
conduct merited no regard, the gentlemen's own ſupport with their Employers 
depended on their having a regard to their effects entruſted to their charge; 
us treaſurers, it was incumbent chiefly on them to ſee that the treaſure was em- 
barked; this was a meaſure judged eligible in a Council of War, before the fort 
was judged not tenable, and ſure ought immediately. to have been carried into 
execution, That Cooleys could not be obtained to carry that and the Compa- 
ny's books off, as alledged on the face of the Fulta conſultations, muſt appear 
to every body then in garriſon, and indeed to the whole world, a pretence to 
palliate a needleſs pannic, diſorder and neglect. That money and effects were 
that night embarked, is a truth known to every body; and on ſuppoſition there 
was not a Cooly in the fort, a ſingle Topaz could have embarked the laſt year's 
books, the conſultations and eſſential papers. But it muſt appear a fact 
beyond contradiction, that theſe, and every thing elſe, were ſacrificed and aban- 
doned to the conſideration of theſe gentlemen's own ſafety ; though that no 
ways endangered, but from. the ſteps taken to ſecure it; for had we been joined 
in our councils, and the ſhips continued under the protection of our guns, or 
brought back, and any the leaſt command exerted, we had it in our power to 
leave the Suba the bare walls of your fort only, without a gun in it that would 
hive been of any uſe to him, or injury to us or the ſhipping. Had we remained 
united in our cs and proper ſpirit ſbewn, and examples made, what could 
have been apprehended from a few drunken Dutch ſoldiers, or a few ſeditions 
among the rabble of the militia; the preſident, council, officers, gentlemen in 
the ſervice, volunteers, and principal inhabitants, were ſurely more than equal to 
quell any tumult that could have been raiſed by thoſe, to have obſtructed an orderly 
retreat with everything of value depoſited in the fort. Ha this been done with pro- 
per coolneſs and reſolution, and the whole colony proceeded as early in Auguſt as the 
fleet could puſh out to Fort St. George, with the effects, public and private, immenſe 
had been the gain to both; there proper meaſures might have been expeditiouſly con- 
ſolted and adopted, forthe re-cflabliſhment of the ſettlement ; and the remains of our 
Mattered and diſtreſſed colony would have met repoſe and ſhelter ; this ſtep would 

have been eligible, even in the wretched circumſtances they retired ; but the misfor- 
tune is, errors are fruitful, and generally beget one another; the pannic which ſeized. 
che gentlemen.in.command, never loſt its influence; the little ſaved was, in the ge 
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neral confuſion, loſt at Tanners and Buzbudgea; and in place of continuing theis 
rout to Fort St. George, the alternative of reſiding at Fulta was determined on, 
and ſuch advices forwarded to that preſidency by Mr. Manningham, as made it 
a caſe of neceſſity to remain there, under ſuch diſadvantages and diſtreſſes as 1 
believe hardly ever a wretched people laboured, and at an immenſe expence to 
yourſelves in ſupporting the colony, and freight of ſhips for their reception 
and defence; part of your expence, indeed, daily leſſened, by the multitude of 
deaths here, which has proved a grave to a large portion of the colony, and 
to more than half the detachment and officers, ſent under Major Kilpatrick ; all 
which might have bcen avoided by a prudent procedure to Madraſs, as above. 
Why this was not done, in preference to the advices ſent, and our miſerable re- 


fidence here, I am a ſtranger, and have not yet received or heard one tolerable 


reaſon to ſupport the meaſure. It has been alledged, the quitting the river 
would have been giving up the cauſe; had this been done, it would have been 
only giving up a cauſe already loſt, and which they themſelves had - firſt aban> 
doned: The fleet quitting the river, would have lalled the enemy into a ſecu- 
rity which would greatly have facilitated the retaking your ſettlement z whereas 
our reſidence in it have kept them on the alarm, and preparations are made for 
the. defence of it, which probably would never have been thought of. Nor is it: 
poſſible, in my conception, to: account for this ſtrange perſeverance in miſery, 
and heavy charge to yourſelves, but from two motives, which ſwayed the coun- 
cils of thoſe gentlemen who had quitted your fort, garriſon and effects, whilſt 
they bore the characters of command in it. Conſcious and ſelf- condemned of a 
conduct not to be vindicated, it became neceſſary that one of their own body 
ſhould be diſpatched to give the firſt impreſſion of it; had they proceeded 
with the colony, a hundred mouths would have been open to report their conduct 
as well as their own. This, Honourable Sirs, muſt, I think, have been the 
principle they acted on, to allow them the ſhadow of conſiſtence ; if the gentle-- 
men ſupport their remaining in the river from other even probable reaſons, I 

will be the firſt to retract my ſentiments ;; not my ſentiments alone, but that of 
near the whole colony. More, I think, I need not fay in ſupport: of my charge 
againſt theſe gentlemen; that they juſtly incur the cenſure of breach of truſt, 
have acted with the greateſt imprudence, and been confiſtest in nothing but er- 

rors, from the firſt moment they meditated abandoning your fort in the manner 
they did. It remains only that T prove they might ſafely have retrieved this un- 
happy ſtep, by a return to it wich all the ſnips; and that, by this neglect, they 
not only further merit the cenſure I have already paſſed on them, but that of be- 
ing ſtrangers alſo to the very dictates of humanity. . 


45th. The Dodaly (with Meſſ. Manningham and Frank land) and ſome. other 
veſſels, fell down the river the 18th at night; Your preſident, with the reſt of 
the ſhips, veſſels and boats, followed them the 19th, about. nine in the fore- 
noon; they lay in fight of our fort, and flag flying, until the 20th. About 
11 in the forenoon, we ſaw the St. George, our laſt reſource, was a- ground, and 
could not come down to our ſuccour, and heard us engaged with the enemy 

during all. this period, — They knew-the deſperate ſtate they had left and aban- 


r 106 J 


doned us in, without all poſſibility or means to eſcape or retreat; and this their 
own doing: They were ſenſible, we had not ammunition to defend the fort two 
days, or, if we had, that our ſtrength, with continued fatigue, watching, and 
action, was exhauſted, and that we were reduced to the wretched alternatives of 
either ſacrificing our lives, by reſolving to die ſword in hand, .or ſurrender our- 
ſelves to an-enraged and mercileſs enemy ; and yet neither ſhips, veſſel, or boat, 
were ſent to favour our retreat, enquire what was our fate, or whether we exiſt- 
ed, or had periſhed. To palliate this, (I believe, unequalled inhumanity) the 
danger of returning with the ſhips has been, I hear, alleged. —Capr. Grant, in 
his letter to us, in vindication of himſelf, the 2oth Auguſt, aſſerts, he more than 
once urged your Preſident to move up with all the ſhips. and ſloops before the 
fort, once in the prefence of Captain Young, Commander of the Dodaly, who 
repreſented it as a dangerous attempt. I ſubmit it to you, honourable Sirs, to 
determine, whether your Preſident ought to have remained ſatisfied with an an- 
ſwer of this kind, or whether the ſhips would have run greater riſk in moving up 
to the fort, than they did in moving down from it; or if there actually had 
been danger in the attempt, of which there was not even the ſhadow, / whilſt we 
remained in poilefſion of the fort, was the preſervation of fo many brave and va- 
luable men as were cooped up in it, with your treaſure, effects, books, &c. of 
ſuch ſmall eſtimation with gentlemen, as not to merit one attempt to retrieve 
them, though even this attempt had been attended with danger? But it has been 
urged, that they were at no certainty whether we were in poſſeſſion of the fort, or 
not; and by ſome conjectured, that we had ſurrendered, or the place been taken 
by aſſaule, and that the flag was only kept flying by the enemy to decoy the 
fleet back.—But if theſe were the doubts that actuated them, why did«they not 
ſatisfy themſelves ? A ſingle ſloop or boat ſent up the night of the 19th, might 
have hailed us from the baſtions, without riſk, even if the place had been in 
poſſeſſion of the enemy, the contrary of which they would have been aſcertained 
in, and the fleet might have moved up that night. This motion would have 
put freſh ſpirits in us, and given diſmay to the cnemy, already not a little diſ- 
heartened by the numbers ſlain in the day when diflodged from the houſes round 
us, and otherwiſe, particularly by our ſhells and cannon at Lady RuſſePs and 
the Court-houſe. Had the ſhips moved up, and our forces reunited, and part of 
the ammunition on board them diſembarked for the ſervice of the fort, the Suba 
might at laſt have been obliged to retreat with his army, or at worſt the effects 
might have been ſhipped off the 2oth, even in the face of the enemy; without 
their having power to obſtruct it, and a general retreat made of the whole gar- 
riſon, as glorious to ourſ. Ives, all circumſtances conſidered, as a victory would 
have been ; the Gentlemen would then have found a plan ready formed, to the 
minuteſt c'rcumſtance, for a general retreat, that would have been attended with 
no diſorder, confuſion, or difficulty, if proper reſolution and command had ap- 
peared : Had your Preſident, as was incumbent on him, hoiſted his flag on board 
the Dodaly, of which he was likewiſe part owner, and moved up even the 2oth, 
not a man or veſſel but would have followed him, and he would then have been 
early enough to have given a new face to things; but, in place of that, he ren- 
dered himſelf totally inexcuſable, by not only quitting us himſelf, but in —_ 
10 | : | ES others, 
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others, and amongſt them ſome of the Officers of the Militia then on board the 
Dodaly, That the retreat was general; thereby cooling the reſolutions and en- 
deavours of thoſe who were returning to us, and had never once entertained a 
thought of quitting the fort. The want of boats has been another cauſe al- 
leged for a general retreat not being practicable. Were there any grounds for this 
aſſertion, where did the fault lie? Though there might have been few boats at 
the Crane Gat, when the Preſident went off, yet it is a known truth, that the 
wharfs to the right and left were lined with them, and that not one of them ſtir- 
red from the ſhore, until immediately after he put off, when they all rowed croſs 
the river, moſt of them with grain on board; and this deſertion, occaſioned by 
neglect of the obvious meaſure of having a ſufficient guard over them. But 
to obviate every excuſe that can poſſibly be urged againſt the facility with which 
we could have made the retreat general, I will ſuppoſe there had not a country- 
boat exiſted, thoſe belonging to the ſhips, and the ſmall craft, brought cloſe in 
ſhore would have been amply ſufficient to have embarked the effects, garriſon, 
and their families, which we had not at all deſpaired of effeQting, even with the 

Saint George's three or four boats, (had ſhe happily come down to our ſuccour) 
and the aſſiſtance of Captain Witherington's pinnace, then lying at the Crane. 
But, in ſhore, Honourable Sirs, it is not to be wondered at, that, in a-panick 
ſuch as evidently poſſeſſed thoſe in the chief command and direction, means the 
moſt obvious ſhould either not occur, or be neglected; nor that handles, the 

moſt weak and improbable, ſhould be laid hold of, to extenuate the conduct re- 
ſulting from it: As ſuch I think myſelf juſtified, in treating every reaſon ad- 
vanced in vindication of- theſe gentlemen quitting the fort in the manner they 
did, and not returning, when it was ſo demonſtrably in their power, and thereby 
loſing the means of ſaving your treaſure, books, and effects; of preſerving tl.e 
lives of the many gallant worthy men, who periſhed in their defence, and thus 
fell a ſacrifice; of preventing the tears of the fatherleſs children and widows, 
left deſtitute and unhappy, as well as thoſe of the many parents and relations, 
deprived thus of the ornaments of their families, in the miſerable deaths of a 
number of the moſt promiſing youths you ever had in your ſervice; and laſtly, 

of ſaving myſelf, and others, your faithful ſervants, from chains, ſhame, and 
impriſonment, with other diſtreſſes and ſufferings hardly to be deſeribee. 


46th. This ſubject, Honourable Sirs, diſagreeable as it is, I muſt not quit, 
without: ſpeaking to an aſperſion which has been ſpread in the fleet, and I doubt 
not elſewhere that ** thoſe who were left beh end, and ſome of the principal of 
ce them intended going, had not the means of doing it been cut off from them, 
« and ſo made a virtue of neceſſity.” This aſſertion I will venture to term 


bold as well as baſe, being founded on the conjecture only of ſome, with impor- 


tant hopes to reduce others on a level with themſelves; the intentions of the 

heart are impenetrable but to the breaſt it dwells in, therefore I. can only ſay, 1 
ſolemnly believe that not a man left in the fort had any intention or deſign of 
quitting it, but in a general retreat, nor could ought be diſcovered in their be- 
haviour, that either did then or could fince give me cauſe to alter my ſenti- 


ments. As to myſelf, againſt whom I don't queſtion but this flander is chiefly 
| N 55 aimed ; 
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aimed; it has alſo been as audaciouſly fad that I was not only privy to your 
preſident's going away, but was to have gone with him; of both he has honour. 
ably and publickly acquittcd me; my knowing myſelf free from this ſcandalous 
imputation of . intending to quit your fort (otherwife than in a general retreat) 
is not enough, it is my. duty to convince my Hondurable Maſters likewiſe, that 
ſuch could not be my deſign; if it mad, my mortves were ſuperior, the means 
equally in my power, and the reflection leſs in proportion to the leſs command 
and truſt inveſted in me: theſe gentlemen declare they imbarked no private 
effects belonging either to themſelves or conſtituents. The Diligence Snow now 
lying at my Gar, I ſent orders. the 18th afternoon from the vuter battery, to 
embark my caſh, plate, eſſential papers, and fome jewels, in all to the value of 
about fifty, to fifty two thoufand Arcot Rupees, which was done by my on 
people (my ſervants having before brought me word every Cooley in the ſettle- 
ment was employed in emptying the rice boats at the factory, ſo that they 
could not get people to carry them to the fort, where moſt people's valuable 
effects were depofited ; my Godowns being unfortunately full of heavy and cum- 
berſome goods, there was no poſſibility of embarking them, or depoſiting them 
in the fort, and my houſe ſo far detached as ſurely to be one of the firſt 
poſſeſſed and plundered by the enemy, which fo happened. Had my intention 
been to abandon the ſettlement, the temptation was great, and till greater, as 
the whole remains of my fortune then in Calcutta was embarked, the means 
in my own bands, the veſſel under no command but my own, without any poſſi- 
bility of my being obſtructed the whole night of the 18th, or the morning of 
the 19th. If ſuch had been my deſign, I might have laid hold of the pretence 
to accompany Mrs. Drake, and the ladies embarked on board the Diligence, 


about eleven the night of the 18th, or afcerwards, when I "requeſted and ſent 


Monſieur Le Beaume, with three of my ſervants to embark on board that 
veſſel, for the greater ſecurity of her and the ladies; ſuch were the opportu- 
nities, and ſuch were the temptations I had to have quitted your fort, but the 


thought never entered my breaſt, nor that it would enter the breaſt of any one 


elſe, with the certainty of the retreat being general the ſucceeding night; that 1 
neither did go, nor had a ſentiment that tended to it, I am ſtill happy in; 
that, notwithſtanding all my ſufferings, and with this reflection, that had 1 
gone, 1 had in all human probability ſaved the above remains of my fortune, 
which fell a prey to the enemy the 21ſt, at Buzbudgee, without any one 
friendly humane or ſalutary ſtep being taken by the fleet or thoſe who com- 
manded in it to preſerve her. The officer on board, having weighed in the 
gent ral rout, and accompanied the other ſhips without my orders or knowledge. 


As to our having made a virtue of 'necefſity” theſe gentlemen ſhould be 


the laſt to reproach us, or take advantage even in expreſſion of the neceſſity they 
thad reduced us to; that any has aſſumed a virtue from it J do not believe; we 


did our duty and no more, in defending your property as long as was in our 
power, which certainly is a virtue-comparatively conſidered, with reſpect to thoſe 
who did not do ſo. TTT 8 


4th. 
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- 47th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, I have with ſtrict truth to the utmoſt of my 
knowledge and remembrance, traced out and laid before you, the cauſes and 
various capital errors, which occaſioned the loſs of your Preſidency and ſettle- 

ments in theſe provinces. Neceſſary as it has been, I am ſenſible by what I feel 
myſelf on this ſubject, how unpleaſing to you, therefore will not give you further 
Pain, than in the addition of a few lines, explaining the manner your fort was 
taken, on which I find I have in my letters ow Muxadabad and Hougly, been 


rather too ſhort, 


48th. Having been preſſed at different mes on the 20th, by the gentlemen 
of council and others, to throw out a flag of truce, I oppoſed it as much as 
poſlible, forſeeing the little utility would ariſe from it, conſidering the enemy we 
had to deal with, and that they were as perfectly acquainted with our diſtreſſed 
ſituation, as we ourſelves ; however, to quiet the minds of every body as much 
as in my power, I cauſed a letter to be wrote the 2oth, early in the morning 
by Omychond, who was left a priſoner in the fort of Raja Monick Chund, to 
the following purport. That, as he and his houſe had always been a friend 
* and tenant to the Engliſh, we hoped to experience it on this occaſion, and 
„that he would uſe his influence with the Suba, to order his troops to ceaſe 
« hoſtilities, that we were ready to obey his commands, and perſiſted only fn 
t defending the fort, in preſervation of our lives and-honours,” At this period 
I was at no certainty of — Suba's being at the ſiege in perſon, and all 4 5 
J had from this letter, or a -flag of truce, was to amuſe them until the St. 
George came down, and that we might have the night to make gur general retreat 
in. About noon, as I before obſerved, the enemy were repulſed from the attacks 
they made this day to the northward, and a ceſſation on both ſides enſued for 
more than two hours, and not one of the enemy to be: ſeen; the gentlemen of 
council, officers and inhabitants, ſtill preſſing me, I was prevailed on to conſent 
to a flag of truce being thrown out before dark. About four in the afternoon, 
word was brought me that one of the enemy was advancing with a flag in his 
hand, and called to ceaſe firing, and that we ſhould, have quarter if we ſurren- 
dered; this was judged a favourable juncture to anſwer it with a flag of truce, 
accordingly I repaired with the flag on the original S. E. Baſtion, here Captain 
Buchanan was then poſted, and ordered firing to ceaſe. I had a, letter prepared 


with me, addreſſed to Roy Doolub, general of his forces, importing an over- 


ture to ceaſe hoſtilities, . till the Suba could be wrote to, and his pleaſure known. 

This letter I threw over the ramparts, and hoifted the flag of truce on the 
Baſtion; the letter was taken up by the perſon who advanced with the fag, who 
retired with it: ſoon after, multitudes of the enemy came out of their hiding 
places round us, and flocked under the walls, a ſhort parly enſued, I demand:d 

- -a truce to hoſtilities, until the Suba's pleaſure. could be known, to which I was 
anſwered by one of his officers from, below, that the Suba was there, and his 
| pleaſure was that we ſhould immediately ſtrike our colours and ſurrender the 
fort, and ourſelves, and that we ſhould have quarter. I was going to reply, 
when at that inſtant Mr. William Bailic, ſanding near me was eee. 
2 | 2 . | * 
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by a muſket ball from the enemy, on the fide of his head, and word was 
brought me that they - were attempting to force the S. W. barrier, and were 
cutting at the eaſtern gate. On being aſcertained of this, I ordered Captain 
Buchannan to point a cannon from the Baſtion, which flanked the eaſtern curtain, 
and told them to withdraw from the walls, or I would inſtantly fire amongſt 
them; they withdrew, and I immediately took down the flag of truce, and ſlept 
to the parade to iflue orders for a general diſcharge of our cannon. and ſmall arms. 
The moment I arrived there, Captain Dickſon, (who now commands the Lively 
Grabb, at preſent in your ſervice) and juſt after him Enſign Walcot came 
running to me, and told me the weſtern gate was forced by our own. people and 
betrayed. I inſtantly ſent enſign Walcot with orders to ſee if there was no poſſi- 
bility of ſecuring it again; he retured and told me it was impoſſible, for the 
- Jocks and bolts were forced off. On this J returned to Captain Buchanan's poſt, 
and found ſome of the enemies colours-planted on the Baſtion. I aſked how he 
came to fuffer it; he replied he found farther reſiſtance was in vain, for that the 
moment I had left him, advice was brought him of the Weſtern gate being 
betrayed, and turning myſelf I ſaw below multitu des of the enemy, who had 
entered that way, and others who had ſcaled by the S. W. Baſtion, and the new 
Godowns, that Baſtion and the barrier, as I afterwards: learnt, having been 
deſerted. the time the weſtern gate was forced. To the firſt Jemmautdaar who 
ſcaled at the S. W. Baſtion 1 advanced, and delivered my piitois ; he told me 
to order inſtantly our colours to be cut down; I replied, I would give no ſuch 
orders, they were maſters of the fort, and might order it themſelves ; he de- 
manded my ſword, I refuſed delivering it, but in preſence of the Suba, on which 
the -Jemmantdaar carr.ed me round the -ramparts, oppoſite. ro where the Suba 
was below, without the walls, from thence I made him the cuſtomary Salaam, 
and delivere] my ſword to his Jemmautdaar; the Suba from his litter returned 
my Salaam, and moved round to the northward, and entered the fort by the ſmall 
weſtern gate; I had three interviews with him that evening, one in Durbar. At 
firſt he expreſſed much refentment- at our preſumption, in defending the fort 
againſt his army with ſo few men, afked why I did not run away with my gover- 
nor, &c. ſeemed much diſappointed and diffatisfied at the ſum found: in the 
treaſury, aſked me many queſtions on this ſubject, to all which I made the 
beſt reply that occurred, and on the concluſion, he aſſured me on the word of a 
foldier, that no harm ſhould come to me, which he repeated more than once. 
The conſequence proved how little regard was to be paid to this aſſurance, for 
J was with the reſt of my fellow ſufferers. about eight at night, crammed into the 
Black- Hole Priſon, and paſt a night of horrors I will not attempt to deſcribe, 

as they bar all deſcriptions. On the enſuing morning, (the 2 1ſt June) | was 
taken out from amongſt the dead, and again carried before the Suba, more 
dead than alive; he ſeemed little affected when I told him the miſerable cata- 
ſtrophe of my companions; he anſwered me, by ſaying, he was well informed 

there was an immenſe treaſure buried or ſecreted in the fort, and that I was 
privy to it, and commanded me to point out where it was hid, if I expected 


favour (one of his Jemmautdaars had told me on the way the cauſe of my * 


FF nn 1] 

ſent for, and adviſed me to make a full diſcovery, or that I. ſhould be ſhot off 
from the mouth of a cannon the next half hour.) I urged very thing poſſible 
againſt the information he had received, or that if ſuch a thing had been done, 

I] was totally a ſtranger to it, but all I could ſay ſeemed to gain no credit with 
the Suba, who ordered me a priſoner, under charge of one of his generals, 
Mhir Modun, and with me Meſſrs. Court, Walcot and Burdet, as intimated 
in my let'er from Muxadabad, to which letter I beg leave to refer for the 
account of our ſub'equent ſufferings, and to ſubſcribe myſelf, with the moſt 


perfect reſpect and duty, n ad 


| _ Honourable Sirs, 5 
Fulta, Nov. 3ath, 1756. | = els” Kr: 8 3 | 
175 Ioqur ever faithful and obedient humble ſervant. 


To the Honourable Roger Drake, Eſq; &c. Council at Fulta. 
| BE Fulta October 25th, 1756, 
+ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, '' | Anett hone 25 46.48 
Xa late peruſal of your Fulta conſultations of the 14th July, I find myſelf 
called upon (amongſt others of the ſurviving members of the Council of 
War, held in Calcutta the 18th June laſt) to atteſt the aſſertion of Meſſrs. Man- 
ningham and Frankland, touching their being ordered by that Council of War, 
« To embark the European' women on board the Dodaly and Diligence, with a 
« detachment of 30 men to guard the ſaid ſhips, with directions to move the Dodaly 
< clear of the ſmall craft, with which ſhe was incumbered, and of the enemy's 
< fire,” Moſt ſorry I am, gentlemen, to find myſelf obliged to ſpeak on's ſub- 
ject ſo very diſagreeable to my memory; but the whole proceedings of that coun- 
cil, appearing to my conception of ſo extraordinary a nature, joined to the con- 
fideration of my minute and diſſent in Council the 2d September laſt, (againſt any 
allowance being made the owners of the Dodaly, for her loſs and damages) thar 
I cannot remain ſilent without incurring my own cenſure, as well as the imputation 
from you, of much injuſtice in my minute above refe red to. Thus far I thoughr 
It neceſſary to apologize for giving you trouble at this juncture, and ſhall with 
your leave proceed to ſpeak with that ſtrict regard which every gentleman owes 
to truth, not only to the particulars I am called on by thofe gentlemen to atteſt, 
but to the whole proceedings of that Council of the 14th July; and conſider the 
defence Meſſrs, Manningham and Frankland there make, for depriving the 
Company's forts, effects and garriſon, of the ſuccour of that ſhip,” and then ſub- 
mit the juſtice of my ſaid minutes and diſſent, to the determination of ' yourſelves 
and my Honourable Eniployety, ”, „„ en, eee 0s 
That the European women were ordered to be embarked by the Council of War 
of the x8th, is true; but that Meſſrs. Manningham and Frankland ſhould embark 


them, was no part of the order; thoſe gentlemen tendered themſelves for that 
ſervice, to which none objected publickly, though myſelf, * with many — 


£ 


B 


thought their ſtations; both civil and military, were of ſuch importance as might 
well have excuſed them from that ſervice. 125 | 


That there was any particular order relative to the Diligence, I do not remem- 
Her; and think I can truly atteſt the contrary: Mrs. Drake, Mrs. Mapletoft, 
Mrs. Coales and Mrs. Wedderburn, with their families, being embarked on board 
that veſſel, was purely the reſult of my own advice to them, imagining the Dodaly 
would be extremely crouded, and they had my order to be received on board, 
the ſhip being under my direction. 7 + Fagal 1 1 


That a detachment of 30 men was ordered for the defence of theſe ſhips, I do 
not remember; and ſhould certainly have objected to any ſuch meaſure, had it 
been propoſed whilft 1 was in the council of war, as it certainly was both impru- 
dent and needleſs : Imprudent, as it would have been a conſiderable weakening a 
fatigued garriſon who had barely a relief from duty; and needleſs, whilſt the ſhips 
remained under the cover of our fort. 3 | „ 


That thoſe*gentlemen had directions to remove the Dodaly clear of the ſmall craft, 
with which ſhe was incumbered, and the enemy's fire, are aſſertions to me totally 
new and I can truly atteſt was no part of the order of the council of war, nor know 
I from what quarter ſuch directions went; but if ſhe really was incumbered with 
ſmall craft, there would ſurely: have been more propriety. in moving them, than 
her; or on ſuppoſition propriety was attended to, yet ſurely whatever directions 
thoſe gentlemen had, did not, nor could imply, that they were to remove her as 
low as Mr. Margas's houſe; a ſtation where ſhe was more expoſed to the enemy's 
fire, had they taken the advantage, deprived of the benefit of our guns and ſmall 
arms, and rendered uſeleſs, as to the defence and ſuccour of the ſettlement; and 

contrary to Mr. Manningham's expreſs ptomiſe to me, that ſhe ſhould not ſtir 
from under the cover of the fort. . VF 


Touching the other part of the charge laid againſt thoſe gentlemen, by the 
colony, as a juſt objection to Mr. Manningham's being ſent to the non of 

Fort St. George, -viz, that of their refuſing joining the Councils when ſent for, 

I can form no judgment, further than I; can collect from the defence of ' thoſe 
gentlemen as entered in the conſultation of the 14th July, being a ſtranger to the 
nature of the orders the Preſident ſent by Captain Wedderburn, and ſubſequently 
by Mr. Holmes, for their return to the fort.—I was myſelf but juſt come in from 
the center battery, when the Council of War in the evening of 18th was called, and 
having been the preceding night and day exhauſted with continued fatigue, without 

reſt or food, as ſoon as the Council of War broke up, I retired, in PR of 

getting a little repoſe ; not doubting but the reſolution of it would have been ſtrictly 

obeyed, which were, that the European women, the Company's ticaſurers, and 
I think, their eſſential books and papers, ſhould be embarked that night on board 

the Dodaly; but whether this laſt was entered on the minutes of that Council, 
1 cannot be poſitive ; but perfectly recollect a diſcourſe I had with Mr. Manning- 
ham on the propriety of ir, juſt as the Council broke up; and indeed, I ever 
i | I thought, 


” 
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thought, until T joined your Councils here, that both the treaſures and books had 
been embarked. And here I cannot omit remarking, that better no reaſon at al! 
had been given, for the neglect of a meaſure of ſuch importance to the Company. 
than that which ſtands on the conſultation of the 20th of Auguſt ; but it is time 
I come to conſider the pleas made uſe of by Meſſrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land, for their not returning to the fort; which are, That a little after one in 
e the morning, Mr. Lindſay came on board, and informed them, he left a ge- 
& neral aſſembly ſitting ; that the Captain of the artillery had reported there was 
© not two days ammunition ; that many of the military and militia were in liquor, 
* and mutinous; chat it was the unanimous opinion the fort was not tenable ; 
&« that a retreat was reſolved on; that Mr. Holwell was ſtrenuous for its being 
„made immediately, and oppoſed by Mr. Baillie particularly; that the whole 
« of the common people were in oonfuſion; and, that nothing was determined 
* on.” Without, gentlemen, my entering particularly into the merits of theſe 
pleas, let us confider the weight of thoſe Gentlemens ſeats in Council, and their 
importance as bearing the names and authority of Hield-officers, and Colonels, 
and Lieutenant- colonels of the militia; and, I think, an impartial eye will at 
firft ſight pronounce, that there was not one of the pleas urged by them, in de- 
fence of their not returning into the fort, but ſhould have urged their immediate 
rejoining our Councils, though they had no orders from the Preſident for that. 
| 1 in place of waiting on board for the detachment, and removing the: 
odaly a ſecond time that night, as low as Govindpore; running that ſhip, and 
the ladies on board, into ten times the riſque from the enemy. They ought. 
rather to have returned with the ſhip, on the flood, under our guns, to have fa- 
voured the embarkation af the Company's,books and treaſures, (which they knew 
were not on board) and the retreat of the garriſon. Mr Lindſay informed them 
the Council was ſitting; that our councils were divided; and that when he left the 
fort, all was in confuſion and nothing determined on, which was true; the 
Council not breaking up until near four in the morning, without any thing being 
reſolved on, but deferring the retreat without, in my judgment, a ſingle reaſon: 
being urged in defence * it. The preſent weight and authority of thoſe Gentle - 
men, might have made our Councils unanimous, or, have given a happy majo- 
rity for a general retreat, have prevented the unhappy defection of the Preſident, 
the officers, and part of the garriſon the next morning; and have been the cauſe 
of ſaving the publick and private property lodged in the fort, as well as the 
lives of many who fell a miſerable ſacrifice by our retreat being cut off; the 
Primary cauſe of which, I muſt ſtill attribute to the retreat of that ſhip, to Mr. 
Hag houſe and Govindpore on the night of the 18th, without order or the 
knowledge of any one in the, garriſon. It was urged, I Know, and aſſerted by Mr. 
PFrankland in Council, the 2d September, ben mere my minutes and diſſent to 
the pay ment of the Dodaly's loſs and damages; that thoſe Gentlemen had orders for 
moving the ſhip down. And J beg leave to remind you, that I aſked the Preſi- 
dent, touching this aſſertion; who, in your preſence, declared he neither gave 
ſuch orders, nor knew of any ſuch being given. Therefore, on the whole, 1 hope 
1 ſtand vindicated in your judgment, for ſuch my diffent, as it is to me not a 
little aſtoniſhing, how the Gentlemen, compoſing that Council of the 14th 101, 
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could unanimouſly, on the defence before them, pronounce it as their opinions, 
that thoſe Gentlemen had cleared themſelves of the charge laid againſt them, in 
that letter ſigned, as I am informed, by the greateſt part of the colony. 


1 am, with reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, CANE 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


This letter, though delivered in to the Board in November, 1756, did not re- 
ceive any anſwer until the laſt of January, 1757, two days before the Syren packet 
had her diſpatches for Europe, (in which ſloop Mr. Holwell took his paſſage, for 
the perfect recovery of his health) when the Preſident, and three other gentlemen of 
the Council, thought proper to anſwer ſome parts of it, chiefly relative to them- 
ſelves. As Mr. Holwell had no opportunity of noticing thoſe productions abroad, 
he applied to the Court of Directors, on his arrival here in July, 1757, and was 
indulged with the peruſal of them, and threw in a reply. We have no copy of 
thoſe gentlemens ſeveral anſwers, but as we dare aver the quotations taken from 
them, which Mr. Holwell thought worthy reply, are faithfully, tranſcribed in this 
his replication, we ſhall not heſitate to infert-1it.——Upon the face of the whole, 
vou will be fully enabled to form, and paſs an impartial judgment, on the charge 
laid againſt this Gentleman, of being particularly inſtrumental in bringing down Sou 

Rajab Dowla, - &c. - | | | 79-1 18 e Ty. $5 


To the Honourable the CourT of Ä 
May it pleaſe your Honours, 41 5 London, Auguſt, 1757. 


HAVING peruſed the ſeveral Addreſſes of Mefirs. Drake, Watts, Becher, 

= and Collet, in anſwer to different parts of my Addreſs to your 'Honourable 
Court, under date, Fulta, the 3oth of November, 1756, I find myſelf under the 
neceſſity of making a ſhort reply to each, and moſt humbly tender my thanks 
for the opportunity you have indulgently granted me. Mr. Becher, by a pe- 
netration very commonly aſſumed (as Mr. Drake juſtly obſerves) ſubſequent to 
events, {ts out with aſſerting, ** That the firſt admiſſion of Kiſſendaſs and his 
* wealth was wrong; that Raagbullob's family was out of the government, and 
* of no conſequence at the time Mr. Watts wrote the recommendatory letter 
* concerning him, and that he had been no friend to the Engliſh, but on the 
“ contrary, had given much trouble to us, and that there was no probability of the 
0 ſucceſs of the young Begum.”” To theſe I beg leave to reply, and ſay, That, 
though the admiſſion of that family no ways touches me, (it being an act of 
Mr. Manningham's, the Provincial Governor, even without my knowledge) yet 
I do not think it was wrong, as things were then circumſtanced. The importance 


and conſequence of that family, muſt have been better known to Mr, Watts than 
15 | | to 
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to Mr. Becher; and though the former parts of his letter to the Preſident, which 
I think he might, with a better grace, have acknowledged; yet, at the cloſe of 
what he gives your Honours, as the purport of them, he ſays, that Raagbul- 
& lob had been uſeful to us, and might be more ſo; which ſpeaks a flat con- 
tradition to the ſentiments of Mr, Becher, touching the regard due to that family 
from us. Whether there was or was not a probability of the Begum's ſucceſs, 
was not the matter in point, nor is a bit cleared up by Mr, Becher's conjeEture 
that ſuch was our intelligence, as ſet forth in my letter, is fact; not only the let- 
ters which came daily to Omychund, but to many of the other merchants and 
reſidents at Calcutta, that kept a correſpondence with the Durbar and city, in- 
timated the probability of her ſucceſs. Theſe were daily brought to the Preſi- 
dent for his peruſal, and many of them read in my hearing. Mr. Becher then 


proceeds to ſay, | 


„That Naran Sing was ſent to demand Kiſſendaſs and his wealth, which 
the Engliſh unjuſtly detained from him. Cannot account for 
© his coming in diſguiſe ;—believes he did not, and is confirmed in that 
<< belief by Mr. Holwell's own account of the affair, -- who does not inti- 
< mate which diſguiſe gained credit with him ;---expreſſes and repeats his 

* aſtoniſhment why the affair of Kiſſendaſs and the meſſenger was not laid 
before the Council, and that Meſſrs. Drake, Manningham, and Hol- 
<« well, ſhould aſſume a power no ways delegated to them, &c.“ (This 
laſt circumſtance is echo*d to by Mr, Watts, in his letter before your 
Honours. ) | | f 


How Mr. Becher could repreſent that Naran Sing was ſent to demand Kiſſen- 
daſs and his wealth, unjuſtly detained by the- Engliſh, carries not that needful 
precaution with it, incumbent on every gentleman who thinks himſelf obliged 
to cenſure the conduct of another. The detention of any matter or thing can ne- 
ver, in propriety of ſpeech, be aſſerted or implied before a demand made. Kiſſen⸗ 
daſs had been admitted into the ſettlement, as ſome hundreds of others had been 
in my remembrance, who had connections with the government. Roy Doolob, 
| Rejah, Monickchund, Futtica Ghund, and many others had, time out of mind, 
houſes eſtabliſhed in your ſettlement. The arrival of Naran Sing was the firlt 
demand made on account of Kiſſendaſs; therefore qur being charged with unjuſtly: 
detaining him or his wealth, prior to their being demanded; Which the above 
aſſertion intimated, if it _ carries any meaning at all, is, I conceive, both unjuſt 
and improper. I am ſorry to obſcrve that gentlemen, in the courſe of their argu- 
ments, make uſe of ſuch parts only of my addreſs to your Honours of the got 
of November, as ſeem to ſupport their own conjectures ; Was it got ſo, Mr. Becher 
could never have been at a Joſs to account för the diſguiſe. of Naran Sing, nor 
would have been at all puzzled to find which diſguile T gave, credit” to. In my 
gth paragraph Mr. Becher would have found, that an order had been' publiſhed. 
that none ſhould. be admitted into the ſettlement without a ſtrict examination. 
This was well known at Hougley, the laſt place Naran Sing left, ſeveral inhabi- 
tants of that city having been refuſed admittance, and others turned out, who 
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were judged to be the ſpies of the government. This was reaſon ſufficient to 
determine Naran Sing's ſtealing into the place in diſguiſe, In my forty-firſt 
paragraph, where I form a judgment of Omychund's conduct, I expreſly ſay, 
that his bringing Naran Sing down will not admit of diſpute ; therefore, though 
I do not as expreſly ſay I gave credit to his coming in the diſguiſe of a Bengal 
Pykar, yet it was obvious ſuch muſt have been my belief, by my implied con- 
clufion of Omychund's deceit. This circumſtance of the diſguiſe may, at firſt 
ſight, be deemed a matter not worth giving your Honours trouble; but the pur- 
poſe it is brought to ſerve urges my ſpeaking to it, becauſe, if this gentleman 
can ſtrip us of the diſguiſe he thinks he diveſts us of, the reaſons for our 
ſubſequent conduct to Naran Sing, muſt, he then thinks, appear without foun- 
dation. Why the admiſſion of Kiſſendaſs, and expulſion of Naran Sing, were 
not laid before the Council, Mr. Becher might have eaſily anſwered himſelf, if 
he had been diſpoſed to think a little deeper on the ſubject, The admiſſion of 
any one into the ſettlement, was never, that I have known, a matter judged. ne- 
ceſſary to be laid befcre the Council; the Preſident having ever had a power 
lodged in him in matters of this kind. The expulſion of Naran Sing, conſiſtent 
with the conduct deemed neceſſary on the occaſion, would not admit of time for 
the Council's meeting. Naran Sing was every moment expected within the fort. 
Had the Preſident either ſeen the meſſenger, or his purwannah, the meaſure reſol- 
ved on could not have been cartied properly into execution.” Beſides, in my 13th 
paragraph, Mr. Becher might have ſcen, that when I attended the Governor with 
the account of the preceding night's tranſaction, T found Meſſrs. Manningham and 
Frankland with him; the meaſure reſolved on was during Mr. Frankland's ſtay, 
and unanimouſly our opinion, who were in fact a majority of the then members 
of the Council. So that I hope, on the whole, your Honours will not think 
this charge, of an aſſuming power, any ways material againſt us, or.deſerving 
your cenſure; nor did a ſingle member of the Council, which met the ſame morn- 
ing, object to the ſtep taken; but on the contrary, as Mr. Drake truly 
alerts, expreſſed their approval of it. To cloſe my remarks on this part 
of Mr. Becher's letter, I muſt with Mr. Drake ſay, that as that gentleman was 
reſident with leave in Calcutta, and not exempred, though excuſed, from his 
- attendance on Councils, if the admiſſion of Kiſſendaſs, &c. was, in his opinion, 
a wrong meaſure, and obviouſly injurious to the intereſt of his employers, it was 
his duty to have attended, or even demanded a council, and ohjected thereto ; in 
not doing it, he in fact became more deſerving cenſure than ourſelves, who 
© were of a contrary opinion, and can only be accuſed of an error in judgment. 


4 . 


„ Refers tothe Nabob's letter to Mr. Pigot, as proof that the detention of the 
_.. ._***Nabob's ſubjects was the cauſe of our misfortunes ;—that means were 
e neglected to mollify the Nabob, why, he knows not; is perſuaded mo- 
ee ney would have ſatisfied him;—believes it was never attempted ;—that we 
t refuſed the mediation of Wazeed ; that it was not the intention of the 

_  * government to diveſt the Europeans of their fortifications, he thinks, 
is proved by the Nabob's only fleecing the French and Dutch, when 
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< he had it ſo evidently in his power to have taken their fa&ories ;—that 
4 in not doing it, he did not act conſiſtent with Ally Verdy Cawn's ad- 
« vice z---ſays, he was informed Naran Sing took the opportunity of the 
<+ reſentment the Nabob ſhewed on the receipt of the Goveraor's anſwer, 
to repreſent the treatment and inſult he had received in Calcutta; and 
e that he does not admit Ally Verdy Cawn's ſpeech to be genuine.“ 


Permit me, Honourable Sirs, to refer in my turn to the Nabob's letter to Mr. 
Drake, as a more authentic voucher for the cauſe of our misfortunes than that 
to Mr. Pigot; which evidently appears calculated as an apology for'a conduct, 
he knew was not to be defended, nor by the Engliſh to be looked over. In his 
letter to Mr. Drake, he mentions the article of our fortifications only; the an- 
ſwer to it is agreed on all hands to have been the principal cauſe of his reſent- 
ment and paſſion at Rajamaal : If Naran Sing really took this opportunity, it can 
only be deemed a ſecondary cauſe, which might help to keep up the firſt impreſ- 
ſign of reſentment conceived at the Preſident's reply. Mr. becker aſſerts, he was 
informed Naran Sing took this opportunity, &c. May it pleaſe your Honours, to 
hear what Mr. Watts ſays on this ſubject, in the third paragraph of his letter before 
you, where he firſt recites, that he had, by proper application, huſhed up the affair; 
but that pyibly, when the Nabob received the Governor's letter, which ſo incenſed 
him, Naran Sing might take that opportunity.“ &c. So that allowing that for 
fact, which in truth has no proof at all, the utmoſt that can be made of it will fall 
greatly ſhort of Mr. Becher's ſuppoſitious principal cauſe of our misfortunes: To 
which let it be remembred, that the Nabob, in the letter to Mr. Pigot, referred 
to by Mr. Becher, artfully avoids mentioning the cauſe, he had all along aſſigned 
to us, for his reſentment; though he had, twenty days prior to the diſpatch of 
that letter, made it the principal article of the Makulka executed by Mr. Watts, 
to wit, the demolition of our fortifications. The concluſions drawa by Mr. 
Becher, and alſo by Mr. Watts, that money only was wanted; and that it was 
never the intention of the government to diveſt the Europeans of their forts, by 
his flcecing only the French and Dutch, are equally fallacious, and can proceed 
only from willful or real-ignorance of the ſtate of the country, and the Nabob's 
freſh intelligence, which called his ſpeedy return to the city from Calcutta. The 
Nabob of Purranea's troops were in motion on the Malda Creek, from the mouth 
of which it was eaſy, in the Suba's abſence, to croſs over to the iſſand of Cofſim- 
buzar; therefore the Nabob could not, with ſafety or prudence, engage in any 
new enterprize againſt the French and Dutch, that would poſſibly hazard his quick 
return. That money would have ſatisfied him, but that it never was attempted; 
that means were neglected to mollify him; that Wazeed's mediation was re- 
jected; are all conjectures, and aſſertions, urged againſt known facts, dot to 
treat them more harſhly, which they certainly deſerve. Mr. Becher's ſentiments 
of Ally Verdy Cawn's ſpeech, in which alſo Meſſrs. Watts and Collet concur, I 
will beg leave to ſpeak to in my following reply to thoſe gentlemen. oy 


+ Your Honours will have the goodneſs to recollect, that when I addreſſed you, 
the zoth November, 1 had no conſultations, or other vouchers to refer to; ſo 
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that the utmoſt I could do, in the recital and dates of ſuch papers as were addref- 
ſed to the board, during the troubles, was to conſult the memory of Mr. Secretary 
Cooke, as well as my own, which I did. If I erred in the purport. of the letter from 
Mr. Collet, adviſing of the loſs of Coſſimbuzar, it appears however it was not in 
any very eſſential circumſtance; whether Mr, Watts alone ſigned the Makulka, or 
Meſſrs. Collet and Batſon. with him, is not very material. Mr. Collet denies his 
having wrote that he was delivering the factory; but admits that he gave an order 
to the officer to deliver the cannon and-ammunition to Roy Dullob ; which I be- 
lieve will be deemed as like a delivery of the factory as poſſible. This gentleman, 
in his 2d paragraph, ſays, Mr. Holwell inſiſts much that they ought to have 
made ſome” rs To which I reply, I have not inſiſted at all on it, nor once 
| uſed the word Ought,, on this occaſion, and refer your Honours. to my letter. 
Further ſeparate or diſtinct reply this gentleman's anſwer does not call for. 


« Meſſrs. Watts and Collet charge me with labouring to arraign their con- | . 
duct; I am not conſcious I deſerve it, and therefore diſavow the charge. In 
my letter of the zoth November, I barely ſet forth the advantages which would 
probably have reſulted from the ſmalleſt defence of Coſſimbuzar; I have not even 
ſaid, they could or ought to have defended it; but on the contrary hoped, and 
that ſincerely too, they had reaſons ſufficient to vindicate their not defending it; 
theſe reaſons they had tranſmitted to your Honours. —1 conceived it alſo their 
duty to have laid them before the Board on joining our councils at Fulta; 
this conduct would poſſibly have prevented much altercation and writing, and at - * 
the ſame time have demonſtrated they had made no repreſentation to your Ho- 
nours, in which they feared a detection. —Mr. Watts (to whoſe anſwer 1 come 
now more particularly) is pleaſed to ſay, ſecond paragraph; | 65 


„That he never heard of Raagbullob being impriſoned, till after the old 
* Nabob's death; wonders where Mr. Holwell picked vp his intelligence, 
« &c. denies the purport of the letters recommending the reception 
& of Raagbullob's family, as ſet forth by me in my ſeventh paragraph-;— — TT EE 
„ gives a recital of the ſaid letters, leaving out thoſe parts he imagines : * WW 
„ might throw any blame upon himſelf ;,——admits the purport of the let- 
ter he wrote the Preſident, as quoted by me in my eighth paragraph; 

never heard the Begum would get the better; wonders again where 
„% Mr. Holwell got his intelligence; admits Mr. HollwelPs fifth para- 

& graph; never imagined a looſe abandoned woman could ſtand in com- 
«© petition with Surajud Dowla, &c. By 


Touching the impriſonment of Raagbullob, I will not at this-diſtance contend 

with Mr, Warts that he was ſome time under the reſtraint of a ſtrong guard, 
after the deceaſe of his maſter, is fact; — that he did nut ducover his wealth to 
the old Nabob, unleſs in ſome-trifles, plainly appears from hence, that the Na- 
bob did not get at the knowledge of his uncle's capital wealth, until after his re- 
turn to the city from Calcutta, —Mr. Watts's admitting my fifth paragraph is 
the ſtrongeſt proof againſt himſelf I can poſſibly produce; for in that very pa- 
| | 1 3 | __  ragraph, 
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ragraph, the reſolution Raagbullob had ſhewn for the intereſt of the family, is 


urged Ly me as a reaſon for his never being forgiven by Surajud Dowla ;S— 


And lower dow, „That, in reſentment for the uſage he had unjuſtly received 


for his integrity,” he joined the young Begum's councils. Therefore, on 
u hat foundation Mr. Waits attempts here to invalidate my intelligence, and ar 
- the ſame time accede to my fifth paragraph, which demonſtrably ſupports that 


intelligence, is ſomething unaccountable. — Touching my mifſrecital of his letters 


in favour of the reception of Raagbullob's family, I will only ſay, that no felf- 


conſideration could poſſibly ſway me to deviate from truth. I never condemned, 
nor do now, the recommendation tranſmitted in their favour by Mr. Watts; I 
thought, as things were eircumſtanced, he was vindicated in urging their recep-- 
tion, and have therefore ſaid, he might, with better grace, have owned his in- 
ſtances in their f.vour were in ſtronger terms. My only view was to juſtify the 
gentleman who received them, Being myſelf noways concerned in that tranſattion. — 


However I will for once ſuppoſe, his letters were as he recites them, which he 


cloſes by ſaying, —** Raagbuilob had been of uſe, and might be more ſo.“ Theſe 
expreſſions are ſufficient, in my opinion, to juſtify Mr. Manningham's receiving 
his family.——But wholly to refute Mr. Watts's repreſentations on theſe heads, I 
muſt ob/erve, that he admits “ He did write the Governor to turn them our, 


* (as I haye ſet forth in my eighth paragraph) the moment he ſuſpected any ill 


% conſequences might attend their longer reſidence in Calcutta.”——Now per- 


mit me, Honourable Sirs, to enquire, what could be the motives which urged 


Mr. Watts to the contrary meaſures, of firſt recommending their reception, and 
afterwards their expulſion. Mr. Watts acknowledges, ** Raagbullob had been 
* uſeful, and might be more ſo.” That he could be more uſeful, was not in' 


nature, but in conſequence of his miſtreſs, the young Begum's ſucceſs ; if there 


was no probability of her ſucceſs, Mr, Watts becomes unpardonable in recom- 
mending, in any ſhape, the family, or any part of the family, to be received in 
the ſettlement, as he knew Raagbullob would be highly obnoxious to the fuc- 


ceeding government of Surqjud Dowla,—— feſt tc 
nours, that this gentletnan's injudicious attempt to cenſure my intelligence, has 


thrown his own conduct into a difficulty, which might otherwiſe have eſcaped 
notice; but this inſtance will not appear ſingle. 3 | | 


That Mr. Watts never © heard the taking of Gyria and naval ſtrength of the 5 


Engliſh were the occaſion of much ſpeculation at the Durbat, I am inclined 

to believe, or he certainly would have taken ſome pains to have ſet both in a proper 
light, and prevented their raiſing any jea ouſies in the government, which were 
augmented by the report of the war between us and the French, extending to 
Bengal. His never hearing likewiſe, that the report of the ſixteen ſhips of war 
and a ſtrong land force gained belief at the Durbar, I as readily believe; but 
can by no means admit, that Mr. Watts's ignorance of theſe particulars amounts 
to proof they were not ſo. In my tenth paragraph, I ſet forth the purport of a 
letter Mr. Watts wrote-the Preſident ſome time before the death of the old Na- 


bob. —— This letter Mr. Watts has not diſowned, or denied the truth of the 
contents, as I have recited them. ———[n it he informs the Preſicent, That 


« there 


— 
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Thus it will be manifeſt to your Ho- 
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there were a multitude of the government's ſpies in Calcutta; that the ſmall 
&* ſtrength of its garriſon and fortifications, and the eaſy capture of it, were the 
public diſcourſe of the Durbar and City, &c.“ Diſcourſes of this kind 
ought to have alarmed Mr. Watts ; they were prior to any complaint of the de- 
tention of ſubjects, &c.— His advice to the Prelident, to be upon his guard, was 
doubtleſs well judged ; but ought he to have reſted here? Surely no! It muſt 
haye occurred to Mr. Watts, that there were extraordinary cauſes for diſcourſes 
of this unprecedented nature, which he ſhould have traced to their ſource, and 
- guarded againſt them, by an eaſy refutation of our enemies miſrepreſentation : 
Had this been done, he would have found, that a belief of the above-recited 
reports could alone be the cauſe of the diſcourſes he,tranſmitted to the P:eſi- 
dent, and of which he confeſſes his intire ignorance. — The character he is pleaſed 
to draw of Angria, and his concluſions from it, appear to me ſo extremely and 
obviouſly weak and unjuſt, as to require no reply; and the deſpicable light he re- 
preſents the Durbar in, ſhews he has little real knowlege of a people he has ſo 
long reſided with. 


The reports above-mentioned, and the public diſcourſes of the Durbar and 
City which followed, on their gaining belief, without any attempts made to con- 
fute them, have ſo cloſe a connection with the old Suba's laſt council to Surajud 
Dowla, as recited in my 28th paragraph, that I cannot, in a more proper place, reply 
to the reception it has met with from Meſſrs. Becher, Watts, and Collet, whoſe 

ſentiments have a mixture of the ſolemn and ſprightly, not becoming the ſubject 
they were treating of, nor the civility or decency due to every gentleman engaged 
in any point of controverly, as the ſum total of all their opinions do in fact 
charge me with impoſing a forgery on your Honours, that had no foundation bur 
my own invention, This will beſt appear from the gentlemens own words, 


Mr. Becher is pleaſed to ſay, - 


% He does not admit of Ally Verdy Cawn's ſpeech to be genuine; that 
„ Mr. Holwell, in his diſtreſſed ſituation, was unable to unravel the myſ- 
o teries of the cabinet, and explore a ſecret never yet known to any one 


t but himſelf.” 


Mr. Collet is pleaſed to call Ally Verdy Cawn's ſpeech a ſpecious fable : And 
Mr. Watts ſays, | | 


„The laſt dying ſpeech of Mahabut Jung, neither I, nor I believe any 
of the factory ever heard of ;—nor fince from any of the country- 
people zit ſeems an imitation of Lewis the XIV. to his grandſon, 
and appears; as Mr, Collet aptly terms it, a ſpecious fable.“ i 


That Mr. Becher ſhould not believe the ſpcech genuine, I do not much won- 
der at,—as he ſeems fully reſolved that nothing ſhall drive him from his adop- 


ted principal cauſe of our misfortunes, the detention of the Nabob's ſubjects ;— 
1 1 
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in confutation of which J have ſaid ſufficient; but the reaſons this gentleman gives 


for his believing the ſpeech not genuine, had been better omitted, for his own 


ſake.—The ſpeech might probably enough have been a ſecret, whilſt it 


Was ne- 


ceſſary it ſhould be ſo; but when J obtained it, that neceſſity had long vaniſhed, 
and Mr. Becher might have obſerved, I ſay, I had it from good authority, af- 


ter my relcaſement, which was more than three months after the period it was 
uttered, and was no longer to be deemed a myſtery of the cabinet, but might be 


judiciouſly enough divulged and circulated, as an apology for, and in ſupport of 


Surajud Dowla's proceedings againſt the Engliſh, &c. Mr. Becher's opinion, 


that I was unable to explore a ſecret, never yet. known to any ove but my- 


„ ſelf,” I would explain and reply to, could I poſſibly underſtand him. Shall 
only add, for your Honours ſatisfaction, and in vindication of my own veracity, . 


that I was rcleaſed the 16th of July, and continued at the Tankſall, and the Dutch 
and French factories, until the 19th at night; during which period 1 had fre- 


quent conferences with the principal Armenians, and ſome the immediate ſer- 


vants of the late and preſent Suba, from hence had the ſpeech literally as l 
have given it: and notwithſtanding the ingenious ridicule it meets with from 


"Meffieurs Watts and Collet, to cover their deficiency in matters which ought 


to have been known to them, I will not deſpair of giving your Honours yet more 
convincing proofs of its being genuine; and that there paſſed ſome other tranſ- 


actions at the Durbar, to which they appear utter ſtrangers, or if known, un- 


happily for your ſervice and us, were unattended to. 


Subſequent to the delivery of my Letter of the 30th November, I received an 


intimation of a converſation which had paſſed between the old Suba, 


Surajud 


Dowla, and Mr. William Forth, your ſurgeon at Coſſimbuzar: this converſa- 
tion appearing to me the ſtrongeſt corroborating proof of my aſſer tions, on the 
real cauſe of our misfortunes, —I requeſted Mr. Forth would give me, in writing, 
which he obligingly did, from Chinſura, under date the 15th of December 1756, 


— bur it reached me not until after my letter was delivered into council 


it here, the original being ready for your peruſal, Is as follows. 


8 TER, 


« About fifteen days before the old Nabob died, being obliged to at-- 
tend every morning to ſee him, his ſon came in, and with a face full of 


e reſentment and anger, addreſſed himſelf to the old man thus. 


: F have 
had the honour of ſhowing it to your chairman, and now beg leave to tranſcribe. 


Fa- 


« ther, I am well informed the Engliſh are going to aſſiſt the Begum.— 


e The old man aſked me directly if this was true? I anſwered, That this 


«© muſt be a malicious report, of ſome who were not our friends, and 


« done on purpoſe to prejudice the Company; that the Company were 
* merchants, and not ſoldiers; and that in all the troubles that had hap- 


=y 


© pened in the country, ſince we had a ſettlement in it, if he pleaſed to - 


« enquire, he would find, we had not joined any party, or interfered in any 


e thing but our trade; and that the Company had been nigh a hundred 


de years in this country, in which time they never once had a diſpute - 
ſays he, 
+ have- 


„with the Government on that head. —— How many ſoldiers, 
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© have you in your fort or factory (Coſſimbuzar)? Anſwer, The uſuat 
& number, about forty, gentlemen included. Have you never more ? 

« Anlwer, No. Only when the Morrattors were in the country; but 

& as ſoon as they were gone, the foldiers were returned to Calcutta, — 

“ Do you know, aſked he, if the Dutch and French have any come up? 

«& . Anſwer, I cannot tell. Where is your ſhips of war? Anſwer, At 
«© Bombay. Will they come here? Not that I know of, there is 

* no occaſion for them. Had you not ſome here three months ago? 
% Anſwer, Les. There comes one or two yearly, for to carry proviſions 

“ for the reſt cf the ſhips. — What is the reaſon you have theſe ſhips of 

© war in theſe parts, of late? Anſwer, To protect the Company's trade, 

t and for fear of a war with France. Is there war now between you 

& and the French? Anſwer, No, not at preſent, but we are afraid it will 

be ſoon. He then turned about to his grand-ſon, and told him, he 
did not believe a word of the report he had heard, upon which Sur 

* Rajud Dowla anſwgred, He could prove it. The old man deſired I 

e would ſend our vaqueel to him directly, which having accordingly 

* done; when he returned, I aſked the vaqueel what the old man 

c“ ſaid to him, which was almoſt word for word that paſſed with me. 

* Surajud Dowla ordered the vaqueel to attend his Durbar daily, which 

© was accordingly done, agreeable to his orders.“ 1 55 
I am, Sir, &c. 
William Forth. 


Though the report which introduced this converſation was moſt untrue, yet the 
interrogatories which followed plainly points out the ſentiments of the Durbar ; 
and this, joined to the other public diſcourſes of the Durbar and City, touching 
the defenceleſs ſtate and eaſy capture of Calcutta, as tranſmitted by Mr. Watts, 
about this time, to the preſident, are, I muſt again repeat, manifeſt proofs, that 
jealouſies in the government were the firſt and principal cauſes which urged the 
Suba's determination to diveſt us of our fortification: and though they. may be 
ſaid not to amount to an abſolute proof of the genuineneſs of the old Suba's ſpeech 
to his grandſon, yet they are ſtrongly preſumptive.—But to r: turn to Mr. Watts, 
whole inſinuations and hearſays, from his eighth paragraph, require but ſhort 
notice. Hef . | 5 late F 


This gentleman is pleaſed to ſay, we had ten times the number of men and 
ſtores they had; to which I ſay, that the difference of our fortifications, and the 
force brought againſt us and them conſidered, we had not even an equality. 
In their letter to us of the firſt of June, they adviſe of 12, 00 troops only 
brought againſt them, which Mr. Watts now ſwells to 30,000, Mr. Watts aſks 
me why I did not continue to defend the factory, when at the time I delivered 
the factory, I had five times the number of men they had at Coſlimbuzar? Had 
not Mr. Watts being guided more by malice than truth, in this and his ſubſe- 
quent interrogatories, he would, from the letter he is anſwering, have found the 
number left in the factory did not exceed 170 ; that of theſe we had 25 killed 


— 
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and 70 wounded by noon, the 20th, and that every man who ſurvived, was ex- 
hauſted of ſtrength and vigour. In theſe circumſtances, I believe I ſhould be 
juſtified to my honourable employers, if I had really delivered up the factory, 
which Mr. Watts aſſerts, from the account drawn up by Mr. Gray, who, I 
believe, wrote from the beſt of his knowledge, though his narrative is in many 


parts very defective. Mr. Watts avers, he never heard a ſyllable of the Back 
Gate being betrayed, until I returned. —— If he had been ſolicitous to come at the 
truth, how came he not to apply to Meſſrs. Walcot and Dickſon; they were both 
at Chandanagore, and both mentioned by me in my narrative. Mr. Gray men- 
tions in his account, that “ ſome ruſhed out at the gate towards the river;“ it 
might have occurred to Mr. Watts, if truth had been his aim, to aſk Mr. Gray 
how they could ruſh our, the keys being in my poſſeſſion, and that gate not 
only locked, but barred and bolted ; but theſe enquiries. would not have ſquared 
with Mr. Watts purpoſe of detrattion,——His intelligence, picked up (to bor- 
row his own phrale,) from corporal Angell, is equally authentic; for I ſolemn'y 
aver, ſuch an incident never happened as the match, &c. though moſt certainly _ 
| ſhould have ſo acted, had any raſhneſs of that kind been attempted, Which 
could have anſwered no good purpoſe before the order was iſſued for a general. 
diſcharge, which was then my object, if the Back Gate had nor been forced. 


Touching Mr. Drake's anſwer, I find but few particulars that are not fully 
diſcuſſed, in my letter of the goth November. — His misfortunes are ſufficiently 
heavy not to bear any addition to the load; and I could wiſh he had not obliged me 
70 ſpeak at all. He remarks, my accuſations are confined to my ſuperiors, and 
not juniors ; in:imates, my ſophiſtry only tends to ſupplant my ſeniors ——1I 
could appeal to ſome-of your honourable Courr, that this is not my talent, and 
that I am capable of doing juſtice to the merit of my ſeniors, though my de- 
clared enemies Mr. Drake taking advantage of the loſt conſultations, afferts, 
the letter to the Nabob was anſwered in conſultation ;z in this aſſertion he ſhould 
have taken cate that no circumſtance could impeach his veracity, as effectu- 
ally as if the conſultations could appear againſt; him. He knows in his heart, 
that it never appeared in conſultation, until after the receipt of the Chief and 
Council of Coſſimbuzar's letter, adviſing of the Nabob's being incenſed at the 
purport of it, when it was judged neceſſary to diſpatch immediately a copy of it 
to thoſe gentlemen: had he not been conſcious of th's, would he have neglected fo 
favourable an opportunity, when he had it in his power of conſulting me, 
and thereby of juſtly rendering every part of my narrative ſuſpected. I was po- 
ſitive and clear in my ayerment and reaſoning thereon, that the anſwer was an 
act of his own; and there were of thoſe members ſurviving, Meſſrs Pearkes, 
Frankland, Mzcket, and Mr. Secretary Cooke, to have confuted me; but in 
place of this, Mr. Drake prefers the meaſure of throwing this allegation into his 
letter, at a time he was ſure I Thou!d never ſee it abroad, and imagining poſſibly 


that might be the cale here, | 


I did not, 'tis true, mention the 70 men in ſick quarters, becauſe, on enqui- 
ry, I could not find there was one. The attempt to poſſeſs Tanna's, was made 


ſome day after my motion in the Council of War was over-ruled. * Mr. Drake 
| R aſſerts 


ST. 


aſſerts, all methods were uſed to ſend ſuccours to the Fort; but intimates that 
Captain Nicholſon was the only one would undertake it. Him we never ſaw nor 
heard of. On my joining the fleet at Fulta, I did hear he was ſent into Go- 
vindpore Creek, to burn and deſtroy the great boats there, that they might not 
be employed by the enemy, in the attack or purſuit of the ſhips, 


I am, moſt reſpeQfully, &c. 


Havi g, we think, ſufficiently vindicated this gentleman's character from the 
aſperſions in this anonymous Pamphlet, we proceed to exculpate him from re- 
flections no leſs infamous, ſcandalous, and (conſequently) unjuſt. 


Your Court of Directors, in 1758, that is, the Bombay faction, which com- 
poſed the majority of that Court, being determined to prevent Mr. Holwell's 
ſucceeding to the chair of Bengal, ſuperſeded him the very next ſhip, affer his 
departure on the Warren, in favour of a gentleman who had not before been on 
the civil liſt of your ſervants; and ſoon after in favour of a young gentleman, ' 
Mr. Ellis, whoſe rank in your ſervice, before the capture of Fort William, 
enti:led him only to the ſubordinate poſt of ſecond aſſiſtant to this gentleman in 
th: Zemindary ; and finally. diſmiſſed him from your ſervice, for figning the 
general letter, per Hardwick and Calcutta. The 147th paragraph of this letter 
has been often exhibited to you; we are not aſhamed to avow it was drawn up by 
Mr. Holwell, who, in his letters to us, declared, he gloried more in this honeſt 
production of his pen, than ever Cicero did in his moit famed Orations. 


After the very high encomiums beſtowed upon this gentleman's zeal, integrity, 
and capacity, during the ſpace of five years, a treatment fo oppoſite as we have 
now ſet forth, called for ſome excuſe and palliation. Theſe were not long want- 
* in”, To countenance and give the colour of juſtice to the moſt cruel and ungrate- 
f.l return for his many and eminent ſervices, ſeveral charges were raiſed againſt 
him by the majority of the then Court of Directors. Thoſe charges, and Mr. 
Holwell*> reply to them, we lay before you, in two letters addreſſed to the 
Board of Calcutta, and leave you the judges between them and him. | 


To the Honourable Robert Clive, Eſq; Prefident and Governor, &c. Council 
15 2 of Fort William. 3 725 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, | 5 
wo” | | Fort William, December, 1759. 
HE 132d paragraph of the Supplement to the Honourable the Court of , 
Director's Letter of the 23d of March, 1759, read for the firſt time the 2d in- 
ſ.anr, is of ſo extraordinary a nature, that it cannot too early be ſpoken to by thoſe 
who are, or who may be ſuppoſed to be pointed at; —for neceſſary.reaſons, 1 beg 
leave to inſert the whole paragraph. | : OOO 


& We are informed from good authority, that two of our ſervants, of conſi- 
« derable rank, actually received from Kiſſendaſs upwards of fifty thouſand ru- 
e pe-s, for our protecting this perſon againſt Surajah Dowlah; if this iniquitous 
| ; & tranſ- 
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& tranſaction ſhould be proved, what an account have theſe men to render here 
and hereafter? For, according to human conjecture, it was the foundation of 
your late bloody calamities. The juſtice you owe to thoſe murdered innocents, to 
«© your employers, and to your own characters, will not ſuffer us even to ſurmiſe 
that you will ſcreen ſuch villainy ; you will therefore examine ſtrictly, and im- 
mediately into the truth of this report; give the enquiry preference to every 
*© other concern, and uſe every juſtifiable method with Europeans and natives to 
come at the knowledge of facts; and ſhould any be found guilty, diſmiſſion 
from our ſervice muſt not only inſtantly follow, but a proſecution on our be- 
half for damages ſuſtained muſt be commenced againſt him or them in the 
*© Mayor's Court; and whatever precautions can be uſed for the ſecurity cf our de- 
mand, we expect, upon this occaſion, wik be put in force.” | 


The rectitude of my own heart, joined to the words of conſiderable rank, had 
near convinced me no part of this heavy charge of iniquity and villainy could poſ- 
ſibly be aimed at me, but when I found myſelf unjuſtly ſuperſeded in the very 
next paragraph, without any cauſe given by me, or aſſigned by the Honourable 
the Court of Directors, I could no longer remain in doubt that the meaſure of my 
perſecution was not yet full; and as I find myſelf doomed ſooner or later a ſ.- 
crifice to private pique and party on one pretence or another. Forgive me, gen- 
tlemen, if, conſcious of my o innocence, I am bold in my defence; I doubt 
not but each of you will make my caſe your own. You have been all witneſſes of 
my unſhaken zeal for the Company's intereſt and welfare, and are likewiſe witneſs _ 
of the returns I have met with; — returns that mult alarm each of you who are 
liable, as well as myſelf, to have your honour and character ſtigmatized, by covert 
Inſinuations - conveyed into the ready and open ears of credulity, by the tongue 
of malice and ſlander. Happy are thoſe few remaining gentlemen who were 'of 
council at the period alluded to in the foregoing paragraph, in being able to deſpiſe 
the information, and retire from a ſervice of ſuch precarious tenure, and ſubject 
to ſuch. cruel aſperſions: ſuch ſhould be my conduct alſo, was it equally in my 
power ; but ſince that is not the caſe, and my rank in the ſervice will probably in 
a ſhort time become really conſiderable, I hold myſelf bound to give you,” gen- 
tlemen, every ſatisfaction in the premiſes, and to conviice you by every means in 
my power, that if I am one of the two glanced at in the ſaid 132d paragraph, 
ſuch information, with reſpect to myſelf, is groundleſs, falſe, and wicked, in the 
molt ſuperlative degree; and I will juſtly borrow from the ſaid paragraph, and ſay 
what an account have thoſe men (the informers) to render here and hereafter, wha 
could from no foundation but that of infamous ſurmize, or lying report, attempt 
to blaſt the fame and integrity of others. — With regard to the Honourable the 
Court of Directors ſo readily giving credit and ſanction to that information, and 
their tacit condemnation unheard, (obvious from their 133d paragraph) my duty 
and reſpect with-holds my pen, and tells me it is time I ſhould proceed to conſider 
the charge itſelf, with that freedom which every one owes to the juſlification of his 
own character, though I am ſenſible this freedom (to which the Honourable the 
Court of Directors are ſo much eſtranged) will cauſe my diſmiſſion from the ſervice. 

| * E A | | You 
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You are told, gentlemen, by the Honourable the Court of Directors, that they 
are informed from good authority, that two of their ſervants, &c. In reply to 


which, permit me to ſay, if their authority has been good, common juſtice to their 


ſervants ſhould have urged them to tranſmit the nature of that authority to 
you, as well as openly to have named the two ſervants aimed at here. You 
would have then had a foundation to proceed on, without being reduced to the 
neceſſity, as you now are, of going a hunting both for the accuſers and accuſ- 
ed; a taſk that ſurely never was impoſed on any body of gentlemen what- 


ever. 


You are ſubſequently told, that the protection given to the perſon of Kiſſendaſs, 
was, from all human conjecture, the foundation of your late bloody calamities; 
if the Honourable the Court of Directors were really ſenſible, this was the foun- 
dation, permit me moſt humbly to expoſtulate with them, why their reſentment 
does not openly fall on thoſe two perſons, who were more immediately concerned 
in granting ſuch protection, to wit, on the then Chief of Coſſimbuzar, who ſo ſtrong- 
ly urged the neceſſity of doing it, and the then Governor, who would not with- 
draw that protection when it became equally neceſſary. But, Gentlemen, had the 
Honourable the Court of Directors thought proper to give a preference to facts, in 

lace of all human conjecture, (which is ſo often ſubordinate to all human ma- 
ce and partiality) they would be convinced the protection granted to Kiſſendaſs 
was not in any the leaſt degree the foundation of your bloody calamiti-s': fo 
that could that iniquitous circumſtance of receiving the 50,000 Rupees, be proved 
againſt one or two of their ſervants, their enjoined proſecutions for damages muſt 
fall to the ground. The facts above alluded to, which ſhould in juſtice and pro- 
priety have had the preference to human conjecture, are before the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, both in my addreſs to them of November 1756 from Fulta, 
and in that of Auguſt 1757 at London, which puts it out of their power to ſay 
they were flrangers to them. The motives which have urged the ſuppreſſion of 
theſe, and many other facts very material for the knowledge of the world, are 
beſt known to the wiſdom of the Honourable the Court of Directors; and it is 
my duty to ſuppoſe thoſe motives are juſt, or. at leaſt proper to further their par- 
ticular purpoſes, which doubtleſs ultimately tend to the promoting the welfare of 
the Company committed to their charge. Thus, for inſtance, I believe, many can 
remember, amongſt the multitude of infamous reports ſpread at Fulta, one was, 
that three Gentlemen in the ſervice had receive] from Kiſſendaſs 50,000 Rupees 
each, and I have no doubt but this aſſertion was impudently wrote home from va- 
rious hands: yet now you obſerve, Gentlemen, it is fo: the good of the ſervice, 
that the charge ſhould only be aimed at two, Public bodies do not deem them- 
ſelves accountable for the juſtice and equity of their con {ut to individuals under 
their command; and individuals, however injured or oppre{f-4, will be thought 
audacious if they complain; but as tame ſubmiſſion and. ſilence in this caſe would 
quily be conſtrued into guilt, - and wear more the complexion of a ſtate of ſlavery 
than a free ſervitude, I would here aſſert my own integrity and injuries without 
reſerve, were ſure poverty and want to be the conſequence. - The Court of Di- 
rectors may, if they pleaſe, take the Company's bread from me, but they ought 
| | not 
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not by inuendos and inſinuations, , couched as they imagine without the let tecf 
the laws of England, diveſt me of my good name and character, which their 1 32d 
paragraph moſt evidently aims at; and though prudence made it neceſſary for 
them to ſuppreſs names, yet the manifeſt tendency of the whole paragraph, is 
only calculated to give a colouring and introduction to that which immediately 
follows, wherein not only myſelf, but ſeven members of your board, and a mul- 
titude of ſenior ſervants, all unexceptionable in their characters and abilities, are 
ſuperſeded in open violation of that avowed principle of equity, on which the 
 Honourab'e the Court of Directors reduced me laſt year to my rank in the fer- 
vice. But to reſume my own vindication, permit me to repreſent to you, Gentle- 
men, | 


That the protection granted to Kiſſendaſs concerns not me more than any other 
member of the board: that 1 had never, on my honour, any communication or 
converſe with Kiſſendaſs, or with any one belonging to him, prior to my ſeeing 
him a priſoner in the factory: That my fortune. conſidered in the year 1782, 
when I firſt came into the ſervice, and compared with the public ſtate of it, ex- 
poſed in our late calamities, will not leave room for the leaſt ſhadow of a ſurmiſe, - 
that it ever had any acquilitions of ſuch a nature, or in ſuch a degree. Theſe, you 
will ſay, do by no means amount to proofs ; they are negative proofs, however, and 
what other than negative proofs can be given againſt a charge ſo indirect and 
dark? However, as a further ſatisfaction to myſelf, and I hope to you, I entreat, 
that the ſolemn oath which I ſhall annex to this addreſs, may be adminiſtred to 
me in council, as the only additional proof as yet in my power to give you of my 
innocence in this particular. IR] „ VVV 


Having in a former part of this addreſs mentioned my being moſt unjuſtly ſu- 
per ſeded, it remains incumbent on me to prove this aſſertion, and however little 
1 may benefit myſelf by this proof, it may have this uſe at leaſt, that you, Ho- 
nourable Sir, and Sits, a d the reſt of our fellow ſervants, may know in futurt 
the eſtimation you ought to put on your having real merit in the ſervice, and in 
having that merit acknowkged and celebrated by the Honourable” the Court of 
Directors, whole memories on this occaſion, I muſt humbly beg leave to refreſh; 
by various extracts from their general letters to this preſidency, feſpeding my con- 
duct in their ſervice. | T „ hed al 


Here were inſerted the ſeveral paragraphs already given you, after the ſtate of 

the revenues, and then the letter to the board went on as follows. | 
c CRRTIT IT TED 

we . CC 0 "O09: 11 231-16 1 30 3 2.54 . 1 
Prom the tenor of this laſt paragraph, (25th March, 175%) J think I may be 
juflified in ſaying, that perſonal reſentment or other private motives, *took the 
rule, and not thoſe of Juſtice and equity, as the acknowledging and rewarding 
my merit, and at the ſame time fixing the clog again upon me, which they had 
ſo graciouſly, and for the ſelf- ſame reaſons, taken off in the year 1755, per 


taltcourt, implies a moſt manifeſt and unaccountable contradiction ; however, in 
| the 
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the general letter of the 11th of November, 1757, per London and Warren, 1 


am again releaſed from that clog, and appointed one of their four Governors in ro- 
tation; and in a ſubſequent letter by the ſame ſhips, on the rotation being abo- 
liſhed, appointed to ſucceed to the government next after Mr. Manningham ; and 
again by the laſt letters per London and Warren of the 11th of April, 1758, re- 
duced to my rank in the ſervice, and appointed by the Honourable the Court of 
Directors to ſucceed to the Government in turn; and now, by the Prince Henry's 
letter ſuperſeded in favour of Captain James Barton, without the Honourable the 
Court of Directors impeaching, or having cauſe to impeach, that zeal, integrity, 
and attachment to the company, which they have ſo often acknowledged and re- 
warded. Permit me, therefore, gentlemen, through the channel of your Board, 
humbly to repreſent to the Honourable the Court of Directors, the very hard. 
treatment I have on the whole received, and to hope it will merit their future 
more favourable conſideration, the more eſpecially as it appears that many, I may 
ſay moſt of the gentlemen who have ſigned the Prince Henry's letter, have alſo 
given the ſanction of their hands to every paragraph tranſmitted to this preſidency 
in my favour. 


I am, with reſpect, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, &c, 
If | OPM g J. 45 H. 4 


Fort William, Dec. 1759. 


1 | N. The following oath was .tendered to, and taken by Mr. Holwell in 
| Council the 24th of December, 1759. | | 


It „ John Zephaniah Holwell, one of the Council of Fort William, 1756, when 
i Kiſſendaſs, the ſon of Rajah Bullob, received the protection of this preſidency, do 
ſolemnly ſwear, that I never did, directly or indirectly, receive from the ſaid Kiſ- 
ſendaſs, or from any one on his behalf, any the leaſt reward or gratuity, either 
1 in money, jewels, or merchandize, for ſuch protection granted to the ſaid Kiſſen- 
9 daſs, and that I never did, on any other pretence or conſideration whatſoever, be- 


N 


* nefit myſelf by the ſaid Kiſſendaſs to the amount of value of one rupee. So help 


j 
1 F 


il me God, 


l | | | 7 V 
il The ſcrutiny ordered in the before-recited 132d paragraph, was made by Colo- 


nel Clive at Moorſhadabad, (where Kiſſendaſs then reſided) at the time the Colo- 
1 nel went to take leave of the Nabob, on his departure for Europe. On his re- 
1 turn to Fort William, he wrote the following letter to the board, on the ſubject 


= of his enquiry. _ _ 1 30 


24 7 * 7 $ : ” . 
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To the Gent emen of Council. eg 
3 : 2d January, 1760. 

$188, ZF 
EE juſtice I owe to my own reputation, as well as my duty to the 
ki Company, obliged me, prior to the reſignation of this Government, to 
** uſe my utmoſt endeavours in coming at the truth of the. heavy charge, ſeem- 
** ingly contained againſt Mr. Holwell, in the 132d paragraph of the general. 
letter. Incloſed is the ſolemn atteſtation of Kiſſ-ndaſs ; and. | make no doubt 
but that gentleman's innocence will appear as clear to the Court of Directors, 
© as it did to us who were preſent at, and witneſſed the ſaid atteſtation.” | 


N. B. The gentlemen who witneſſed the atteſtation were, 


C Mr. Pybus, 
Col. Ford, Capt, Carnac. 
Major Caillaud, | 


To the Honourable Henry Vanſittart, Eſq. &c. Council of Fort William. 
I. ä | 24th of November, 1760. 
Gen:lemen, | . | 5 sf 
Ccept my beſt thanks for the obliging readineſs wherewith you have granted 

A me copies of thoſe paragraphs, in this year's General Letter from England, 

_ which relate particularly to myſelf, _ - of 

As the Honourable the Court of Directors had long determined me unworthy” 
of ſucceeding in their fervice, according to the rank they molt graciouſly allotted” 
me, in their General Letter of the 11th of April, 1738 Feould wiſh they had* 
reſted there, without laying me under a neceſſity of breaking in upon your time, 
at this very buſy period, by a ne<dful 1eply to ſome very unjuſt reflections thrown» 
upon me in the 119th and 127th paragraphs of their Letter, under date the 1ſt of 

April, 1760. The conſideration of that indiſpenſible duty, which binds every 

Ge tleman to the defence of his own character, will, T am ſure, be ſufficient apo- 

logy to your Honourable Board, for this intruſion, 4 5 


. 


Reſpecting the ſalary I received by appointment of the Board, as annexed toi 
the poſt of Import Warehouſe-keeper, and as being . poſſeſſed by the fame indi- 
vidual nominated to that poſt, when the Government of Bengal was ordered to” 
four perſons, the Court of Directors are pleaſed to ſay, “ The Gentlemen of 
Council might miſtake their intentions; but that Mr; Hollwell ſhould” have 
«© acted with more ſincerity, becauſe he was perfectly aguainted wich the Court's: 
ce ſentiments, and particularly with the metives of their orders, &c.** To this 
I may juſtly repiy, that the ſentiments ard mutrves of that Court of Directors 
were as well, or better known to the Gentlemen of that Council than io my ſelf. 
] attempted not to fur; rize them into that meaſure ; I laid what 1 thought an? 
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equitable ſtate of the caſe before them. They took it into ſer ous conſideration, 
gave a careful peruſal to every letter which reached them that year by the War- 
ren; and on the whole; was of opinion, they contained not a ſyllable that contra- 
indicated their giving me that emolument. To this I may add, the Gentlemen 
of Council would have paid a very bad compliment to the ſentiments and mo- 
tives which dictated the General Letter of the rith of April, 1758, if they 
had ſurmiſed, the Court's intention was to diveſt me of anyemolument annexed to 
the poſt which the rank they deigned to give me regularly brought me to, eſpe- 
cially when that Letter not only puſhed me from the top of the Council to the 


bottom, but alſo diveſted me of a poſt which I had filled near five years, and to 


which the ſame Directors had but the year before annexed; (to me particularly) 
a ſalary of 6,000 Rupees per Annum, as a reward for my integrity and juſt 
conduct in the due execution thereof. 2 | be 


Touching the high reſentment of the Court of Directors, at © my weak and 
preſumptuous conduct, for joining in conſultation with the Captains and Of 
ficers of the Warren, as ſet forth in the 147 paragraph, I with all humility kiſs. 
the rod, and confeſs it was out of my province to meddle with ſuch a ſubject. 
From this ſtep I cannot exculpate myſelf, but by averring, I had no motive to 
urge me, but the welfare and ſafety of the ſhip, the Company's effects, and the 
troops on board. This plea, I know, will avail me little before judges, who 
have already, and at random, loaded me with the heavy charge of influencing 
the: Captain to diſobey their orders, from ſelfiſh proſpects of my -Z. , Surely, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, I ſhall not give offence, When I lay, this charge has 
neither truth or probability to ſupport it. The Captain and his Officers had form- 
ed their reſolutions,, 4 priori, without my. interfering directly or indirectly; fo 
that I cannot be ſaid to have influenced their councils. To th's, Captain Glover. 
will witneſs, if he has regard. to truth; which I will not doubt: And he was 
under no obligation of regarding my concurrence or non-concurrence, which I do. 
ſuppoſe. would not have varied his meaſures; however that might have been, he 
intreated my ſelf and Captain Drake would hear the reaſons which determined, 
him to the Bay, and give our opinions thereon ; to which we aſſented: And 
from the face both of the inſtructions and orders received from the Court of Di- 


rectors, and the intelligence received from Ceylon, which he had laid before us, 
I then was of opinion, as I am to this hour, that he and his Officers acted a faith- 


ful and. judicious part; and I ſcrupled not to ſign to that opinion, tho? Ion it 
was an ill judged compliance, conſidering, as the Court juſtly obſerves, my “ in- 
e tereſted ſituation,” when I might have known that every handle which could 
be trumped up, would be ſeized on to my prejudice, to give a colour and plea. 
for-injuſtice, Had I not renounced my then ſelfiſh proſpects, my op inion would 
have been very different. The Gentlemen themſelves knew, they had taken 
care my ſelfiſn proſpects at the Bay could be of little eſtimation to me, and that 
it was totally a matter of indifference to me or mine, whether I arrived there a 
month ſooner or later. On the contrary, it was to me an intereſting event the 
touching at Madraſs, as by not doing ic I was a loſer to the amount of near. 
20004. for the truth of which the Gentlemen may, if they pleate, apply to 
clIrs, 


2 
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Meſſrs. Muilman, Solomon, and Adams of London, to ſay nothing of ſome 
other very ſelfiſh, proſpects which might probably have been the conſequence of 
my touching at that Port; but all theſe I renounced when the ieren of my, 
employers came in competition: And adequate has been my reward, as well in 
this as in every other endeavour to ſerve them.— The Court of Directors are 
pleaſed to cloſe this paragraph with ſaying, * They are not willing to remember 
<+ paſt tranſactions; but caution me to be more guarded in future; for perhaps 
by my influence the diſtreſſes of Madras were increaſed, and an unhappy Com- 
** wander ruined.” That. the Honourable the Court of Directors ſhould be 
unwilling to remember paſt tranſactions, (reſpecting me) I do not wonder at; the 
| reaſons are obvious and ſtriking to the whole world! However, I humbly tranſ- 
mit them my thanks for their gracious precaution, which follows in terrorem; but I 
have the pleaſure of thinking, that long before this they are convinced it was 
quite thrown away. That my influence increaſed the diſtreſſes of Madraſs, and 
ruined an unhappy Commander; are moſt ſevere inſinuations, and require diſtinct 
paragraphs for reply, as the ward—perhaps,—by no mean sextenuates the intend- 
ed venom of the charge. 155 


It would give me the deepeſt affliction, had I been the cauſe of increaſing the 
diſtreſſes of Madraſs, even by an error in judgment. If the Warrens proceeding 
to the Bay really had that effect, for ſhe had no money, and as I remember but 
60 men, it cannot, however be laid at my door, with the leaſt ſhadow of juſtice. 
But I know that (trifling as the number of troops were) the ſhip's arrival here, 
at the critical time ſhe diag had a very neceſſary effect on the Government of 
the Provinces, which was then in Secret Treaty with the Dutch, taking the ad- 
vantage of our great weakneſs, cauſed by the expedition 30 the Southward, un- 


der Colonel Ford; and we had great reaſon to think ide for ſome time a 
weri > with good ſucceſs, 


very ſ:aſonable check to their, Councils, as the troops 
ſwelled by us to fix times their real number, 775 


That I ſhould be deemed the cauſe of an unhappy Commander's ruin, is a 
charge which gives me more real concern than any other the Court of Directors 
have been pleaſed to load me with.——To wipe off this cruel aſperſion, I am un- 
der a neceſſity of tranſcribing part of Captain Glover's laſt Letter to me from 
Madraſs, under date the 2d of November, 1759, which will, 1 hope, not only 
| ſet his own honour and honeſty in a clear light, but alſo ſurther evince, that I 
had not thoſe ſelfiſh proſpects in view with which I have been fo grosſly accuſ- 
ed. —After intreating I would write to my friends in his favour, He goes on, 
© I need not mention to Mr, Holwell what is neceſſary, às he is a much better 
„judge than I am; and ſhall only hint one thing that will be of ſervice. 
« They lay the blame entirely on this, — That you and I was concerned together, 
% and wanted to puſh for the firſt ſhip at the Bay, to make our market; —or 
c this—that you wanted not to come here; and my being a good-natured man 
„ (meaning, as I ſuppoſe, a ſoft one, or rather a fool) you over-perſwaded me 
6: to go immediately to Bengal. Now, Sir, I aſſute you, that I have acted as 


an honeſt man in regard to this affair; and no more than what I ought, as 1 
| | S | am 
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« am very certain of its falſhood, and tell every body where I go, that you 
« never was the man that concerned yourſelf. with any thing relating to the ſhip, 
«* of where I went; and that you had concerns at Madraſs, that you would 
« have been very glad to haye gone there, which is, I believe, the truth; and 
« I ſhall ever abide by it.“ V e rn Tl oo 


The very ſhameful ſuppoſition, which Captain Glover mentions above, of my, 
being concerned with him, and which ſeems to have been taken up by the Court 
of Directors, and appears the ground-work of their charging me with theſe 
ſelfiſh proſpects, is almoſt unworthy my notice, tho' its confutation is in my 
power, from a thouſand proofs. It is only for your ſatisfaction, Gentlemen, that, 
on my honour, I ſolemnly aver, I never had a concern with that Gentleman, di- 


rectly or indirectly, to the value of a ſhilling. 


Jam, with true reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 6 
Your moſt obliged, and obedient humble ſervant, 
| | H. 


was had, on the terms of the Court of Directors Texter : greed to 
paid to him accordingly, fo 
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Mr. Holwell (contrary to the laboured intentions of your Court of Directors) 
arrived at laſt to the head of your affairs in Bengal. In this capacity, how 
anxious his ſituation, (may be ſeen in his addreſs) much more to be pitied than 
envied. Though be was himſelf, immediately after Colonel Clive's departure, 

plunge d in the heavieſt difficulcies, to ſupport a government, overwhelmed in 
confuſion, and the public tranſactions of that active and turbulent period, were 
arently ſufficient to employ the attention and genius of any one man, yet did 

he find leiſure (to the loſs of his health and peace) to ſuperintend every the mi- 
nuteſt branch of your private concerns and intereſts, He had the addreſs to diſ- 
cover an injurious confederacy in the execution of your new works of fortifica- 
vions, commenced a proſecution againſt them, diſdained a bribe of 10,000 1. to 
| | drop 


* 
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drop that proſecution, and might have gained treble that ſum, had he ſhowed 
the leaſt propenſity to come to any compromiſe with the delinquents. The frauds 
he traced amounted to near 50,000 l. the greateſt part of which he ſaw refunded, 
and ſecurity taken for the reſt, before he was ſuperſeded in your government. 
For proof of theſe facts, we ſubjoin the following vouchers. 


Copy of a Minute of Council, the 14th July, 1760, touching Frauds in the 

1 | new Works. ä | 
«© The Preſident, during the whole courſe of this ſcrutiny, having ſhewn the 
«© molt unwearied application in bringing to light the frauds hitherto diſcovered, 
* and given the higheſt proof of his integrity, in refuſing a bribe of eighty thou- 
&* ſand Rupees, and paying it into the treaſury, as a ſmall recompence for the 
* frauds committed. 5 | 8 1 | 


* 


« Reſolved, That the thanks of this Board be returned to him, on behalf of 
* our Honourable Employers.” | | 


Cory of 19 5th Paragraph of Governor Vanſittart's and his Council's General 
Letter to the Court of Directors, under Date the 16th of January 1761. 

Ig the former part of this letter, concerning the frauds committed in the new 
« works, we mentored the Ian confeltd" by Govindray Goze, and Captain 
„ Brohier ; and that Meral ums had Been paid in, on that account: "Beſides, 
6 theſe, the ſum, of 80, upees was privately preſented to Mr. Holwell, (ſup- 
<« poſed by thoſe concerned in the affair) with av prevailing on him (who 
alone was acquainted with the diſcovery) to drop t £ roſecution, the ſum was 
paid by him into the treaſury, and carried like F4 to the credit of Over 
« Charges, the New Works, But was not_accaunted as of the ſums for which 
« the delinquerits were anſwerabte. Mr. Holwell, though the whole courſe of 
« this enquity,' ſhowed” a deligence and attention, Tat Which" he received the 
„thanks of the Board, and merits likewiſe your particular notice. | 


-4 . p 


Cor of Mr. Holwell's laſt Letter to the Board of Calcutta. 
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To the Honourable Henry Vanſittart, Eſq; (Preſident and Governor, :&c. 
| | | Council of Fort William. | + HOY 01 

2 f . a IE > D _ 7 0 7: 
Honourable Sit, and Sir, s. 8 
„THE many unmerited, and conſequently unjuſt, markes of reſentment, 
'* which I have lately received from the preſent Court of Directors, will not 
„ ſuffer me longer to hold a ſervice, in the courſe of which, my ſteady and un- 


< wearied zeal for the honour and intereſt of the Company, might have expected 5 


a more equitable return. Permit me, therefore, Gentlemen, to reſign the 


Service; and at the ſame time to requeſt the favour of your indulgence to 
8 : & reſide 
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* refide in Bengal, until I can fully colle& my ſcatiered concerns in trade, previ- 
« ous to my quitting India. Herein you will lay an obligation on bim, who 
* js (with true reſpect, as well as moſt ſanguine wiſhes for the honour and ſucceſs 
« of this Board, and proſperity of the ſettlement,) 

- Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


Your mult obedient, humble ſervant, - 
I. — 45 HOLWELL. 7 


Copy of the Minute i in Council of the 29th of September, 1760, on receipt of the 
foregoing letter. 


Ms Holwell lays before the Board a letter, oquiilig leave to reſign the 


ſervice, and permiſſion to reſide in Bengal, until he can fully collect his 
concerns in trade. | 


« Apreed Mr. Holwell's requeſts be complied with, a the Board are con- 
„ cerned at the departure of ſo valuable a member. Ordered this letter * en- 
| © tered after this day's conſultation.” 


For the truth of the ſeveral facts, vouchers, and quotations here laid before 
you, we appeal to the records of Leadenhall-ſtreet. of FP 
8 of Mr. Hol- 
well's character, and at the ſame time ſhewn from inconteſtible facts, the emi- 
nent benefits you have Fceived from his ſteady zeal and integrity; benefits that 
juſtly demanded your I peſt notice and gratitude. How muſt your Court of 
Directors appear (to impartial)— They have been often laviſh of their public 
thanks and praiſes to ſome. f your ſervants, whilſt this gentleman (who from the 
firſt to the laſt hour he had a ſeat in your Councils abroad, never ceaſed 
ſucceſs ful n for your good ) was ſo ſhamefully neglected, nay © evilly en- 
treated. 


Thus have we com ple our undertaking k 1 


We cloſe this . * a ſhort t eee of Mr. Holwell's nine years 
ſervices, and in a juſt eflimate, lay before you at one view the ſum tota ded 
to your eſtate, for which you are (in ſome Items ſolely, and in the dry chiefly) 
indebted to Mr, Holwell's | Tagacity, integrity and application, viz. 


Zemindary Calcutta Bo = oa = = 10,000 

Zemindary of the 24th ak 18 60,000 

Lands ceded by Mhir Coſſin Aly Khan, chiefly ? FL OLE: 
* Mr, Holwell's Influence « over him 8 ee 


* ar 1 ry 
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L. 770, oco per annum. 
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The ſam ſent to Mr Holwell's houſe in his abſence on the evening of the 13th 
July 1760, to engage him to drop the proſecution of the frauds in the fortifica- 
tions, (the perſons who ſent it, not preciſely known) was by him, the next morn- 
ing preſented to the Company, and paid into your treaſury. viz. 10,000 : 
Frauds traced and proved by Mr. Holwell, and | 

fince brought to your credit. 18 |; * 


L. 60, 000 


———5— U——ͤ— 


* 


We are ſenſible that the lands ceded by Coffin Ally Chan, have been com- 
monly valued only at 600, ooo . per annum, but we know their real net value 


is as above eſtimated, 
F 
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—3. — 4. For © yours or the publick notice, "read your metice, 

— — 31. For ſteps, read „ep. 

ame line, For makes, read mate. 

——20. —— 22, For judical, read judicial. 

——21. — 16. For Ellach, read Erlach. 

m—604, ——23. For convinced of, read convinced us Pp 

Lk 28. ; For Mootec Giol, read Moree Gd, 
27 1 For Raagbullot, read Nasgbullob. 

Same page. 40. For Showtjung, read Shoucuty 

Same page, 43. For reſentment ; and Surajud D 

For Picker, read Pyhar. 


1 0 ee of Surajud Dewla, 


——84. laſt lige but Wo, For Fulba, read Fultg. 
——85, _ — 1. For Viza gapalam, read Vixagapatam. 
Same page,——35. Fong in Mr. Drake's poſſeſſion, read are in, Cc. 
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